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ADVERTISEMENT. 



rr\ HE Author of the following Sermons, 
was twenty-one Years Curate of St. 
Martin's Church, and afterwards feven-* 
and-twenty Years Lecturer of St. Bar- 
tholomew's Chapel, both in the Town 
of Birmingham; It is but Juftice to hint 
to fay, they were never intended for the 
public Eye; but upon his Deceafe, in 
1785, many of his Friends thought that a 
Volume of his Difcourfes would not be uuf- 
acceptable to the Congregations for which 
they were comppfed* A Selection has been 
made; and they are now printed for tho 
Benefit of his Widow and Family, literally. 
In the $tate, in which he left thern^ 

The Critic, who fearches merely for the 
Elegancies of Language, and the Learned^ 
who look for any great Depth of Erudition, 
or la|;)QUr94 Actttenefs of Reafoning, may, 

A i perhaps, 



\w ADVERTISEMENT. 

perhaps, be difappointed. To amufe the one, 
pr inform the other, was not the Obje£l of 
the Author. He compofifd his Se/nions for 
a different Purpofe } to recommend to the 
pongregation under his Care, the Pradicc 
of thofc general Duties, which are to be 
pxercifed in every Station, and which, 
abov^ aU others, are the raoil profitable 
and im.portant. The plain and unafieded 
JStyk therefore, in which be wrote thcai| 
ieema beft' fuited tp the Defigii. 

That good Senfe and Fiety, which weire 
|he Chara(3ietti3;ics of the Author when 
^ving, run through the whole of bis Com -7 
pofi-tions. At the advanticd Period of jLifq 
of feyeaty-one Years, lie ftill attended to 
|Jftc facred Cfuties of his Brofeilion, and^ had 
|fae Satisfa^ion to recelvey belbre he^ de- 
parted, a valuable and lafting Token <^ 
public AiFedion and Efteem 
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SERMON I. 



ON THE NATIVITY. 

I Tim. iii. i6« (former Part.) 

AND WltHOUl* CONTROVERSY, GREAT IS 
THE MVSTERV OF GODLINESS; OOD 
WAS MANIFEST IN THE FtESH. 

T T 7 H E N the Fuifiefs of Time was 
V V come, the Time determined be- 
forehand in the Counfel and Fore-know- 
ledge of God, for the Redemption of 
fallen Man, God fent forth his Son^ madi 
of a Woman^ made under the Lanvy the 
Law of Sin and Death, to which we were 

B all 
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all made fubjeft by the Fault of our firft 

• 

unhappy Parents. God had created Man 
in the utmoft Perfedtion that the human 
Nature was capable of receiving ; had 
placed 'him in Paradife, to enjoy a State 
of uninterrupted Felicity, until God had 
thought "fit to tranflate him into Heaven; 
had not a fond Dcfire of knowing Good and 
Evil^ tempted him to. difobey the Com- 
mand of his' Maker. Had Man continued 
ftedfaft in his Obedience, he v\^ould never 
have tefled ofTt)«ath; E>eath -was- to have 
had no Dominion over him. For, as the 
wife Man bbfefreth. Gad made not Deatb^ 
but the Wickednefs and Folly of ^en ireugkf 
it into the World* But when, in -Com- 
pliance with the Temptations pf Satan, 
Man broke the divine Command, and eat 
of the ,^feei'oi Vvhieh it vrad ifaid unto 
him; Tho$tJhalt not eat ti^ereof; ^^t tnoml 
Tafte brought Death into the World : 
Not ohly that Death which we are all now 
vfubj.eft to by the Law of our Nature 
but that eternal Death, which wicked Men, 
are-doopied lO'in :the World; tor come.; ever^ 

dying, 
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tlying, but never dead, deftincd to Torments 
unutterable, everlalting. How could Man 
Mdeem himfclf from this mifcrablc Con- 
ditioB } Or what Method courld he pur* 
fue to i-egain the Favour of his offended 
Creator ? IVould the Lord bf appeafed witbf 
tboufands qf R^mf^ or would be accept ten 
tbaufands of Rivers of Oil? Ala^ 1 thefe 
were .unprofitable. TJic Apoftle tetleth 
tts, thai tie Bkod qf Bulls and of Goafs 
could never take away Sins^ Should he offer 
bis Firfi^born for bis Tranfgreffipn^ the Fruit 
Mfbis Body for tbe Sin of his Soul ? This 
was adding Srn to Sin, and fervcd only tp 
cnflanoe .and heighten the Wrath of God. 
Man wa« utterly onablc ever to ricov^r him- 
felf J he mutl'have reoiained the Servant 
of Sdn, under the Power of Death in this 
World; and deVoted to all thcvPains and 
Mifevies of eternal Death in the next. 
But what M^n could not do, God (whofe 
Mercies are over all his Works) effedled. 
Offended Goodntefs contrived the Methqd 
of Reconciliation. God fent bis only be-- 
gotten Son into tbe WorJd, who took upon 

B 2 him 
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him the Vilcnefs and Infirmity of human 
Nature ; and was contented to fuffer Shame 
atid Reproach^ and Death itfelf, to avert 
from Us the Anger of our Almighty and 
incensed God* Thus, Mercy and Truth 
fnet together I thus, Right eoufnefs and Peace 
kijed each other. A moft amazing Inftancc 
this of the Mercy and Goodnefs of God. 
This is a great and wonderful Myftery ; yet 
it is a myftery which is undoubtedly true. 
For without Controverjy, great is the Myftery 
ofGodlinefs i God was manxfeji in the Flejh^ 
In difcourfing upon which Words, I ihall 
dbferve the following Method : 

Firft, I fliall fliew you what this Myf- 
tery is, which is contained in thefc Words, 
God was manifefi in the Flejhi and lay be- 
fore you the Reafon why He was manifefi 
in the Flejh y zxi'^^ 

Secondly, I (hall confider the Greatnefs 
and Veracity of the Myftery, conveyed to 
us in thefe Words, Without Controverfy, 
great is the My fiery of Godlinefs. 

And firft. For the . Myftery contained 
in the Words, God was manifefi in the Flefij. 

The 
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T^ht only hegotttn Son of God, who was 
the Brightnefs of bis Father's Glory , and 
the exprefs Image of his Perfon, deprived hinj- 
felf of that Glolry which he had enjoyed 
with his Father from all Eternity, and 
took upon him the Nature of Man. The 
eternal, incompreheniible God, to bring 
Salvation to Mankind, defcended from Hea- 
ven, and became as one of us ; and the An^ 
cient of Days becatne a Child. God took 
Flefh of the Subftance of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made Man ; and the omnipotent 
and immortal God was fubjedt to the In- 
firmities of frail Humanity. Thus the hu« 
man Nature being , united to the Pivine, 
became one Perfon;. for, as the reafonable 
^oul and Flefh is one Man^ fo God and Man 
is one Chrift. This is the great Myftery 
which the Apofile here taketh Notice of, that 
fefus Chriji who was very Gpdofvery God, of 
one Subftance with the F/ither^ and by whom 
all Things were made, was manifejl in the 
Flefh, in the Form of a tender, frail, and 
impotent Infant. 

B 3 Having 
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Having prcmifed this^ ttiudh concerning 
the Myftery here fpoken of, I proceed to 
(hew the"! Rcafon why Qod Hpas manifeft in 
the Flejk. 

Man, having by his Tranfgreffion of the 
divine Commands, broken the ContraS be^ 
twixt God and hirtifclf, had made hinifetf 
obnoxious to Mifery s^nd Death. Pcath wa« 
the Penalty denounced againft him \ Deatb 
temporal and eternal ; from which Man had 
no Way to deliver himfelf. Mankind, in- 
4eed difcovered by the Light of Reafon^ 
that Tome Satisfadion ought to b^ made t6 
offended J ttftice; but the weak EndcavoAirs 
of Maa could not make a fufBcient Atone« 
ment. It h true,^ they offered Sacrifices 
arid Oblations for the Remiilion of Sins 4 
and poured out the Blood of Thoufands of 
living Creatttrcs to appeafe the Wrath of 
God, and render him kilKl and propitious 
to thein. lint tbefe Sacrifices could avail 
Nothing through their own Wor|h y they 
were as Nothing whctt compared with, the 
Worth of the Soul of one Man, which they 
WPr? deiigned to atone for ; jnugh lefs could 
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they atone for the Souls of the whole Race 
of Mankind. Neither was it in the Powex^ 
of Man (how greatly foever he might dcfirc; 
it) ever to fatisify even for himfelf. For 
having loft his Innocence^ and being become 
the Child of Sin» had he ofiered up himfelf 
a Sacrifice for his own Sins, that very Sacri* 
€ce would have ftood in Need of another, and 
a better Expiation. If Man then was un« 
al^le to wa(b away his own Guilt, how much 
more unable mv^ft ^e be to take away the 
Guilt of others ? That was an impofiible 
Taik. For no Man can. deliver bis Brother ^^ 
nor make an Agreiment unto God for bim. 
It mu/l cojl more ta\ redeem their Souls j than 
weak Man could offer \ ib that he muft let 
that alone for ever. Wherefore, when God 
faw that there was no lnteTceffor>^ bis own 
Arm brought Salvation^ The 6oa of God 
defcended from his Throne of ingcceffible 
Glory, and waa chtbed mtb fcail Fle/b; 
that as Man he might ftfffer^ /SLud ^ God 
fatiijy for Sip. He debaied himfelf to take 
our Nature upon bim, that ho might raiie us 
to a Conformity with.himfrjf i that by his 

B 4 confummate 
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confummate Example of Virtue and Holi- 
ncft of Living, he might excite us to an Imi- 
tation of him ; and by laying down fuch 
excellent Rules for us to condudl our- 
felves by, might regain us that Title to 
Heaven, which we had forfeited, aud make 
us Heirs of everlafting Life. Therefore, 
was God manifeji in the Flejhy that he might 
dejiroy the IVorks of the Devil i break the 
Power of that malicious Enemy of our Hap- 
pinfs j overthrow and defeat the Prince of 
Darknefs i and bring Life and Immortality 
to the Sons of Men. Thus, as by the- Dif- 
ebedience of one Man^ Sin, entered into the 
Worlds and Death by Sin, and fo Death 
fajfed upon all Men, for that all bad finned i 
fo by the Obedience of one ^ even Jefus Cbriji, 
Sin and Death were vanquiflied, and all 
Mankind redeemed from that miferable 
Bondage, which the Crime of our firft 
unhappy Parents had made them fubjed: to. 
Thefe are the glorious Ends for which 
Chrift came into the World, and which 
ihould make us break out into Songs of 
Joy and Piraife to our great Creator and 

merciful 
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mcrcifvil Deliverer, for his unfpeakabic 
. Mercy and Goodn^fs towards us. And, 

This le^deth me to confider the Great«* 
nefs and Veracity of this Myftery, conveyed 
to us in thefe Words, Without Controverfy, 
great is the My fiery of Godlinefs. 

This is indeed a great a.nd amazing Myf* 
tcryj a Myftery of fo incomprehenfiblc a 
Nature, that if we were to try to fathom 
or explain it, our Labour would be in vain« 
That the high and lofty one^ who inhabitetb 
Eternity 9 ihould be circumfcribed in the 
narrow Dimenfions of mortal Man ! That 
he whom the Heaven of Heavens cannot 
contain^ ihould confine himfelf to the Li« 
mits of frail Mortality, is a Myftery fo far 
beyond the Skill of human Reafon, to con-- 
ceivc or fearch out, that we never fhould 
have believed it, had not the Evidence we 
have of it, been unqueftionably Divine ! 
For how could it enter into the Heart of 
Man to conceive, that God^ who is a Spirit^ 
fliould become Flejh ; and in that F/eJh, be 
rnade manifefi ; which to our Reafon woul4 
feem more likely to cover and conceal him f 

That 



ON TUB MAT'IVITY, 

That Be who ma^e all Things by the Word 
cf bis Power ^ and by the fame fuftaineth and 
uphoKieth all Things^ (hould be made a 
weak helplefs Infant^ unable to fuilain him^ 
felf, or to aiFord himfelf that Affiftance 
ivhich he cxtendeth to all the World ! 
That God, who giveth Life to alU ihould 
receive Life of his own Creature ; and that 
he that is from everlafiing^ Jhould be born in 
^imel Or who could imagine that the 
Power of the Higheil fhould defcend and 
overjhadow the blejfed Virgin^ that fbe might 
conceive aad become the Mother of God ? 
Thefe are Contemplations of too high a 
Nature for the weak and imperfedt Reafon 
of Mankind to iearch out or explain. Rea^^ 
ifon is fwallowed up in this Abyfs of Won-» 
der and Amazement ; and all its Endeavours 
to GompFchend it are fruitlefs and inefFec^ 
tuak O, tie Depth of the Riches of the 
Wifdom and Goodnefs of God } How unfearch^ 
able are Ins Jiidgments, and his Ways paji 
finding out ? This is the Lord's doings and it 
h marvellous in our Eyesk It is our Duty, 

^tkereferei to belieye aad acknowledge this 

- Myftery, 
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Myft^ry, without ftriving in vain to pry 
into it. For though it be great, and to us 
inconceivable, it is neverthelefs undoubtedly 
true; for, If^ithout Controverjy, great is the 
Myjiery of Godlinefs^ 

And here let us remember, that God tn^-^ 
pefteth we (hould give our Affent to what* 
foever he hath thought fit to repeal unto us, 
without fecking for any farther Confintia-». 
tion of it. He is a God of Truth, and can- 
not He ; and therefore, tb call in Queftion 
jiny Thing that cometh recommended to os 
by bis Authority, is tp make God a Liar* 
How unreafonable is it to expeft, that 
|he wondcrous Workings of Omnipoteney 
ihould be examined by the (hallow Under^ 
(landings of mortal Man ? Is God unable 
\o perform any Thing, becaufe we are (in* 
nble to affign the Manner of its being per, 
formed ? To think thus, would be the ut- 
pioft Foll^ and Prefun^ption. Canjf^ tbou 
byfearcbing find out God ? Canji thou find 
i>uf the Almighty to PerfeStion ? If ii' as 
kigh as Heaven^ what canJi tbou conceive f 
Dfefer than Helly what canJl tbou know f 

The 
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The Wifdom of God is infinite, and his 
Counfcls to us unfearchable; and, there- 
fore, fincc God, in the exprefs Revelation 
of his Will, hath declared to us the Truth 
of this great Myftery, we are required 
humbly to believe. Behold, a Virgin Jlmll 
conceive^ and bring forth a Sort, andjhall call 
his Name Emmanuel *, that is, God with us, 
fays the Prophet tfatah. And again, unto 
us a Child is born I unto us a Son is given*, and 
the Government JJjail reji upon his Shoulders -, 
and be jhall be called. Wonderful, Counfellor, 
the mighty God, the everlajiing Father^ the 
Prince of Peace. In the Salutation of the 
BleiTed Virgin, it is faid unto her, the Holy 
Gkoft Jhall come upon thee^ and the Power of 
the Higheft /hall overjhadow thee ; therefore^ 
alfo that Holy Thing that Jhall be born of 
tbeCf Jhall be called the Son of God. Unto you 
is born this Day a Saviour, which is Chrifi 
the Lord, faid the Angels unto the Shep-- 
btrds^ as they were feeding their Flocks by 
Night, when the Multitude of the heavenly 
HoJi praifed God, and faid, Glory be to God on 
high, and on Earth Peace, Good IVUl towards 

Men. 
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Men. This is my beloved Son^ in whom I am 
well pleafed^ was the Voice of God himfelf 
from Heaven. The Works that I do (fays 
our Saviour) they bear Witnefs of me. If ye 
believe not me^ believe the Works. , To pro- 
duce every particular Text in Holy Writ, 
which confirmeth this Dodrine, would be 
an endlefs, as well as a needlefs Tafk. 
What I have already brought, is fufficient to 
prove, that Jefus Chriji is the Son of God, and 
that this Son of God: was manifefted in the 
Flefh. We have the Voice of God by the 
Mouth of Jbis holy Prophets, the Concur- 
rence of the Angels, the Meflengers of God, 
and thcTeftimony of God himfelf from Hea- 
ven, to confirm it. The mighty Works which 
§ur Saviour Chrift wrought, his giving Eyes 
unto the Blind, and Feet unto the Lame, bis 
raijihg the Dead to Life again, and cafting 
9Ut Devils by tl)e Word of his Power, his 
breaking infunder the Bands of Death, and 
rifing up glorious and immortal from his 
.Tomb, are fufficient Evidences that he came 
from God, and was God. So that how 
great, how incomprehenfible focver this 

Myftery 
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Myftery may appear to us, we mufl ncvCr-^ 
thekfs confefs, that it is undoubtedly^ and 
without all ContToverfyi true. 

Having thus treated on the two Headi 
prc^ofed, let us fee what Ufes we ought to 
make of what hath beenfaidi And^ 

Firft, The Gonfidcration that the Soa vof 
•God was manijefi in the Flejh, and did, and 
buffered fo manry Things for our Sakes, £bo»ild 
make us readily and cbearfuUy comply with 
the great End and Defign of his coming, 
'G$d Jent his Son J^fus to hlefs «j, ty turnip 
every me of us from bis Iniquities* He cahle 
to purify to himfelf a peculiar People $ ze^Jcus 
0f^Sod Works I and to teach us, thzi deny* 
ing tlngodlinefs and wcrdly Lujis^ we Jbould 
i^oefoberly^ righteoujly^ and godly in this pre^ 
fent World. The great Defign of the Ap- 
::peaf*iGe of the Son of God in the Flefli, 
waS: to reform Mankind; to recover us 
from that miferable State 'into which we 
were fallen J to bring Salvation to us, and 
to make us Heirs of 4>verkfting Glory* 
But unlefs we be traiuformed by the renew ^ 
ing of our Minds, all that Chrift hath done 

for 



^ 



t>W tftfe KATiVITY. li 

tm us, will be of no Ufc to us; l^bt Suf- 

,fertng and Obtiltnce of our bleffed Redeemer 

will be^ indtted^ imputed unto us for Righte-^ 

<9ujkefs\ and we may moft ^Undoubtedly af- 

furt ourfehres, that they will redound to 

Our unfpeakable Advantage, if we are care^- 

ful to perform the Conditions on our Piatt 

ftqoired. Now the Condition required Iqr 

the Oofpd is this; Let every one that 

nameth the Name of Cbriji^ depart from Ini^ 

^iiyi thdt is, every one that is baptfased 

•into the F^ath of Chrift, muft avoid all 

Maanttt" of iSin and Wickednefs ; and malte 

it his conftant Endeavour to keep the Com t- 

uaandments of God with his whole Heart, 

« ■• . 

'1&A%H we receive tbe^race of God in vain-^ 

*aftd MJeglea to perform this Condition, we 

can blame none but ourfelves. God hath 

let Happinefs before us, and placed it in 

our Reach. Nay, -Jie perfuadcth and ex- 

'hbrteth us by the -moft engaging and en- 

•iJearmg Motives to embrace it. He will 

ftot tftde!ed force it upon us, nor give it as a 

•Reward to the^ Wicked, or the Slothful. 

Wc cannot expcft to die the Death of the 

Righteous^ 
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Righteous J unlefe our Lives have been like 
bis ; neither can we hope for the Reward 
of the Righteousy unlcfs we have done the 
Deeds of the Righteous. Let us not then 
deceive ourfelvcs, but whilft we have Op- 
portunity, let us work the Works of God. 
And fince God hath be^n fo merciful as to 
fend his Son into the World to redeem us 
from the Bondage of Sin, and to purcbafefor 
us eternal Glory i let us not be wanting on 
our Parts, but cheerfully embrace, and care*- 
fully fulfil the Obligation this layeth us 
under to Purity and Holinefs of Living. 

Secondly, The Truth of this great Myf- 
tery fhould make us firm in our Belief of 
it ; fhould fufFer no Doubts to arife in our 
Minds concerning it ; but caufe us to bold 
fajl the ProfeJJion of this our Faith^ without 
wavering. Let us not enter into any 
foolifh Cavils or Difputations concerning 
it, but learn to relign up our Reafon to our 
Faith. Being once convinced, by unde<« 
niable Arguments, that thefe wonderful 
Things arc true, we muft give up our Rea- 
fon, when it huth carried us as far as it can : 

and 



dk THE NATIVlfy. i'^ 

iirid rely iipoii Faith and Revelation. When, 
ihttfefbre, wc contemplate our Saviour^ 
clothed in the Fle/hi we nluft confcfs thd 
Dii}inity. under It* Wheft we view him in 
the Stable^ wfe muft acknd^^ledge him to bci 
the Prince of Peace^ and Kin^ of Glory^ 
And when We fepr^feht him tol oiir Eyes, 
wrapped infwaddiing clothes^ and lying in d 
Manger^ wc muft^'bwn him to be ouir Lord 
and mr Godi Let him be to the Jews a 
fumbling Blocki and to the Wife-men of this 
World Foblijhnefs • to ui who ietievci and ad 
according to this Belief^ Chriji is the Pozver* 
^.Gadi and the Wifdom of God 4 

-Laftlyi If at the Birth of our Savjiour, thd 
Angels fung Glory to ^God\ in the Highefi i 
aod thefe happy and exalted Spirits, the 
ewriafting Scins-of Heaven, who never 
knqw the M iferi^s of our wretched State, ' 
magnified Ood's^hnly Namcj how much 
niore ought ^wc who. enjoy the Benefit of 
hii8>coming/ tD break oiit into Songs of Joy ^ 
and Praife to our merciful God, for his 
unfpeakable Goodnefs towards us ? This 
pught to be a never-failing Source of 

C Thankfgiving. 
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Thankfgiving« Shall we^ who are refcqed 
from the Bondage of Sin, refufe to return 
the tribute of our Praife to our kind De« 
liverer > Did the Son of God appear to 
aioli/b Deaths i^nd open unto us the Gate of 
everlajling Life ; add (hall we efleem it too 
much to return him our Thanks for fb v*ft 
a Bleffing ? CAriJl came into the World to 
fave SinnerSi to free us from the Power of 
Death and Helli ^nd to make us happy* 
Thefe glorious Defigns dq demand cer^ 
tainly the Utmoft Returns of Gratitude. 
Let us, therefore, as we are moft if^WMkssp 
offer unto God continual Thanks^ for that h» 
hath fent bis Son into the tVorld to take our 
Nature upon bim, and to be J>orn of a pssn^ 
Virgin i and tbat v>ithoui Spot of Sm^ tAai 
he might free us from Sin. Therefore^ vitb 
Angels, and Areh^ Angels, and with aUtbi 
Company of Heaven, let us Jaud and mag^ 
nify God^s ioly Name ^ evermore praifing 
bim, and faying, Hofy, holy, holy. Lord Qsd 
ofHoJis ; Heaven and Bart b are full of the 
Majejly (f thy Glory % Glory be to thee, Q Lord 
mofi High! 

SERMON 
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tHiE Context r^nn^th dittS» — rA?ag* 
iJ&^« ^^ fbat are calkd Geis^ wheth^ 
ifiH^'Q^y ^ in Ear^ fas thert are Gode 
mmjii^akd Lord's manj)^ut to Urthere k 
biii'^e Godi the F other ^^ tif whcm are all 
^iMg4;and life in bimi /ijid one Lordje/ks 
dbr^i ^ wboffi art all Things^ dnd wie bf 
inm\ ' i^ that we are t6 fuppoie that the 
Apoiftle k here teaching us that* the Fa*^ 
tbet \% fo God AS to exclude the Son from 
ibe&ig fene God with him. For then, bjr 
the ftnSte Riilc^ the Son muft be fo Lord, as 
to excfttde tlie Father from being one Lord 
' Ca with 
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with him, which is contrary to Scriptuftf^ 
which conftantly affirmcth the Father to be 
God, and the Son to be God ; the Father 
to be Lord, and the Son to be Lord; and 
yet as conftantly aflerteth, that there is but 
one God, and one Lord, But the Apoftle 
is here fpeaking to thtfchriAian Cdnvefts 
at Corinthy who had formerly been Gen- 
tiles, and who, before their ConVerfion to 
Chriftianity, had acknowledged many Gods 
and niany Lords. The Gentiles, we know, 
had what they called Gods, and Lords of 
^ricWl$ -Sprtj^i Supreme and Inferior; : Tfifc 
•fupr^eine Gods refiding. in Heaven, the in- 
^^eripr QpdtSk in . the Air,- or on the Eirth-; 
-^n^ Wfr^Jopkcd upon as a Kirtd of Me^a^^ 
\tQrf i'.|?e^*eJi Men ai>d\the fupreme Gods. 
.This, bvifhe Way, fljeweth us the, extreme 
^^ic^kednefs (as well^a« Abfurdity) pf the 
,XShi}refe (^Jionie, which in ImitatioQ of thfe 
Heathc^jjf hath introduced into her Worihip 
a;iNumber ;pf Mediatocsj Angels and 3aintj5, 
4rtt Derogation to the Honour of pur fole 
^Mediator). Jefus Chrift. In Oppofiti^n to 
twhi):b Pp(^rine of Gods many> and Lord« 

many,. 
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many, the Apo^ftle tclleth, the Chriftian 
Corinthians, that to all thofe who profefs 
to believe the Gofpcl, there is but one God, 
the Father, the Head, and Fountain of the 
Divinity; and the £r{l: in Order among 
the divine Perfons, of whom are all Things, 
and we in him. . And one Lord Jefus 
Chrift, the Son of the Father 5 and accord- 
ing to the fame CEconomy, the fecond 
among the divine Perfons, to whom the 
Title of Lord is in a more peculiar Manner 
appropriated ; by whom all Things were 
created s and through whom, as being the 
only Mediator between God and. Man, all 
our Prayers, Adorations* and Thankfgivings 
to Heaven, muft be addreffed. ^ 

It would take up too much of our Time 
at prefent, to enquire in how many different 
Senics Cbrifi Jefus m^y properly be called , 
our Lord. But as there are three* pafrticu-- 
lar Senfes in which he claimeth a Right to 
that Title in a more emphatical Manner^ I 
ihall beg Leave to coniider them more 
^efpecially ; and then to lay before you thofe 

C 3 Duties 
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Duties ^hich arife from thb Relatioor of 
pur Lord to u^. 

Firft. In. the/r^ Place tbep, Cbri/i Je^ 
y2^>xlaiqieth to be ouf Lord, as h^ is oot 
Creator, otrr God^ and our Redeemed. 
And firft, Chrift hath a juft Title to be 
l^ord oyer qs by Right of Creation^ By 
him, fays the Appf]tley. God made iHe 
Worlds. And again, Ift the Beginning *tims 
the JVord^ and tBe fVoH tpds mtb Godj ami 
the Ward was God^ All Things were made, 
^ him I and without him '^ds not any . Ti^g ^ 
made^ that was made.* A^nA again, By iim 
^ere aU Things created thai are ifi Hean^m^ 
and that are in Earth j nufhethet tb^ be 
^hrfitus^ or DomirMnSi or Prittcifakti$s» &r 
Powers I iU Tkngs Wre created b^ bitti and 
fir Mm J Mtd be ii kef ore allTbingi j and fy, 
hi^ all Tbings cdnfifi, ^.nd again, tbou art 
wortby, O Lord, to receive Glory, and H§- 
nour, and Power j fer tbou hafi created all 
Things i, and for tby Fleafure they are mi 
were created. S2iiC9 tfein, \i is Chrift A'sft 
Ikath made Mt^ and Aot We <$ilrfelve0 i iiid 

fince 
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iince id him we live, tnove^ and have our 
Biing; this (heweth how juft a Title ho 
hath to be Lord over us. ff^e are all of us 
the fVork of bis Hands i and therefore muft 
belong to his Dominion. For the Creator of 
dl Things, muft be Lord over all the Things 
which he hath created. And what Right 
of Sovereignty can be fet up by any in Op- 
pofition to him, by whom ail Things were 
made ? He therefore, who made the World, 
muft have the fupreme and imiverlal Domi* 
liion over the World. As then Cbriji hath 
made the Worlds he muft be Lord over the 
Worlds ^nd confequently, n^uftbeour Lordi 
becaafe bis Htfnds have madeus^ andfajhioned 
us. Indeed we might juftly have taken up 
die Coinplaint of the Prophet i O Lotd^ 
ttber Lords bejides thee have had the Domi^ 
mon ever us\^ bqt this was an ufurped Km^ 
thority, to which they had no Rights 
Ibe iVorld^ the iPleJh^ and the Devtl^ have 
vxercifed a moft cruel I^owir over us % 
but from their Tyranny our Lord hath re- 
leafed us, as (hall be ihewn in its proper 
flace. \ii the mean Time, the Right of 
. C4 Chrift 
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Chrift to the Title of our Lord,, ftandoth 
plear and unimpeached; for we arc his 
Wofl^manihip, the Work of his Handsi^ 
whom he hatb created. 

Secondly, A fecond Claim of Jefus Chrift 
to the Tide of hord^ fs founded upon hi^ 
b^ing GW, It hath been an Article of the 
Qhriftian Faith from fhe very Beginning 
pf the Gofpel, th^t "fefu^ Cbriji is (hf ^W 
oj God moft high 9 very God of very God^ of 
pne Subftanc^ with the Father. As therer 
forp, Chrift is the Son of God^ and (;:onfer 
qjiently. Heir oJ all Things \ fp he muft hp 
Lord over all Things \^ ^^s Father's Houf^j 
therefore, Men and Angels, and ajl Things 
that are in Heaycp, and that ^rp in Earth, 
^iift he in Subjedlion to him ^ he only .cXf 
jceptcd, which did put all Things under him. 
Now that Jefus Chrift is the Sqn of GocJ, 
and one God with thp Fathef, the Ifxoly 
Scriptures do unanimoufly teftify, and the 
Church hath always profeiTed to believq. 
Jhpre h^yp indeed, in all Ages of the Qof- 
pel, arifen fanciful Men, who relying upQ|i 
that blind Guide^ human Reafqn, and dijf. 

gaining 
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jdaining to fubmit to the Wifdom of God, 
have fought to pervert this great and mo^- 
mentous Truth ; fomc affirming Chrift to 
he but a mere Man. Others allowing him 
to be a divine Perfon^ but denying his pro- 
per and eflentlal Divinity^ looking upon 
him as a kind of inferior God^ and a Crea** 
turc of the Supreme God. But the Church 
hath ever condemned thefe Dodtrines as iva-m 
pious and heretical ; and when the Authors 
of (hem have refufed to rctracl their perni-^ 
f:ious Herefies, hath cut them off from the 
jSociety of the Faithful; efleeming them 
no better than Jews and Heathens. Now 
if Cbriji be the Son of God ^ of one Suhfiance 
mtb the Father^ and the very Eflencc of the 
father (as the Scriptures affirm, and we be^ 
•Jieve) then ; he mufl; of Right be Lord over 
^11 ; becaiffe the Dominion and Sovereignty 
pf God are abfolute and unlimited. 

But further^ Chrift our Saviour hath a 
third Claim to the Title of our Lord^ hj 
I^ight of Redemption* We are his ranfomedi 
we arc his redeemed. We had given our- 
felycs i|p to fcrvc ^e wofft of Mafters, 
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iSlin, thi Worlds and the Divil^ who riiled us 
'With a Rod of Iron. Wc were their Slaves 
and Vaffak; their Lvjis we /ervedy tb(it 
fFotks we did I tnd the Wages of thciF 
Work was Deaths In this forlorn Con- 
dition Chrift found US| wretched, miferable^ 
loft, fold under Sin; the Slaves of that 
Strong OnCy from whofc Tyranny nort^ 
could rekafe Us^ but Chrift the Lord* 
Kno^ ye mtj fays the Apojile^ that to wkotn 
ye yield yourfehes Servants to obey^ bit Str* 
vants ye arej to whom ye obey f Now wc 
had yiekled ourfelves up to obey thp Enetnj 
of Godf the Enemy of our Souh, the Devili, 
to whofd tyrannical Sway we had l0dg hee^ 
cftflavcd* Wc had withdrawn ourfelves 
from dueSubjedkion and Altegi&nce to Godj^ 
our fightful Lord and Mafter, and by our 
Rebellion, had loft all Right to his Favour 
and Protdftion. We Were dead in ^ref^ 
fc^et and Smt, and Enemies of God by 
wicked Works* TAe Debil lei us Captive 
at, hie mih his Power we ferved, his Will 
we obeyed; and to hini, inftead of God 
Uipdforivtfy We paid our Homage and 

Adoration t 
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AdwaltioB'.- Wc were the Slaves of Sin, 
governed by a carnal Mind^ ivAicb is Etifnity 
^ith God*, living in and ferving divers Lufts 
and Pleafuces ; and carried on by eager Ap- 
petite, and ungoverned Paffion, to thdt 
which is evil. So that when Chrift came^ 
the tvhole World lay in Wickednep i and ill 
tkis^ miferable Conditioa mufl for eve^* have 
remained, had not he recovered us to his 
own rightful Poffeffiort, by fubduing thofe 
Enemies, which were tdo* flrong for us. 
Aod this he eBFedted in a Manner the moft 
amazing, as well as the moft endearing;. 
He redumed as by his own Bloody by his 
Hiath hi onyercsme our Rnermes*, On the 
Crofs his Viftory was completed, bfeing 
vtailed to it^ he fpoiled Principalities and 
PfewctS, isVeri all the Powers of Darknefs, 
trIiMiphilyg opcinly over them. By dying 
he gaiVe us Life. By (bedding his pifecioffs 
Bloody he paid the Price of our Rdddmp- 
tiom : And through his Dtath, he J^Jiroyed 
him that had ibe Power of Deaths that is, 
' ihft Devil j tfnd delivered them who through 
Ft it hft)eatki were all their Life^tifne fub^ 

jeet 



2% ' TME DIVINITY 'OE 

Je£f to Bondage. 'Having, thfercforc, by his 
Viftory, and Triumph over our' Enemies, 
redeemed us to hiitaifelf; and' haying alfo 
bought us with fo high a Pricty as his own 
Blood, we cannot look upon ourfelves as our 
own, but muftconfefs that we do of Right 
belong to hiiii who died for us, and rofg 
ag^in, and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the Dead and Living. 

Seeing then that Chrift is our rightful 
Lord and Mailer, let us briefly coniider 
what Duties arife from this Relation of our 
Lord to us. 

In the firft Place then, if Chrift be our 
Lord, then mud we be his Servants, and 
ought to pay him a true and faithful Ser- 
vice. Why call ye me Lordj Lord, and do 
not the Things which I fay ? It is a manifeft 
Mockery of Chrift to profefs ourfelves his 
Servants with our Mouths, when at the 
fame Time, we declare by our Praftice that 
we will not have him to reign over us. Wc 
may make loud Profeffions of great Love 
to Chrift, and may call him our Lord and 
M^fter i but all this will be looke4 upon 

as 
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(!& vai»;W9.t4s, and empty Pretences^, if vif« 
do BQt (hewv. oUr Siticftrity : by a pcrfedt 
,Obeidie06e to his Will. Jfris a^ eafy Mat-^ 
ter to. put on an Appecirance bf mighty 
Zeal for ' CbriftJ We \ may * call our fel ves 
his Servants; and 6iay? pretend to glory in 
that exalted Title ; but if we ar6 lik$ the 
barren Fig-tree^ fair and flouriihing only in 
Ajppearance; and do not kiing forth good 
Fruit; we roxuft ,'CxpeQ: thd fiime fentence of 
Excifion loi be^pafl^dd upon us^ ctU it down ^ 
wify-^mberct'h ittbe Ground?. The Name 
of .Lord inqdieth Obedience and Sdbmiffion. 
If? then we acknowledge Chrift to be our 
Lord, we muft obey .hisf Will ; we muft 
keep his:Law3^) we muflr!t»bferve his Pri-> 
cjspts ; lOl^erwifehewiUiiirirlaimall Know«r 
l^^ge of us* vHe^r our Lord's own Words^ 
not efUfry on^jiat^faith Mnfo^^e Lord, Lord, 
fiiiU interlifito i^e fCingdam^ of Heaven; but 
k$ tb4t 4otjb tie Will of, my Father, which 
ii\in H^ven. : For verily ^ I f^y unto you, 
that many mil fay unto me. in thfit Day, Lord 
hifve we not prophefied in thy Name, and in thy 
'Name have caft ouf Devpls,\and in thy N^ame 

7t done 
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^tme many WSkeiefJ^ If^orks 9 And ihin ioUl 
I profefi Unto theifil Inmer JtmivytM; depart 
from mt all ye Worker t of Iniquity. Fair Pro^ 
^^phs wi€haoti£)ibe4icnce, iVill be of no Ad« 
^Mtagie. When thePatfaer lii the Parable iaHol 
to l)is ISon, ^om ^s 'Ofari to Day in my Vinei^ 
ydtA% '£tnd the SoM aufwend^ I go Sir^ aad 
weni not I iwould itheie fixie and feemingiy 
obe^ieM Word^^ ^a him a Right xo fib 
looked upon asja: duidful Son f ^certainly no > 
be* did not do lAie Will of -hit Father. 
Even fo we in Jike Manner, if «vie da .not 
cxbcgr^ the WAX of our Lord, can hpte no Prls^ 
tensions C4 be called his obedimit Servants^ 
and -faithful Siibjafits.^- If in' readily Mid 
cheer&iliy confbtniiottr AtEtipns toiitfaieiliawi 
ef oiMT gt^eat MaJfkr J if m^ deit|^ in \^i 
Service^ and mtfke it our Study and eonftani 
Endeavour to do his Will^ then (hall we 
perform the Pirt pf '"good and fakhfdl 
ServMitc ; and (hall juftly be ^tifkd tO' 
hi€.Love and Favour; for fo hath lift 
hinketf promifed. If ye keep my Com^ 
mandments'^ yeJhaU abide in my Love^ even as 
I. have. kept my Father's Commandments^ and 

abide 
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abide in bis Love. St. Paul faith, Let evepy 
one that nametb the Name of Cbriji, that is,' 
every one who profcffeth himfclf a Chf if* 
tiaii, depart from Iniquity. To take upon 
0$ the Name of Cbrift, and to do the Works 
of the Devi), is the greatefl: Contradidioa • 
and Abfurdity. What can it fignify to be 
called by that holy Name, if our Manners 
^ corrupt and impure ? To live in Wick-*" 
ednefs degradeth us from that vaft Honour^ 
to which by being named by the Name of 
Chrift we are entitled. That facred Name 
fbottld ieC us at the utmof): Diftance from' 
Sin, and make us with the higheft Abhor<») 
Knoc avoid every Thing that may bring 
Kfgraoe upon it Chrift himfelf tellethl 
it,^ tliat be came from Heaven^ not to do bii. 
own mn, but the mil of bim that fent him. 
Ought not we then to follow, as near as we 
ean, that perfect Pattern which he hath fet 
OS ? and make it our fervent Endeavour to 
do bis Will, who hath redeemed us frooji 
Slavery and Mifery \ and called us to Grace 
and Glory ? Let us then duly confider^ 
and clioerliilly fuMl tije OUigation under 
- I which 
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which wc have laid ourfelvcs, by owning 
Ghrift for our Lord ^ always rememberiog 
that none of us liiieth to bimfelfi and do 
Man dieth to bimfilfi but wbetber we live 4 
we live unto the Lord, or^ whether we dicy wt. 
die unto the Lord} whether therefore we live^ 
or diej we are the Lords* 

Secondly, If Chrift be 6uf Lor^, and we 
his Servants ; then^ as all Power is given to ^ 
bim both in Heaven and in Barth^ we mtfjr 
with the firmeR: Confidence look up to hiok 
for Support and Ptotcdtion ; for Safety add 
Happinefs. To whom can we more fafely 
commit our Concerns than to the Hand» 
of infinite Wifdom ? Or to whom can we 
better feek for Aid and Afiiflance, than t0 
him, whofe Power is unbounded, and- hU; 
Goodnefs immcnfe ? Can infinite Wifdom 
be at a Lofs to know, and to choofe what 
is good for us ? Can any Thing be toa 
hard for unbounded Power? Or can im- 
menfe Goodnefs take Delight in feeing its 
faithful Servants^ unhappy and miferablej 
What though we aire furrounded by pow^rr 
ful Encmiesj encompailbd with Infirmities^ 

and 
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and befet with dangers. Why fhould wd 
fear when bur Protecftor is the Lord Al- 
Jiiighty? Do the Powers of this World 
combine againft us ? (as we know that they 
who live godly in Chrift Jefus muft fufFer 
l^crfecution) Our Lord is able to help and 
deliver lis ; and it cannot but prove thd 
greatift Comfort to us, to know that our 
Enemfes^ are* the Enemies alfo of oiir Lord • 
anif that his Father hath givdn him Aiitho- 
Vitf- and Dominion to fubdtie all his and 
bUf Enfemies ; arii to reign until he hath 
Made thttm his Footftool. Arc we In Want 
M*!' Diftrefs ? Chrift Jefus our Lord, is 
Loftt^ cyrer all, ahd rich unto all that call 
lB^p6t^himi All Things are given unto 
ltffti,^rid he difpofeth of them according to 
Ms gtJbd Pleafure. All Nature is at his 
CkMiSihandi At his all-powerful Word, the 
hti'ngfy Lions forgot ibeirfavage Nature i and 
'^urt not th^ Servant of the moft high God, 
^Jh>f' he ivas cajl among them to be de- 
Vciatredl At his Command the enormous 
ri/?'Tafely conveyed the Prophet to hfs 

w 

Asfired Port^ At his Command^ the Ravens 
'-^ D brought 
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ir ought Food Morning and Evening tofnjiain 
Elijah in the Wildernefs^ when he fled from 
the Rage and Fury of "Jezebel. At his 
Command, a few Loaves were multiplied to 
Jeed Jive Thoufand People. At his Com* 
man the Jiormy tf^ind ceafed^ when he faid 
unto it, Peace^ beJlilL What Caufc then^ 
have we to diftrufl his Power, or to doubt 
his Goodnefs ? Or why (hould we be afraid 
that he who provideth for the whole 
World, (hould leave us deflitute of fucb 
Things as are needful for us? Are puif 
Lufts too flrong for us ? And are we ' vu^ 
manifefl Danger of being brpught under 
the Power of them ? Let us look up to 
our Lord in Heaven, and implore his Qrati^ 
which will befufficient for us ; and the Aid 
of his blefled Spirit, which he hath pro^ 
mifed to comfort and fupport, to help and 
defend us. Do we fuffer for hh Sake? 
And doth our (leady Attachment to his 
Service, draw upon us Hatred, Perfecution, 
and Ill-will ? We know that the Hearts of 
all Men are in his Hands, and that he 
turneth them ^wbich Wayfoever he wilL Ht 
I can 
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tin ixJake our Enemies be at Peace njOitb 
US', can ftop the bitter Rage of the moft 
furious Pcrfecutors ; and can fo work upon 
them, as to make them our fure and fted* 
fad Friends. Or fliould he ev^en fuiFef 
them to proceed in their Envy to his Peoplcf^ 
Day, to take from us our frail and periihing 
Lives^ we may reft afTured that in all bur 
Trials, he will be our Comfoft attd Sup« 
port, and will crown our Sufferings with an 
eternal fFeigbt of Glory. 

Let us coniider laftly, that gloridUs and 
fuper-eminent Honour to which we are 
exdted, by having C&rift fpr oui^ Lord. 
Being united to him ovr Head^ wtf have 
for our Fellow- Servants, Angels and Arch^ 
Angftls^ the everlafting Sons of Heaven* 
Let us remember, that we ferve the Lord 
Chrift, the Lord of Glory $ tbi King of 
KingSj and Lord of Lords j who regardeth 
not the Rich more than the Poofj^ for 
they are all the fFork of his Hands. Neither 
doth he accept the-Perfon of Princes. And 
who, though he be highy yet bath be Re^ 
JpeSi to the lowly; and looketh upon tbem who 

D 2 stre 
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are of an Bumble and contrite Spirit ; and who 
tremble at his Word. He defpifeth not 
the mcancft of his Servants, who in a true 
and faithful Hearty endeavour to do their 
Duty; but regardeth them with tender 
Love, and makeih them the Objefts of his 
Care and Proteftion. How highly are we 
ifi to value ourfclvcs, when we are called 
tifon to fill fome trifling Office in the 
Couri^f an earthly Prince ? What an inef- 
timable Honour ought we then to efteem 
k to ferve the Lord moft mighty, the Lord 
ef Heaven and Earth, to whom the greateft 
•!^fiii€cs are Subjects and Vaffals ? His Ser- 
vice ii perfcd Freedom. To be a Servant 
o^'Cfcrift is an Honour far beyond all thofe 
[kMnpous and . empty Titles which the 
gteateft Monarchs afiume to themfelvea. 
'All the Glories and all the Dignities which 
♦his vain World can beftow, arc Nothing in 
Comparifon of that immenfe Honour of 
"being a true and faithful Servant of our 

■ 

Lord. Let this Confideration then, pro- 
voke us to ^^alk worthy cf the Vocation 
svhfLmvith ivc are called. Let it prevail 

upon 
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upon US to glorify our Lord by a fteady and 
confcientious Difchargc of thofe Duties 
which he hath commanded. Let it excite 
us at all Times, and in all Places, to own 
ourfelves the Servants of fo great, fo good, 
fo gracious a Lord. And let us always re- 
member, that if we are ajhamed of him^ 
and of his Words here^ he will be ajloamed of 
us in that great and terrible Day, when he 
fliall come in his own Glory, and in the Glory 
of bis Father^ to judge the World, and to 
reward every Man according to his Works. 
But if we continue faithful unto the End, 
and love him above all Things, and delight 
to do his Will ; then when this frail and 
perifhing Life is ended, he will receive 
us unto himfelf, when being walhed from 
our Sins, in his Blood, we fhall fing Hal- 
lelujah's to the King of Heaven, through 
911 the countlefs Ages of Eternity. 
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ON THE TRINITY. 



I JOHW. V. 7. 

THERE ARE THREE THAT BEAR RECOkO 
IN HEAVEN, THE FATHER, THE WORD, 
AND THE HOLY GHOST ; AND THESE 
THREE ARE ONE, 

nPHE Do(3:rinc of a co-equal and co- 
eternal Trinity^ is the peculiar and dif- 
tinguifhing Podrine of Chriftianity ; the 
Foundation upon which the whole Revela-? 
tion depends. We cannot, therefore, but 
conclude, that is a Matter of the higheft 
Confec^uence, to entertain a right Belief of 
this Dodtrine, fince it is the ££ence of 
our mod holy Religion. It iis interwove^ 
in the very Frame and Texture of it j^ an4 

P ^ witl^ 
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with all due Modefty and Reverence be it 
fpokcn, one might be tempted to conclud^t 
from the whole Tenor of the Holy Scripr 
tures, that the whole Scheme of our Re- 
flemption was laid with this chief Intent, tQ 
bring Mankind by Degrees into the Know-?* 
ledge and Acquaintance of the tliree divine 
Perfons, by whom this great Wprk v/as tq 
be accomplifhed. Father^ Son, and Holy 
Ghojly one God blejfed for ever. If WQ 
would wpigh this Matter carefully in pm? 
Min.ds, wp fhpuld find great Re;ifon to ^d- 
ipire and adore the wjonderful XEcpnomy 
of the divine Perfons in the bleiTed Trinity^ 
by which every Perfon hath (as it were) by 
lidiftind: Title, bound Mankind to his Gof* 
venniment. The Bather is worihipped as 
l^tbe Crefitar of tl^is world, who by tl^at 
ycry A (3: was made known \into Men^ fpr^^ 
asithe JlpoJUe fai.th, ti^e invijihle Things <^ 
J^iwJ/otn i^e .Creation of she IVprld are flearly 
feen^.€ijien- ^is. efernal F^wer atkd Godheadfi 
Jhp/Scw iis wprfbipped u^der the Title of 
Redemer ,^x^ AS^vi^z^r.-Qf Maokiipd, whpfe 
l^^vine ^jdpi^^^ ^oniijaion were not manir 

fefte4 
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fefted until the Work of Man's Redemption 
and Salvation was accompliftied on Earth, 
And the Holy Ghoft is adored under the 
Title of our Comforter^ Illuminator^ and 
Saniiijier^ whofe divine -Majefty (hone forth 
inoft confpicuoufly upon his Defccnt upon 
the Apoftles and firft Chriftians, by a plen- 
teous Edufion of the mofl noble and illuf- 
trious Gifts, Indeed, this Doctrine is fo 
often, and fo plainly taught in the Writ- 
ings of the New Teftament, that we can- 
oot but confefs, that a right and firm Be- 
lief of it is highly neceffary to every one 
to whjom it is revealed. The facred Form of 
Benediftion wherewith St. Paul concludeth 
his Epiftle to the Corinthians, runneth 
\\x the Name of the Father^ Son, and Holy 
Gioji; the Grace of our Lord J ejus Cbriji^ 
^nd the Love of God^ and the CoixxQ^uinion 
of the Holy Gboji^ be with yovi all ever- 
more : thus putting thofe to whom \^ 
writeth under the Influence and Proteftion 
pf the cver-blefled T^kree in (Xne. The 
divine Titles and Attributes in thei-r full 
^^4 ilron|;e|t Signification, fu-e frequently 

2 - jfcribe4 
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afcribed to the Son and Holy Spirit. The 
Son is called God, the Lord Godt the mighty 
God^ and <ro€r all God blejfedfor ever ; and 
the Angels^ and the whole Creation arc 
called upon to worjhip bim. Lying to the 
Holy Ghojt^ is faid to be lying to God ; and 
Chriftians are called the Temples ofGod^ bc- 
caufe the Holy Gboji dwelleth in them. 
Now we are fore, both from Scripture, 
and from Reafon^ that there is« and can 
be, but one God. Yet, iince Scripture af** 
firmeth, and Reafon doth not contradidfc it, 
that in the Godhead^ there are three Perfons^ 
who fobfift under the different Difiindtions 
of Fader ^ Son, and Hofy Ghofi y what can 
we conclude from hence, but that (as our 
Creed cxpreffeth it) the Father is God, tlic 
Son God, and the Holy Ghofi God-^ and yet, 
that they are not three Gods, but one Godj 
and that the Godhead of the Father, and of 
the Son^ and of the Hofy Ghofi rs all one. tie 
Glory equal, the Majefiy co-eternal. Into 
this Faith we are baptized, and by a Pro^ 
fc/fion of it arc admitted into Covenant 
with Qod, by the cxprefs Command of 

our 
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fifxr Saviour Chrift. Go ye and teach all 
Nations^ baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Gboji; thereby (hewing, that the firft Thing 
proper for us to be acquainted with, and 
ideferving our moft early Thoughts and 
Care, is the Knowledge of thofe three di- 
vine Perfons, to whom wc ftand fo greatly 
indebted, and by whom we are created, re- 
deemed, and fanSlified. On this Foundation 
the chriftian Church was firft ere<3:ed; and 
on this Foundation it ftill ftandeth ; and 
the Gates of Hell Jhall not prevail againft it. 
Since then, this Dodtrine is fo manifeftly 
a great and fundamental Article of the 
chriftian Faith ; (ince it runneth through 
jthe whole Gofpel Revelation, and is (as it 
were) the very Life and Soul of it, thofe 
Men muft be highly to blame, who pre- 
tend tp be Chriftians and yet dift^elieve it. 
Neither are they much lefs deferving of 
Ccnfure, who (though they profefs to be- 
lieve the Doiftrine to be true, yet) look 
upon it as a Matter of no great Confe- 

quence. 
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qucncc. If the Dodtrine be tr,uc, it is 
doubtlcfs of vaft Importance, 

If God be Father^ Son, and Holy Gbo/l, 

« 

as the Gofpel reprefents him to be, wc are 
certainly bound to believe thus of him | 
for if wc do not believe God to be, what 
he declareth himfelf to be, we do not be- 
lieve in the true God, but in a mere Crea- 
ture of our own Imagination. Perhaps 
fomc Men vvill fay, allowing the Doc- 
trine to be true, yet it is a Point of 
mere Speculation only, and hath no Re- 
lation to Pradice ; and, therefore, ought not 
to be too Aiffly infifted upon, left it (hould 
break the Unity of the Church. But this 
is a very great Miftake. There is no one 
Article of the Chriftian-Faith, but what 
is intended in fome Meafure to influence 
and dired: our Praftice, And it would be 
very ftrangc if this prime Verity, this 
Foundation Stone fliould have no Tendency 
that Way. It is indeed the very EflTence 
of our Faith ; the Spring and Fountain of 
fdl true Religion, I fhall endeavour to 

make 
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make It appear in the remaining t^art o( this 
tJifcourfe, that a firm l^licf of this great 
Truth, is neccflary to a right Difcharge of 
our Duty to God. " J \ 

There is not a more clear Dedudtion of 
our Reafon than this, that' <re>^ ought to 
be wor(hipped as he is* And when hd 
hath been pleafed to reveal ta us what he icf^ 
that then it becometh our Duty to wor- 
(hip him according to that Knowledge 
of himfelf which he hath given us • It 
is plain then, that a right Knowle^ge-^ol* 
GoJ^ as far as we are able to attain it, il 
acccffary to a right worfliip of him. Fol' 
Want of this Knowledge the Heathef^ 
World was over- run with Idolatry and So^ 
perdition. They worshipped God under 
various Forms, and diverfe Ceremonies 
which were ridiculous, -abfurd, abominable, 
ahd impious. It is Knowledge only that 
can direft our Pradlice aright. The Ho- 
nour and Homage which are due to God^ 
fhould be paid according to the Nature 
and Manner of his Perfedtions, which can- 
not be done without a previous Knowledge 

of 
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of thofe Perfections. Where God hatH 
been pleafed to withhold from us this dif-' 
tindl Knowledge of himfetf^ there a lefsf 
perfedt Service muft fufficc. But much wi/I 
be required where much is given ; and we 
ih^H be without Excufe when we do not 
make Ufe of that Knowledge wherewith 
he hath blefled us, to worfliip him accord- 
ing to his Will. To apply thefc general 
Reafonings to the Point in Hand. We 
rouft worfliip God as he is. This is the 
Rule by which we muft proceed. Now, if 
God be Father, Son^ and Holy Ghoft, befides 
^e Duties which are due to all Three con^ 
lidcred as one God, there will be diftind: 
Dul|^ owing to each, according to their 
diftincfl Offices and Perfonalities ; to the 
Father as Father 5 to the Son 2& Son ; and 
to the Holy Ghojti as the eternal Spirit of 
both.' If then we leave otit any of thefe 
from our Idea of God ; if we do' not wor- 
fliip Father^ Son^ and Holy Ghoft, one God 
iiejfed for ever, we do not honour God per- 
fcdly, and id Proportion to tbofe Manifef- 
tations which he hath made of himfelf4 l€ 

then;^ 
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then, Worfllip be a practical Duty (of 
which there can be no Doubt) then this 
Dodrine, in Refped: of our Duty to God. 
is pradicaL If the Dodtrine be true, we 
are bound then to pay our Adoration to 
Father^ Son^ and Holy Ghojl^ as one God ; 
and mufl alfo offer up fuitable Returns of 
Devotion to each, according to their diAindt 
Offices, as our Creator, our Redeemer^ and 
our SanSiifier. And we cannot refufe to 
worfhip Father^ Son, and Holy Ghofi^ with* 
out being guilty of the higheft Impiety. 
It is evident then, that this Dodrine hath 
Relation to Pradice, and that we (hall not 
perform our Duty to God according to the 
Manifeilations of himfelf in his revealfd 
Will, if we do not believe the Son and 
Holy Gboji to be divine Perfons, of the 
fame Nature and Eflence with the Father, 
to be fo dijlin^l, as not to be one the 
other ; and yet to be fo united^ as to be only 
.one perfect Deity. 

Again : When we confider the amazing 
Love of God, in fending his own Son^ into 
the World to die for Sinticrs^ and the 

Love 
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Love and Condefccnfion of the Sm of GoJf 
in fubmitting to be fent for this Purpofe ; 
what Motives to our Duty and Love of 
God/ can be more cffedting or make A 
ft^^i^g^r Jmpreflion upon us ? Art in^- 
n&)us Mind wjll be excited to a moft ardent 
Love and, Vencnltiop for 6od, who fo /aved 

tbe fTor/d Is^^iboX^i^d his nn^^;iiegotttn Son^ 
to the End that ^// "-^hat belkvt in Atm^ 
Jbould not perifi^^biitkki^*^erlafiing Lifii 
It is upon Acebunt of the* Dignity of the 
Per/on by whom this Salvation is wrought^ 
that the Scriptures reprefent the fending 
t>i ih^ Son to be fuch a ftupendoiiS Adt ef 
the Love of God to Man. But if we Aq 
Jiot believe the Son to be God^ thefe Mo-^ 
tives will lofc the greateft Part of their 
Force* If the Son be no more than a Crea- 
ture, inftead of having it faid, that Godfo 
loved the Worlds it might rather be fard$ 
that G4)d fo loved his own Son^ that he fent 
him into the IVorld, that after a fliort Obe- 
dience herei he might be advanced to di- 
vine Honour- be worlhipped by Men, by 
Angels, and Arch- Angels, and have Dottii^ 
- - -- nion 
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hidri over all other Creatures. Siich a 
Thought as this would rtiightily leflen the 
Force of that Motive, whereby the Love of 
God is impreffcd Upon us ; becaufe we 
fhouid be tempted to conclude, that the 
Love of God \Vas rather fhewn to his owii 
Son^ than to Mankind. But the holy Scrip- 
ture^ fpeak of this Affair in a quite dif- 
ferent Manner. They repfefent the Lovd 
of God to Mah, not to confift merely iri 
beftowing upon us eternal Life, but in con- 
veying it to us in fuch a Mannef, ^nd by 
fuch endearing Means. In this was manU 
fefted the Love of God tonoards us^ becaufe 
that God fent his only begot tan Son into the 
World y that we might live through binu 
Our LoVe of God is founded upon his ante- 
cedent LoVe to us, in giving us his own 
Son. Upon this View of it, nothing can 
be conceived that could prevail upon Men 
fo powerfully to love God, as the Incarna- 
tion of tbie Son of God. The Power and 
Majefly of God were manifefled in the 
Creation, Prefervation^ and Government of 
the World. The divine Mercy and Good- 

E nefs 
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ncfs were vifible in the daily Bleffings bc- 
itowed upon Mankind ; but the exceeding 
Riches of bis Grace ^ were made known in 
his Kindnefs towards us in Chriji Jefus. 

Neither will the Love of Cbriji to Man, 
nor his Condcfcenfion in coming into the 
World to die for Sinners, appear in fo 
ftrong and endearing a Light, unlefa wc 
confider him as the Son of God^ equal with 
God, and very God of very God. If Chrift 
be no more than a Creature, though wc 
fliould fuppofc him to be the very befl and 
highefl of all Creatures, we (hall not^ wc 
cannot efleem it fuch an amazing Adt of 
Condcfcenfion, for him to embark in io 
glorious a Work as the Redemption of a 
whole World, when we find that for the 
doing of this Work, he is made the Judge 
of the World, and Lord of all Things, 
exalted to a kind of Rivalfhip with God^ 
and advanced to be worftiipped by Men 
and Angels. But when we confider Cbriji 
as the Son of God moft high, begotten of his 
.Father before all fForlds, by whom all Things 
were made, and who for us Men, and for mr 

Salvation 
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Sat'Oation came down from Heaven^ and was 
fMde MaH^ and fttffered for lis a painful 
t)eath I then the Love of the Son of God 
towards the Work of his own Hahds ap-^ 
peafeth in a moft lovely and engaging 
Manner ; and cannot but prove the ftrdngeft 
ftnd moft noble Motive to lovt him with alt 
Mr "Heart, and with all our Soul ; and to 
ebfty his Will, who fo loved us, as to flicd 
his precious Blood to redeem us. We fee 
tlietii that to deny the.re^l Divinity cfChri/l, 
h to deftroy the moft potent Arguments of 
^the jLove^ HumiWty, agd Condefccnfion of 
oat Lordj which are the peculiar Motives 
of the Gofpel. 

In t-efped: to the Holy Ghoji, wliatever 
he hath done^ and is always doing for us, 
will doubtlefs have more Weight with us, 
• and ^ve us quite Other Notions and Appre-- 
henfions of his Qoodnefs and our Duty^ 
when we confider him as God^ than we 
could poflibly have, if we believed him to 
be only a Creature, In the OEconomy of 
our Salivation, the. peculiar Office of the 
Hi^l^ G%oJi is to renew zn^ fandlify us. 

Ea But 
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But unlefs we believe him to be God, it 
will make a fundamental Change in the 
Doftrine of Jivwe Grace. For we fliall 
never be able to conceive that z Creature 
can be the univerfal Spring and Fountain 
of olivine Grace and Life ; neither fhall we 
believe that the Holy Ghoji can make fuch 
clofc Application to our Minds, and know, 
our Thoughts, and excite in us good Af- 
fections and Delires, and fet Bounds to our 
Paffions, which the holy Scriptures aflure 
us that he doth, if he be only a Creature. 
If we do not look upon him as God^ we, 
fhall not have that Love and Faith, and 
Dependence upon him which we ought 
to have. We (hall not entertain that high 
Efteem and Reverence for, his Prcfence and 
Communion which are required of us, nor 
have a juft Senfe of the Greatnefs of Sio:, 
whereby we refift, and grieve, and do de- 
fpitc unto him. In fhort, if we do not 
acknowledge his Divinity, we (hall not 
have that deep Senfe which we ought to 
have of Sin committed againft the Help 
and Influence of his Grace. We fee then, 

what 
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what great Influence the Beh'ef of this 
Dodrine will have upon our Pradtice; fince 
thereby our Faith, and Hope, and Love, 
and Fear of God will be more excited and 
enlarged ; and the Powers and Faculties of 
oqr Souls be more difpofed to the Obe- 
dience of the Gofpel. 

Laftly. A firm Belief of this Doftrine 
is needful to create in us right Difpofitions 
proper for that State, which we hope to 
enjoy hereaftqr. Good Difpofitions here 
arc our Qualifications for the Happinefs of 
the Life to come. If, therefore, we would 
qualify ourfelves for any high Degree of 
Happinefs and BleiTednefs in Heaven, we 
ihould make it our Endeavour to raife and 
refine, as much as we can, our good Dif- 
pofitions here. Now if Father ^ Son^ and 
Holy Ghojl be all alike divine^ all of equal 
Glory, and Majefty and Power, our Hap- 
pinefs in jthe World to come muft confift 
in the beatific Enjoyment of all Three. 
But if we do not believe them to be God^ 
we fliall go out of this World, not fo pro- 
perly qualified to be taken into their Friend* 

E 3 fliip^ 
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(hip, as we ought to be. But if we are trained 
up to a right Faith in them all ; and have 
befid^s made it oyr Study and Endeavour to 
live according to this Belief, wc (hall 
doubtlefs be the more fitly difpofed for 
their Enjoyment and Friendfliip. Since^ 
then, our Happinefs in the World to comet 
doth in fo great a^ Meafure depend upon 
our good Difpofitions here, which cannot 
be acquired without a right Faith, it i9 
plain that the Dodirine of the blefled ^rU 
ntty is no empty Speculation, but a Truth 
of the utnioft Concern and Importance, 

My dear Brethren, do not give Heed to 
evil Men, and Seducers, who would per* 

« 

fuade you to deny the Lord that bought you 
with his own Blood ; and the Holy Ghofi, by 
whom you are fanSliJied: Keep yourfelvcs 
ilcdfaft in th? Faith>, and fuffer it to dired 
yoiir Practice, Shew by your whole Coa** 
Ycrfation that you look upon yourfeWje$ 
^s bound to live like thofe who ace created 
by God the Father^ redeemed by the prc-r 
ciows Blood of God the Son, and /an3t\ 

j^cd by the gracio^s Influences of God the 
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ii^{y Gboft. Diftinguifli yourfelves by Obe- 
dience^ and Gratitude to your Maker and 
Saviour ; aivl pay an awful Regard to the 
good Motions of the blepd Spirit. Con- 
fider with yourfelves iiow greatly you arc 
honoured by the peculiar Offices of each 
divine Per/on. That befides being created 
and preferved by God the Father^ you are 
faved from your Sins by his eternal Son ; 
and that the eternal Spirit belpeth your In-- 
frmities^ and fandtifieth your Hearts. And 
let this Confideration excite your utmoft 
Endeavours to live up to that high Value 
which through the Redemption of his Son^ 
and the SanSliJication of the Spirit^ God 
hath ftamped on you. And may God AL 
mighty^ Father^ Son^ and Jioly Gboft^ three 
Perfons and one God, take you under his 
good Prote^ion ; preferve you from all Er- 
ror, both of Faith and Praftice ; keep you 
from all Evil here, and crown you with 
everlafting Glory hereafter. 
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SERMON IV, 



"THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 



Matth. xxviii. jg, 

CO YE, THEREFORE, AND TEACH ALL 
NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE 
NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE 
SON, AND OF TJEIE HOLY GHOST. 



T N this Form of Words, our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift, the Son of God moft high, 
commanded his Apoftles to make Difciples 
pf all Nations ; thereby teaching them, 
that in their very firft Admiffion into his 
Church, they were to acknowledge a Tr/^ 
nity of Perfons in the Unity of the Godhead^ 
Father^ Son, and Ho/y Ghoji, of equal Glory, 
Majefty, and Power. This Form of found 
Words hath been conftantly ufed by the 

Church 
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Church in Baptifm, from the very firft 
Eftabliihment of'Chriftianity to this prq- 
fent Time. And though fanciful Men 
have arifen^ who have controverted the great 
Truth contained in thefe Words, namely, 
that the Father^ the Son, and the Holy 
Gbaft, are the one true' and only God ; yet 
have they, for the moft Part, retained 
the fame Form of Words; and whoever 
have deviated from this Form, have been 
looked upon by the Church as Heretics ; 
and have been ufually cut off fram» the So- 
ciety of the Faithful, ^bree Perfons and 
one God, is a Doctrine peculiar to Chriftia- 
nity, whereby it is particularly diftinguifhed 
from all other Religions whatfoever. In- 
deed, in the Old Teftament there are many 
Paflages, which learned Men have obferved, 
Jfeem ftrongly to intimate a Plurality of 
Peribns in the Unity of the Godhead. And 
they have proved this with fuch Appear- 
ance of Reafon, and, I think, I may fay, 
"with fuch. Strength of Argument, as will 
be fufficient to convift any Man of great 
SLafhnefs and Folly, who ihall take iipoa 

him 
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bim to ailert the contrary. Bi^t it tnufl 
neverthelefs be confefled, that this Doc- 
trine was wrapped up in great Obfcurity; 
and (like the God by whom the Law was 
given) was involved in Clouds and thick 
jyarknefs. Chrift by his coming hath 
braught to Light this great and important 
Truth; and hath taught us in his holy 
Gofpely that in the divine EJftnce^ there 
are ^hnee^ whom we call Per/om^ PafAer, 
Son^ and Hdy Ghoji, in Glory equals in Ma- 
jefty co'-eternal. Into this Faith yoM have 
bten baptized ; and in this Faith^ I truil^ 
^awill continue unto the End of your 
tives; notwithftanding any Thing that 
Jews, Turks, Infidels, or Heretics, Arians, 
Sociiiians, Deifts, or the whole. Tribe of 
the Wranglers y and Difputers of this Worlds 
may fay to the'contrary. This Faith Chtijl 
Jtfus our Lord came down from Heaven, 
from the Bofom of his Father, from Glory 
and Happinefs inexpreflible, to teaeK us. 
This Faith the Holy Ghoft bare Witnefs to, 
hy the many, great, and miraculous Powers, 
which he conferred upon the Jpojlks of 

our 
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our Lord. This Faith God, the Father^ 
confirmed by a Voice from Heaven. This 
Faith the Apojiles of our Lord taught 
throughout the whole World. Superfti- 
tion and Idolatry fled before it; and the 
Worfhip of the one true God, Father^ Son, 
and Holy Ghoft^ was firmly eftablifhed, in 
Oppofition to this many falfe and tidtitious 
Deities to whom the Gentile World had 
long addreffed their mif- placed Homage 
and Adoration. For this Faith the primi- 
tive Saints and Martyrs contended unto 
the Death. This Faith carried them with 
Joy and Triumph through the fiery Trials 
rejoicing in the midft o.f their Sufferings, 
and calling upon Chrift, their Saviour, and 
their God, to receive their Souls. Let the 
wife Men of this World, the Difputers 
and Scoflfcrs, who will not fuifer God to 
fave them, but in their own Way ; let pre- 
fumptuous Men, led afide by falfe Philofo- 
phy, and vain Deceit, caft upon this Faith, 
and thofe who profefs it, what odious and 
invidious Names foever they pleafe. Whcn-p 
ever by all the infidious Arts of Sophiftpy 

jand 
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and Chicanery, of Ridicule and BufFooneryV 
they endeavour to pervert your Minds from' 
the Purity of the Gbfpcl, let this be the 
conftarit Anfwer of every one of you; / 
believe in the Father^ the Son, and the Hofy 
Ghoft, three Perfons and one God, hlejftdfor^ 
ever. The Father of an infinite Majefty ; 
bis honourable, true, and only Son ; and the 
Holy Gho/t, the Comforter. Irt this Belief 
was I baptized, and in this Belief will 
I die. It is not required of you, my Bre- 
thren, to be able to anfwer every idle Cavil, 
and foolifli Objection, which wicked Men 
and Deceivers may call in your Way. Your 
Duty only rcquireth of you to fearch the holy 
Scriptures, the lively Oracles of God, with 
a Mind free from Prejudice and Partiality ; 
and to adhere firmly to what Truths they 
teach you ; and then I truft you will find, that 
ialthough thofe facred Writings maintaiii 
ftrongly the Unity of the Godhead *, they as 
ftrongly affirm the Father to be God, the Son 
to h^ God, and the Holy Ghoft to be God; 
from whence you will be able to draw for 
yourfelvcs this true and proper Conclufiori, 
■ i that 



^2 THE DOCTRINE OF 

that the Father^ the Son^ and the Hotj 
Qbqft are this one God. Continue ftedfafi; 
in this Faith. Let it influence your Lives 
and Praftice ; and then you will enjoy the 
the vaft Honour, and inexpreflible Bleffing 
of being under the Government and Di-s 
rcftion of God the Father v^ho made you^ 
and all the World ; of God the Sen who 
hath redeemed you, and all Mankirid i and 
of God the Holy Gboft^ vfhofan^ifieth you, 
and all the eledl People of God. 

Let us apply the remaining Part of thi^ 
Difcourfe, in confldering what Duties are 
owing to thefe three Divine Perfans^ as 
they ftand related to us, as our Creator ^ our 
Redeemer, and our SanSlifier. 

And firft. Since God the Father h^ath 
created us, then, as being his Creatures, 
and) the Work of his Hands, he hath aa 
undoubted Right to our Obedience and 
Subjection. From him are derived all thofe 
Powers and Faculties with which we find 
ourfelves blcfled. He may therefo/e j^uftly 
expe<5t that we fliould carefully employ 
them in his Service, and to his Hodouc* 

2 Did 
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Did we not to the utmoft of our Abilities 
promote the Honour and Glory of him, in 
wb^m we live^ move, and have our Beings 
we fhould be guilty of the bafeft Ingrati<* 
tude. And fhould thofe Powers which he 
hath beftowed upon us, be made fubfer* 
vient to the vile Purpofcs of Wickednefs, 
and employed in the Service of his £ne« 
my, we fhould then add Rebellion to In- 
gratitude. With what carneft Care, with 
what fervent Zeal, with what unwearied Affi- 
duity, fhould we lay out all our Endeavours 
to know and do his Will, by whom we are 
(0 fearfully and wonderfully made ? For this 
is the grand Defign of God in our Crea- 
tion, that we fhould magnify his Power ; 
and fhew forth his Wifdom ; and adore his 
Goodncfs; and delight to do his Will; 
that we may be ^titled to his Grace and Fa- 
vour. Tiy Hands have made me^ andfajbioned 
me, O give me Under fundings that I may learn 
thy Commandments, fays the Royal Pfalmiji. 
This Inference is fo jufl, and at the fame 
Time fo very plain, that one would almoft 
imagine a Child might draw it. Should 

not 



64 THE DOCTRINE OF 

not his Will be a Law to us, wh6 oW* 
i>ur vtry Exiftence to him ? If he with- 
draweth his Spirit, and his Breath, whicH 
he hath given us, we die and perifli, and 
return again to our Duft. Of all the Things; 
which the Lord God hatb created and made^ 
none difobey his Will but Men and Devils. 
Fire and Hail^ Snow and Vapoury Wind and 
Storm fulfil his Word. The moll obfequiouS 
Slave, the moft faithful and loyal Subjeft^ 
is not half fo ready to obey the Commands 
of his Prince, as all Nature is to execute 
the Will of its great Maker. Hear how 
the Aln>ighty Lord himfelf beareth Wit- 
ncfs, how obfequious, how fubmilTive thd 
whole Creation is to his Word. Lift up 
your Eyes on high^ and behold ^ who hath 
created thefe things ; that hringeth out their 
Hojt by Number I that calleth them all by 
Klames^ by the Greatneff of his Might, be-- 
caufe he is firong in Power ^ not one faileth I 
Mine Hand hath laid the Foundation of the 
Earthy my right Hand alfo hoth fpanned the 
Heavens ^ when I call unto them, they ftand 
up together. All thefe with the moft exaft 

Harmony, 
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ilarmony, and with the higheft Fidelity 

perform their Mailer's Will. Man only 

proveth difobedient and refradory : he 

alone joineth in Rebellion with apoftate 

Spirits. lie defpifeth his Maker, tranf- 

greffeth his Will, and tven dcnieth the 

Exiftence of that Almighty Being, to whom 

he oweth his Life^ his Breathy and all 

Things. Well may God cry out againft fuch 

abandoned Ingratitude : near^ O Heavens ^ 

and give Ear^ O Earthy far the Lord bath 

fpoken \ I have nourijhed and brought up 

Children^ and they have rebelled againjl me^ 

!^emember this, my Brethren, and Jloew 

your/elves Men. .Lift up your Eyes and 

your Hearts to Heaven, arid praifc him that 

taade you. Break out into Songs of Praife^ 

and fay Prctife the Lord, O my Soul, and all 

that is within me traife his holy Name % who 

bath garnifhed the Heavens by his Wifdom ; 

who batiffpread out the Earth by his Power i 

and who hath f aid to Man,* Behold, the Fear 

of the Lofdi tbctt if fFrfdom; and to depart 

frtm Mvil, is Underftanding. 

Selfondly, A^e we redeemfd by God the 
Son from Sin, from Mifcry, and from eter- 
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nal Death; what Returns then of Praiic 
and Thankfgiving are due to £o generous a 
Friend^ who hath faved us by his own 
Death ? . What Thanks can be fufficient 
for fuch wonderful Kindnefs, fuch amaz- 
ing Condefcenfion, /uch ineftimable Love, 
as brought doW^ the Son of God from Hea^ 
ven to fave Sinners ? Was the Remainder 
of our Days, whijjh God fhall be pleafcd to 
lend us, to be.fpent altogether in Praifes 
and .Thankfgivings- to our merciful and 
gracious Saviour; ftill our Praifes and 
Thaiikfgivings would fall infinitely fliort 
of what is due unto him. Millions of Agis, 
joined to Millions of Ages, might be em- 
ployed in this pleafing, this noble, this 
feraphic Service ; and ftill Millions and 
Millions of Ages to come^ would demand 
the fame grateful Praifes ^nd Acknowledg- - 
ments. For' how fliall they* who ard re- 
fcued and redeemed from the Power of Sin, 
from the Tyranny of Sa!an, and from the 

Pains and Horrors of eternal' Dea<h, ever be* 

* • ■* 

able to pay the immenfe Debt of Gratitude 
due to theii^ Almighty and mercifuL De- 
liverer? O thou crucified Savioufjt thou 
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Son oir God moft high,*look down from 
Heaven^ thy Dwelling-piace^ where thou 
rcigncft in Glory and Happinefs inexpref- 
fiblt^ upon thy Redeemed; and by the 
Grace of thy Holy Spirit, fo influence and 
dircdl our ^Hearts, that we may love thee 
above all Things,- and delight to do thy 
♦ Will; and always efteem it our greateft 
Pl^fure and Glory to fing forth thy Praifes, 
faying, Thou art the King^of Glory ^ O Chrijl, 
thou art the everlq/ling Son of the Father. 
jVheijr thou tooke^ uton thee to deliver Man^ 
thou ,didjl not abhor the Virgin's IVomb. 
When thou ffadjl overcame the Shqfpnefs of 
JDeathf thou didjl open the Kingdom of Hea^ 
ven i to all Believers. Thou fttejl at the 
right Hand of God in the Glory of the Father. 
We believe that thoufhalt come to be ouf^Judge. 
We therefore pray tpee help thy Servants ^ whom 
thou haji redeemed with, toy preciouf^BlooJ. 

. But farther, th^Son of God gave himfelf 
•for usl that be mieht redeem us from all Ini-^ 
gutty, and punfy to himfelf a peculiar People^ 
zealous of good Works. Should we then live 
in Sin, would it not be higheft*'AfFront we 

, F 2 ; could 
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could poflibly oner to our Saviour, who, 
by dying for us, hath taught us that wc 
ihould die to Sitii and rife again unto Right €• 
oufnefs f Would it not be the greateft t)if- 
honour, and the highcft Difgrace to that 
holy Name, by which we are called, not to 
depart from Iniquity ? To live in Sin, after 
Chrift hath done fo much to redeem us fjjpm 
it, would be to crucify the Son of God afrejh^ 
and to put him to '^an open Shame* Shall the 
ranfomed, the Redeemed of the Lord^ whom 
he hath at the Expence of his own^Bloo3, 
refcued and delivered from Sin and Hell, 
bring fbemfelves agfiin into Subjediqp to 
thefe cruel Enemies ? Forbid it Shame; 
forbid it Honour, forbid it Gratitude I 
Confidcr, my beloved, that you are Chrif- 
tianSi, '^ That you are permitted the vaft 
Honour to be named by the Name of 
Ghrift. Shquld not that facred Name put 
you in Mind, that yon' ought to imitate* 
him in all virtuous and godly Living ; apd 
that you ought not to behave yourfclves un- 
worthy of that Honour, which he hath 
^ conferred upon you ? How highly would 

t you 
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you value yburfelvesj/my Brethren, €0til4 
you number amongft your Relations Kings, 
and Princes, and Potentates of the Earth } 
But how <mean, how contemptible an tio- 
nour is T^hat^ in comparifon of having for 
your Brother, Chrift the Son of God, the 
Lord of Glory ? He took upon him hu-*, 
man Nature; and was in all Things macln 
like unto u^ ; and \^ not afliaracd : 'to 
pall us Brethern. Would you then Difr 
honour this noble, this princely, {his heai^ 
venly ^Prother, by bafe and unworttjy.Ac.- 
tiousj^ Wou}4 you bring Di^rijce .upo^ 
your Saviour, your King, your God,' by 
living in the Praftice of thofe Vices, whicfe 
Jic died to faye you from } It is very true, 
that you cannot bring any t^al Difgrace 
upon your Saviour, do what you will. For 
your Vices cannot hurt him, Your Vir- 
tues cannot profit him. But reniember, 
that if aJll his Sufferings for you cannot 
prevail upon you to live in Obedience tqhi^ 
Commands, but you will fpend your 1 ime 
in Wickednefs, he will difown all Relation 
to you y and when the great Day of Acr 

F 3 couqt« 
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counts (hall come, he will confign you 
over to the Charge and Tyranny of thofc 
evil Spirits, to whom you have joined your- 
felves in this World ; and will" condemn 
you to outer Darknefs^ to weeping and gnajh^ 
^^g ^J Teeth I to the Fire that never Jhall be 
quenched I where their Worm dietb not, and 
the Fire is not quenched. 

Laftly, We zxtfunSliJied by God the Holy 
Chojt ; to hinqi,: therefore fliould we afcribc 
the Praife, the Honour, the Glory of our 
SanSiification. Would you know how 
greatly you are indebted to this Spirit of 
Holinefs : and how juftly your higheft 
Praifcs and Thankfgivings are due unto 
him ? Look into your own Hearts and fee, 
how prone they are to Evil, how averfe to 
what is good. Reflefl: upon the many and 
great Temptations by which you are fur- 
rounded ; and how fatally they are adapted 
to work upon your corrupt AfFe<^ions j 
and confider the vafl Force and Cunning 
of that evil One, the Tempter, who, as a 
roaring Lion, walketh about, feeking whom 
be may devour^ How immenfe a Bleffing 

muft 
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muft it then be to have fo faithful, fo 
powerful a Friend, to aflift you; who can 
help ygu to ^orrcdt the Perverfencfs of your 
Will, and to bring it into Subjc^ion to the 
^yill of God ; y/ho can aflift you to over- 
come all the Pci\«cr, ^nd to counter-ad all 
the Cunning of your fpiritual Enemies ? 
And who, by opening to your View the 
Glories and Bleflednefs of Heaven, the cer- 
tain Reward of your faithful Perfeverence 
in doing jhe Will of your heavenly Father; 
can teach^ you *to fcorn and defpife all the 
JPleafurqg, and all the Profperitie$ which 
this* vain World caji offer. The Holy- 
Spirit of God is always prefent with good 
Men, to affift tjiem in the Performance of 
their Duty. He enJighteneth their Under- 
landings in the fincere Search after divine 
Truth s exciteth their Wills to that which 
is good; and by his Might ilrengtheneth 
their honeft Endeavours in the Purfnit pf 
it* He is the Author of our fpiritual Life; 
a Principle of Holinefs within us. By his 
Aid our Reafon preferveth her Empire over 
the inferior AfFedions. By him we are 
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taught to fubdue our Inclinations after Evil^ ^ 
By him we are* pnablfid (o delight in the 
Will of God, and to preftr th# Pleafure of 
ferving him before all the vain Enjoyments 
of Senfe. By him \^e are tatight aniJ afliftcd 
to rejoice in the fiery Trial, and yith Joy 
and Satisfaction to /uffer for "Rigbteoujhefs 
Sake. By him our Faith |S made lively 
and active; and enabled • to bring forth the 
Fruit of good JL<iving. By him the Glorie$ 
of Heaven are fet before us, aiid we are 
taught to look forward tq the blefled Hope 
of eternal Life, whiph God hath*promifed 
to all them that arc led i by the Spirit of 
God. Let us npt, mytfeloYed Brethren, 
grieve this Holy -Spirit.' Let us not do de- 
fpite to this Spirit of Grace i but let us 
always chearftilly obey his blefled Motions . 
and S'uggeftions 5 and let us befeech him 
to ibide with us for ever, to be our Pro- 
tedor^ and our Guide through the^torms 
and Temptations of this wicked World*^ 
and condud us to that Place of everlafting 
Reft and Glory, where we {hall praife Fa-- 
tber^ Son^ and Holy Ghofi\ to all Eternity. 

Now 
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NoiV to God the Fathr^ who hath made 
and prefervcd us > to God^he Son, who hath 
faved us, and wafhed us from ouf Sins by 
his owfl Blood ; and to God ibc Holy G/JoJ/, 
by whom the whole Btdy of tbe Chtirch is 
governed and fan£iifi?d i three P^rfons and 
one God^ tlejfed for ever, be all Honour^ 
Pfaife and Glory, for ever, and ever,. Amen, 
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SERMON V, 



THE MOTIVES TO PRAYER^ 



James v. 13. (fonncr Part) 

IS ANY AMONG YOU AFFLICTED ? LET 

HIM PRAY. 

npHAT Prayer hath been always looked 
upon as a neceflary, indifpenfable Duty; 
as a Means of obtaining our Defires ; of 
procuring Bleffings ; or removing Calami- 
ties ; is evident from the Example, and 
univerfal Practice of Mankind. For al- 
though very foon after the Flood, almoft 
the whole World, funk into Superftition 
and Idolatry ; though they forfook the true 
God, and fet up a Multitude of falfe ones, 
and adored Stocks and Stones, the Works of 
their own Hands i yet we find that they 

prayed 
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prayed and made and«made Supplication to 
thefe for Safety and Succefs -, and for De- 
liverance from all thofe Calamities* which 
they fopnd themfelves unable to divert, 
Though the Gods, whom they blindly wor- 
fhipped, had not Strength iufficient in peril- 
ous Times, even to deliver themfelves from 
Danger ; yet they thought it their Duty 
to implore their Affillance, and entreat their 
Help under the Miferies they fufFered/ 
And although they were grofsly miftaken 
in applying their Devotions to improper 
Objects, to them who by Nature were na 
Gods ; yet they proceeded upon a natural 
and reafonable Foundation. For as they 
acknowledge a God, and an Almighty Pro-r 
vidence prefiding over the Affairs of this 
lower World ; fo confidently with this 
Belief, they judged that all thofe Calamities 
which befel them, were inflidted upon 
them, or at leaft permitted to happen, by 
the fame over-ruling Power, for Ends beft 
known to himfelf. As therefore they were 
aflured who was the Caufe of them, or by 
whofe Permiflion they came to pafs, fo 

they 
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they were likewife affurcd, that II was in 
his Power to remove them, when it fhould 
fecmi beft to his good Pleafure. And they 
were further convinced Iby the? Light \i 
Reafon, that Prayer and Supplication were 
the moft efFcdual Means of obtaining Re- 
lief; and befpeaking the Favour, of what 
they efteem^d, the^heavenly Powers. Con- 
fidering -likewife the manifold Neceffities 
and Wants which human Life \% Accom- 
panied with, and which it was not in the 
Power of Men to fupply, either by them- 
fclves, or by the mutual Help, and Aflift- 
ance of one another, they were directed by 
the Light of Nature, to apply themfelves 
to fome Being of greater Strength and 
Ability than their own, who migjit be both 
able and willing to help a\d defend them. 
Experience taught them, that in this earthly 
Pilgrimage they were continually expofed 
to various Kinds of Mifcry and AfHidtion ; 
to innumerable Dangers and Difficukies, 
from which tljey could not deliver them- '* 
ftlve#. They iound likewife, that no hu- 

t mfin 






' .. •»'•■;•.•••• 



\ 



*** 



■• ■. 



e 



•» 






•1 



7$ THE MOTIVES 

t 

man Cunning H)r Forcfight was able either 
to*prcvent them, or to prefcribc a Remedy 
for them. To vjhom, then, (hould they flee 
fof Succour, but to him whom they fup- 
pofed to be the great Author and Giver of 
all Things, the fupreme Difpofer of all 
all Events; and on whom the liTue of 
Things, did entirely clSpend?. To him, 
therefore, they offered up their Petitions 
for Refiif from Evils, which exceeded the 
Reach of' mere human Agents. To him 
they addreifed their Supplications, when 
prefled by any great AfHiiftion and Csrfa-^ 
mity I and from him alone, they expeded 
Deliverance. 

In Truth, the Heathen were fo conftant 
and unifiorm in the Praftice of this Duty, 
that they neveii undertook any Bufinefs of 
Importance, witliout firft imploring the 
Afliflance of Heaven. And in this Example 
of Piety, tUfey may (hame too' many Chrif- 
tians, who feldom feek to Gbd for Succcfs 
in any of their Undertakings, but depend 
altogether upon their own Wifdopi and 
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Cunning ; and feldom invoke the Naxn^ of 
God, unlefs it be to abufe it by prophane 
Ciirfing and Swearing. 

The Jews^ the peculiar People of God, 
to whom he was pleafed in a more particular 

Manner, to make a Revelation of his Will, 

• 

were direded by God himfclf to offqr np 
the Sacrifice of Prayer and Supplication ; 
and were exprefsly promifed that it fhould 
be graciouHy received,* and their Petitions 
anfwered. Holy Writ furniflieth us* with 
innumerable In (lances, of this Kind; and 
the Prayers of pious Perfons are therein 
recorded for our Inftrudion and Imitation. 
Agreeable to this Doftrine, the Gofpel Dif- 
penfation has delivered to us tlie fame Pre^ 
cepts and Injunctions concerning our De-* 
votions. We arc commanded to pray with-- 
out teajtngi and in every Thing by Prayer 
and Supplication^ foiti Thank/giving, to let 
our- Requejis be made known to God. And as 
this Duty cometh recomnipnded to us by the 
Command and Example of our Saviour and 
b\s Apojlles^ we are certainly bound, in a 
more efpecial Mahner, to t)^e Performance 
"' ■ ^ ^ of 
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of it. It h by a right Ufe of Prayer, tfiaf 
we muft expert Deliverance from all thofe 
^' Miferies and Calamities with which in this 

World \ye muft be unavoidably affli^Sed. 
The Apojlle, therefore, giveth us the Advice 
in my Text. Is any affl:£ted ? !et him pray. 
As though he had faid, in all the AfRidliotis 
* of this Life, in every preffing Culamiry, and 

dreadful Accident whicU niay befal us, let 
us make our Addr^s to Almighty God. 
Let us implore his Affiftance, and entreat 
him to deliver us, and we (hall take thd 
^ moft effedlual Method to bring Relief to 

our Miferies, and Eafe to our SuiFeringii 

ij*^* In difcourfing upon the Words before us^ 

» I (hall in th^ firft Place, lay before you fome 

^. Motives whiqh may induce us to the Per* 

formance of this Duty of Prayer. And fe- 

^ condly, I (hall (hew you what Qualifications. 

are requifite to make our Prayers acceptable! 

to God. 

* Firft, Wfi 'fliould confider, that all the 

Miferies and Calamities which do befal lis 

in this prefent State, are inflicted upon lis 

^ by God himfelf, either as they are fent im- 
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h!ie<}iately from hino, or as they are permitted 
to come upon us by his good Providence, 
for wife and good li^nds. We cannot, at 
leaft we ought not, to be fo ftupid as tq 
imagine, that they are the £iFe<fls of blind 
Change apd Unc^ertainty ; or that they are 
"produced by a fatal and inevitable Neceflity . 
for that would be highly deftrudive of the 
GU^odlnefs and Providence of God : and 
would exclude him from the Government of 
b^in^n Aflfair$. For as God at firft created 
aU Ifhings by tb^ Word of his Power> fo he 
k^^pf^th in hi$ own Hands the Guidance 
imd DifeiStion of Events ; though he may 
employ fubordinate Inftruments, and make 
m^; of fecond Gaufes for the eiFed:ing of 

them. 

* ■ 

Every ^vent, whether it be good or bad, is 
Un4er the Government of God's all-wife Pro- 
yidi^nc?, and caa proceed no farther than he 
peripdttQth. H? J^ttetb them their Bounds^ 
H»hi^if they Jhall not pafs. It is, therefore, 
highly fpafpnable, that in all our Diftreflcs, 
cf what Kind foever they are, we fliould offer 
Dp our Petition^ qnto him for Relief* It is 

G highly 
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highly reafonable, that we fhould pro{(rdt6 
ourfelves before him, humbly imploring hif 
Affiftance and Protcdlion. And the God of 
all Mercy will have Compaffion upon his 
Servants, and either deliver us from the 
Evils we labour under, or by his Grace aiid 
and Strength enable us to endure them. 

It is a very common^ yet a very impiotrs 
Prad:lcc, with the unthi^nking Part of Mail-^ 
kind, to conceive that they can, by their 
own Wit and Cunnings free themfelves from 
the Miferies they labour under $ and which 
they impute to their own Mifmangemeot. 
They imagine that a contrary Prafticc wiH 
bring Relief along with rt| and, therefore^ 
efteem it unncceffary Trouble to petittoii 
. God for what they can perform as well 
themfelves. It is doubtlefs very poffibley 
and what i believe doth often happen, that 
Men bring upon themfelves many and great 
Diftrcfles by their own Folly and Wickcd- 
nefs. But when they fancy that a Change 
of Condudl will extricate them, they 
may find themfelves greatly miflaken. A 
Change, indeed^/rom a Courfe of Wickcd- 

ncfs. 
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dcfi, to a Life of Virtue, is very likely to 
prevail upon God to be merciful to us; 
but then this is the very Thing we are 
contending for; becaufe fuch a Change 
cannot be efieded without fincere Repent^ 
ance, w:hich is always attended by Prayer^ 
and Supplicaiion. For when a Man hatb 
ofiendcd God, if he would make any Re^ 
paration for his Faults, he will befeech 
him with Jlrong Cries and Tears. Thofc 
Misforlunes^ therefore, which we impute 
to our own Folly, fhould rather be afcribed 
to the almighty Power of God, who hath 
decreed, that in the very Nature of Things, 
theib ihall be the natural Confequences of 
our Vices ; or elfe infli&eth them upon us» 
as the Puniihment of them. And it cannot 
but be highly pleafing to God, and agreed- 
able to our dependent Condition, to ac- 
knowledge his Power upon thefe Occafions. 
As it is, doubtlefs, a very great Contempt 
of his Authority, to attribute our Afflic- 
tions altogether to inferior Caufesj. and 
upon that Prefumption, to depend entirely 

G 2, upon 
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Upon ourfeivic8, or others^ for our Deliver- 
ance from tbem. 

Secondly, if wc conlidcr further, that 

God is a fieing of infinite Power and Wif- 

<iom, able and willing to work our Deliver- 

ance, even from the greateil and moft pref* 

£ng C^amittes ; and that to whomfgever 

wc fcek befides, we feek in vain ; this will 

l>e another prevalliiig Motive to incline us 

to offer up our Devotions to him. We are, 

i^eed, allowed to make XJ{g of all honi^ 

Means t^ eafe our Miferies, and to ligbteft 

oUr Afflictions; btrt uniefs the Almightjr 

pleafeth to co*operat)e with us, and to ble£i 

our Endeavours, they will prove fruitlefs^ 

and our Labour will be loft. Men maj 

contrive with the utmoft Art and Cunniiiigt 

and may plan out fuch Sdbemes as {to hui- 

man Wi£iom) may appear impoffible to 

miCcarry j b^ut if G©d do not proJ^jer our 

Uiidertakings> and fuccecd our Enterprizes, 

fbfe bed l»id Deiign^, and the moft, reitne^ 

ybiicy, w»4^ be brought to Nought. This 

is, ' indeed^ no more than what wie may 

reafonably 
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reafonably expedt as the PuniHiment of our 
Prcfumption. When Men fh,ut God out 
from their Defigns, he is often pleafed to 
blaft them, to convince the Contrivers of 
FoUy and Madnefs. He leadetb Counfellors 
0wayjp$iled, He cafttth out the Counfeh of 
Princes t and maketh the Devices of the Reople 
to be of none EffcSi. Human Strength and 
Wifdom cannot prevail againft God ; but 
whatever he pleafeth, that he d^oxkiyand 
none, can fay td hitn^ what jdoji thou ? This 
ihould, .therefore,, prove a powerful Motive 
to feek unto God, as our chief Support, and 
to tcly upon him, as our only Comfort. 

And this Manner of proceeding 13 not 
only agreeable to Reafon^ but alfo to the 
general Practice of Mankind. When v/c 
have any grand Defign in Hand, we are dc- 
firotis to engage in our lotereft thofe that 
are ixKtft powerful, and whom,, we imagine, 
arCL^moft able to ^ffift us. And certainly 
we cannot apply ourfelves to one. more 
powerful, more able,, or more willing to 
xdiieve us than our Almighty Creator. 
<8kalh not we thea a£t a moft foolish and 

3 wicked 
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wicked Part^ when we depend upon humaft 
Means alone, and fcek not unto the Lord 
our God ? The Children of Men are but 
Vanity ; the Children of Men are deceitful 
upon the Weights ; they are altogether lighter 
than Vanity itfelf O ! put not your Trujl 
in Princes 9 nor in any Child of Man i jor 
there is no Help in them. But trufi in the 
Lord with all thine Hearty and lean not unto 
thine own Under/landing ; in all thy Wayt 
acknowledge him, andbejball direS thy Patiu 
He Jhall deliver thee in fix TrouUes, yea^ in 
feven thou Jhall not he afraid. Put yow 
Trufi in him, therefore, all ye People ; pom 
cut your Hearts before him, for God is our 
Hope. When we have fecured him to our 
Side, and befpoke his Favour in our Behalf» 
Nothing will be able to hurt us. Wc 
may reft fafc under his Protcftionj and 
under his Wings may be our Refuge^ until 
our Troubles are blown over, and the Storm 
appeafed. 

Thirdly, The Evils that wc fuffcr, may 
be inflided upon us as a Punifhment of our 
Sins. If, therefore, we defire to have them 

removed 
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removed^ it is but reafonable, that we fhould 
offer up our Petitions to God for Pardon 
and Forgivenefs of thofc Sins that brought 
them upon us. Sin, we are very well 
aflured, is highly difpleafing to God. It 
often provoke^h him to inflid heavy Judg- 
ments upon us in this World; and eternal 
Punifliment is denounced againfl it, to deter 
w U6 from it* If, therefore, after we have 
'^ tranfgrefled his Commandments, he (hould 
' of his in6nite Wifdom, think fit to afflidt 
r us, we £hould proftrate ourfelves before 
ij^ him, and humbly fue for Pardon, We 
l^^?tlw acknowledge our Faults, and with 
^^kmSIe and contrite Hearts^ bow down be* 
ibrc him who defireth not the Death of a 
■[JSimer, but rather that he Jhould turn from his 
Wickednefs and live. If we fufFer in this 
Life, it is owing to the Mercy and Good- 
ne(s of God, who by thefe fatherly Cor-- 
redtions, is* willing to bring us to Repent- 
ance, and to fave us from the Wrath to 
con>e. God chaftifeth us for our Profit, 
cut of Pity and Compafiion. His Defign 
ia to purge our Confclences from dead JVorks^ 

G 4 that 
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that oar Souls may befaved in the Day hf tk^ 
Lord. We ifaouid, therefore, make this 
Ufc of ojir Afflictions, and apply them to 
the Purpofcs for which they were intended* 
We ihould humbly implore the Mercy and 
Forgivenefs of God ; and then if he (hould 
tiot think fit to remove them, the Sting of 
them will be taken away, and his Gract. 
will be fvfficknt for u$^ zxi^ enabk us to 
endure them with Patience and ContcfiC*» 
ment, 

\V? may fuffer A^i^ions, lilcewile^ as 
Trials of our Faith and Coaftancy. It 
fometimes pleafcth Almighty God to cxcf- 
cife the beft of Men therewith ; that th<? 
^rial of their Faith being much more precioits 
than of Gold that perijheth (though it be tried 
nvitk Fire J might be found unto Fraifi and 
-Glory in the Day of the Lord, Affli(9ions 
^Ifo may be fent as a Check to our loofe 
pefires; and to prepare us for a better 
State to be enjoyed hereafter. Upon all 
which Accounts, we (hall find Prayer to 
be not only a reafonable, but a neceffary 
Duty, To entreat the Afliftancc of God's 

holy 
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holy Spirit to enable us to refift , every 
Temptation, and to ftand in every Trial j 
to furnifh us with Power to pcrfcvcre to 
the End, that we may be found worthy to 
be made Partakers of .thofe good Tfeings, 
which God hath prepare^ for us, and that 
mr light JffiiSlimSy which in Comparifoa 
are but for a Moment, may work out for us 
^ far more excteding and eternal Weight of 
Glory. 

But laftly. The ftrongeft and moft pre^ 
vailing Motive to excite our Devotion, and 
awake in us^ a due Senfe of this Duty, ifi 
the Knowledge that we have a powerful 
Advocate with the Father^ "jefus Chrlfi the 
righteous ; who knowing all our Infirmities^ 
fuici being a merciful and faithfal High-p 
Pricft, prcfenteth Our Supplications before 
God^ and maketh* Interceffion on Oiir Be- 
half. Out of his abundant Love to Man- 
]cind, he underwent a painful and Oiameful 
Pcadi, even the Death of the Cr^fs^ that hft 
might avert from us the Anger of Qod^ 
and fave us from eternal Death, the Penalty 
^ ©f out evil Deeds* We have, therefore, no 

Reafon 
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Reafon to doubts but he will intercede for 
us to his Father^ plead his Merits on oiir 
Behalf, and ever be ready, upon all Occafionsv 
to aflif): and fuccour thofe to the utmoft 
who feek unto him. 

Since then, we have fo great a Friend in 
Heaven to fpeak for us, one who hath Coni» 
paflion upon all Men, and who, as he hath 
fttffered himfelf to be tempted^ is able alfo 
to fuccour them that are tempted ; . what 
more perfuafive Motive can we have to en- 
courage us to a due Performance of this 
Duty? Neither Jew nor Gentile were 
ever bleiTed with this Advantage, It is t 
Privilege peculiar only to the Gofpel Dif* 
penfation. Shall not we then, be guilty of 
the bafeft Folly and Ingratitude, if we ne-^ 
gle£t to make Ufe of this Advantage?' 
Nay, if we do not accept it with the utmoil 
Tokehs of Gratitude and Reverence ?, 

Let us, therefore, my beloved Brethren, 
come boldly unto the throne of Graces and 
there in the Name of our bleflcd Saviour, 
lay all our^ Complaints before God. In all 
our Sufferings, he is ready to help us# 

Through 



TO PRAY1ER. 91 

Through him our Prayers will be Aire to 
meet with Acceptance, His interceflion is 
moft powerful, and can prevail when all 
other Means (hall fail us. Let thefe Con* 
fiderations, then, have their full Weight. 
Let them influence our Lives and Pradicc* 
Let us permit them to beget in us a due 
Senfe of the Power of God, of his Domi-* 
nion over us^ and of his Readinefs to help 
and fave us. Let them prevail upon us to 
to look upon God as our Father, who 
pitieth us as his own Children^ and doth 
not willingly affli<ft us i but when our Sins 
compel him to punifh us^ doth it for our 
Good, Let us, in all our Wants, addrefs 
ourfelves to God, humbly acknowledging 
his Power and Goodnefs ; confefling and for- 
faking our Sins ; and befeeching him to par- 
don our Offences ; and to have Mercy upon 
us ; and to free us from our Afflidlions, or 
give us Grace and Strength to endure them ; 
and crown our Sufferings with immortal 
Honour and Glory in the World to come— 
for the Sake, and through the Merits of his 
Son Jcfus Chrifl our Lord, To whom, &c. 

SERMON 
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THE QUALIFICATIONS OF PRAYER, 
AND THE ADVANTAGES OF IT. • 
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J AMij V. 1 3. (fonncf Pait) 



IS ANY AMONG YOU A*''FLlCTED ? L*T 

HIM PRAY, • - '^■'■''^ 



TN difcourfing upon tbcfe Words^ Ipro- 
- pofedi Firft, 

To c<Mifider the Motives to Prayer* 

Secondly^ To lay before you the Qjiali* 
fications requiiite to make our Prayers ac^ 
ceptable to Ood, And, ■ - 

Laftly^ to (hew you the Advantages 
arifing from a due Performance of this 
Duty. 

The firft of thefe I have already fpokea 
tO; and (haU therefore proceed to iheW 

you. 
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you, what Tempers and Qualifications are 
requifite to make our Prayers acceptable to 

God. 

Firft then, wc muft offer up our Prayers 

to Almighty God with Humility^ and an 
entire Refignation to his Will. It is not 
at all confiftent with our dependent Con- 
dition to demand a Redrefs of our Griev- 
ances, m an haughty and imperious Man- 
ner; neither doth it become us to give 
ourfelves up to Murmurings and Impatience, 
becauie our Wants are not fatisfied,, nor' 
our Calamities removed. Such a Behaviour 
would only ferve to increafe our Miferies ; 
to provoke (he mod High again ft us; and 
to excite him to add a greater Weight t& 
our AfHidtionf. Wc (hould prefent our 
Supplications before God with all the ten* 
dcr Expreflions of filial Refped and Siib« 
miflion ; and refer the Time and Manner 
of our Deliverance to him alone. But if 
we complain, as though w^e were opprefled 
with Tyranny and Injuftice ; and that our 
Calamities are rather the Infliiflfons of a 
fevere and cruel Maftcr, than the Chaftifc- 

ments 
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metits of a kind and merciful Father, we (hall 
draw down the Vengeance of God upon our 
own Heads, by arraigning his Juftice, and 
calling his Mercy in Queftion. But Pa- 
tience and Refignation reconcile us to God^ 
becaufe they are an Acknowledgment that 
our iDependence is upon him j and that all 
that we enjoy, and all that we hope for, 
"flo^reth from his Bounty. If we ad thus^ 
we (hall have feafon to hope, that the 
Mercy and Goodnefs of God will be ex- 
tended towards us. And although we may 
ix>t efcape free from Misfortunes and Cala- 
mities (as indeed we have no Caufe to ex- 
pe& it^ neither, perhaps, would it be fa 
well fo^ us, if we did) yet we ihall be 
sunply rccompenfed in the Enjoyment of a 
qOtet and ferene Confcience here, in the 
Love and Favour of God, and in the com- 
fortable Expectations of that eternal Re- 
Ward rcferved for us in Heaven. 

Second. A fccond Qualification is Fait£} 

by which is not meant a vain enthuiiaftic 

Prefumption that God will do for us what* 

* ever we defire of him, but a well-grounded 

Belief 
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Belief and Perfuafion, that whatever Ocki 
WUlethi he is able to do; and that bd 
will do whatever he fliall fee fit and c^n^ 
venient for us. Whenever, therefore, wd 
put up our AddrefTes to God, v/c aiuft aik 
in Faitbi nothing doubting. IVbatfoevirye 
JBallaJkfor in Prayer^ tbat^ believtng^yejball 
rtcdive^ fays our biefled Saviour, We muft 
by /UQ Means ;diftruft God*s Power and 
Willingnefs to aid and aiSift us $ ibut firniljr 
believe that he will anfwer ouf Defire^^ and 
fulfil all our Mind, if it feem beft to hi) 
unerring , Wifdona* The Reafon wljy Qod 
requireth this Duty of us, is not becauib h< 
ftandcth in Need of our Information ; . fof 
he is acqiAunted with all our InfiSfJxiXmi 
He knoweth our Necejfitm before wc ajk% find 
our Ignorance in a/king. But he e^pe^etb 
it of us, that wc fhould thereby ^xpwfl 
our Dependence uppn hiro, our unftiikeil 
Truft and Confidence in him, and. ouf 
Faith in his Goodncfs and Power. But if 
wc doubt whether God be able, or whe-*' 
ther he be willing to relieve us, we diftruO^ 
his Providence, and Goodncfs ; and if ouif^ 

2 Expedlations 
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Expe6tations are not anfwered, and our Ca^ 

lam i ties renioVcd, We can blame none but 

ourfelves j for we do not afk as we ought. 

3. But further. We muft pray with 

Conftancy and PerfeVcfence. We muft 

not be caft doWn becaufe our Requefts are 

not immediately granted i neither niuft .we 

for that Caufe, grow remifs and carelefs 

in our Duty > for* God may feem to rejedt 

our Prayers, aiid not immediately grant our 

Petitions, to try our Faith and Patience ^ 

but Wfe Ihould double our Endeavours, and 

^ry utth God mightily znd pray with the greater 

Fervency and Importunity* This we are / 

cncoutaged to do by our Saviour ; which of 

ythii feys h«j jhall have a Friend^ and/hall 

fiome t0 him at Midnight^ and Jhall fay unto 

bifn^ Friend^ lend me three Loaves ; for a 

Frttnd of fnine in hir Journey is come to me, 

Und t have nothing tofet before him . And he 

from 'within Jhall fay ^ trouble me notythe Door 

isjhuff and my Children are with me in Bed^ 1 

cannot rife^ and give thet. Verily I fay untoyoUj 

though he will not rife and give him, becaufe he 

is^ his Friend I yet becaufe of his Import unity , 

H he 
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he witi rtfey and give him as many as he 
needeih. And verily I fay unto you ^ ajk^ and 
it jhall he given ; feek^ and ye jhall find > 
knock y and it Jhall be opened unto you. And 
again he /pake a Parable to this End , that 
Men ought always to pray^ and not to faints 
There was in a City a Judge ^ that feared not 
God J nor regarded Man > and there was a JVi^ 
dow in that City, and /he came unto him^Jaying^ 
aveng^e me of mine Adverfary -y and be would 
not for a while ; But afterwards hefaid w//i6- 
in himfelf though I fear not God^ nor regard 
Man ; yet becaufe this Widow troubletb me, I 
will avenge her^ left by her continual Coming, 
J/:e weary me. Now, fince the Man pre- 
vailed upon his Friend by his Importunity, 
and the Widow on the unjuft Judge by the 
fame Means ; much more may we hope^ by 
our Afliduity, to prevail upon God, who 
hath promifed to hear the Petitions of them 
\vho aik in his Son's Name 5 and is always 
more ready to hear, than we to pray^ and is 
iiont to give more than either we defire, or 
deferve. 

4. Another 
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4. Another Qualification is Charily 4 
When we offer up our Prayees to Almighty 
God, our Hearts muft be full of Amity 
and Good'^wilL When we arc feeking fof 
Mercy at the Hands of God, it would b6 
the utmoft Folly and Prefumption, to ima* 
gine that he will hear us, whilft we har- 
bour in our Breafts nothing but Envy arid 
Malice* When ye pray^ fays our Saviouf^ 

forgive. This Qualification is indeed (o 
highly ncceffary, that without it, our Prayers 
will not be accepted. It is upon this very 
Condition that we are encouraged to offer 
up our Addreffes to the Throne of Grace 
for Mercy and Forgivencfs. Why fliould 
a Man exped: that God fhould be merciful . 
to him, and forgive him his Sins, and fave 
him out of his Troubles, when he will 
ihew no Kindnefs to his Fellow- creatures, 
who arc the Work of God's Hands, as 
well as he ? We muft, therefore, lift uf> 
holy Hands without Wrath. Our P flayers 

. to God muft be attended with Love to our 
Brethren^ Love and Good-vsrill muft reign 
iti our Hearts >) and then we may humbly 

H 2 hope 
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hope that our Primers will afcend up to 
our Father which is Heaven^ and be heard 
with Acceptance By. the God af all Mercy. 
5. We muft offer up our Prayers to God 
with clean Hands and a pure Heart. It \^ 
itt vain to cxpedl Deliverance from our 
Afflidions, fo long as we retain our Sins > 
for thefe inftame God'^s Wrath againft uSt 
and provoke him to inftidt thefe Evils upon 
us for our Pani:(hment. An hearty Con- 
trition and Sorrow for' our Faults^ and a: 
fteady Purpofe of Amendment, muftaccoto* 
pany our Petitions to render them tScQoaaX. 
For it is. a manifeft Mocking of God, ta 
demand Relief from the Miferies that Sin 
bringeth upon us, and yet to keep and 
cheriflr the favourite ia our Bofom. Be 
not deceived^ God will not be mocked y for 
nvhat a Manjbweth^ that Jhall he alfo reap.. 
If we live after the F/eJh^ and fow Iniquity, 
we muft expe^ Trouble and Sorrow, as- 
the natural and necelTary Confequence. It 
is true, that God doth fometimes ittm. ta 
anfwer the Petitions of the Wicked, and ta 
grant their Req^uefts, by removing the Ca- 
lamities 
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lamities which they pray againft. But if 
their Deliverance from prefent Sufferings 
do not produce in them a fincere Repent- 
ance, it will only ferve to increafe their 
Condemnation. The Mercy and Goodnefs 
of God extended towards them, if not ap- 
plied to a right Ufe, tnftead of a Bleffing, 
will be changed into a Curfe; will add 
it greater Weight to our Guilt, and help 
to make our Punifhment more intolerable 
in the World to come. 

To thefe let us ^dd a deep Senfe of our 
pwn Unworthinefs ; not claiming any Ex- 
emption from fufFering for any good Deeds 
that we have done, nor thinking ourfelves 
hardly dealt by : when God permitteth Afi 
ilidtions to take hold of us. The beft of 
Men may very juftly fufFer in this World ; 
witlioiit any Imputation either on the Mercy 
w Juftice of God. After all our Endea- 
vours, we muft look upon ourfelves as W- 
frofitahle Servants j and our very beft Ser- 
vices are fo extremely iniperfeft, arfd are fo 
£ully mixed with fuch Faults and Infirmi- 
tits that they may juftly exculpate G6^ 

H 3 frpm 
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from Injufticc or Cruelty, when he inflidcth 
fevere Judgments upon us. If, therefore, 
we defire to have our Prayers heard ; if we 
exped: to find an hgppy Deliverance out of 
all our Troubles, we mufl exprefs a perfedli 
Refignatipn to the Will of God ; an hearty 
Abhorrence of our Sins ; and a firm Refo<* 
lution of Amendment. We muft offer up 
OUT Prayers is^itb Faith ^ nothing dmbtingi 
with Humility and Meeknefs, with Con* 
ftancy and Perfcverence, and with Hearts 
full of J^ove and Charity ; and then we may 
hupbly hope that God will incline bis Bar^ 
to our Requefls, and in his good appointed 
Tim? bring us out of oqr DiftrefTes, or give 
us Strength to bear th?m s and crown our 
Faith and Patience with immortal Honour 
and Glory^ 

I prop§e4 now to confider lafUy, the Ad* 
vantages, afifing from a right Performance 
of this Duty, 

In the firft PJaqe then, we find great Eaft 
even from the bare pouring out our Com- 
plaints. Experience fufficicntly teacheth 
W8 this Truth, When we are ppprei&d hy 
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any fore Calamity^ if we have but a faith- 
ful Friend to whom we can fafely unbur- 
then our Griefs, we perceive the Weight 
to grow lefs, and the Pain to abate to Ad- 
miration; though perhaps, all that our 
Friend can do for us, is only to pity us, 
and he may be utterly unable to help us. 
When we can make our Friend our Con- 
fident, we do in fome Degree make him a 
Partner in our Sufferings; and thus by 
dividing our Afflidlions, and (as it were) 
iharing them with our Friend, the Burthen 
groweth fenfibly lighter. A faithful Friend 
18 the Medicine of Life. We know that 
he will pity us, and take Part with us in 
our Sorrows v therefore, we freely pour out 
Mr Complaints into his Bofomi.and from 
his Compaflion and wholefome Advice re- 
ceive great Confolation. But Mifery is 
doubly fo, when we keep it fullenly to our- 
felves; when We filently brood over it, or 
have no one to whom we dare truft it. For 
Want of fome FViend to reveal our Mif- 
fortunes to, the Anguifli of them become th 
mortf iniuiSerable j and .by being ftifled in 

H4 our 
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our Qwn ^reai^Sy often provcth too hard fo^ 
us to bear* 

And if this be true, what Comfort, what 
Confolation muH: that^Man feel who hath 
God for his Friepd ; to whoip he may with 
Confidence open all his Griefs, ai;id from 
whom he may be furp to End Relief? Hi^ 
Ears are always open to the Cr^^ of \ho 
Afflidtedt He h^th commanded u$ to call 
vpon him in the Time of Trouble, and 
hath promifed to hear us. In the Muhitudf 
of t'h^ Sorrows that I had in niy Hearty tkyt 
Comforts have refrcjioed my Soul^ feys the 
Royal Pfalmiji. God is a true and fajt^iU 
Friend, able to fuccour them to the uttnoft who 
come unto him, and willing to do what-? 
ever he fliall judge to be beft. Muft it not 
prove an inexhauftible Source of Plea^ro 
and Comfort to know that we have lodged 
cur Petitions In the Hand§ of inliaite Wif« 
dom, and Goodnefs, and Powejp; who U 
sble to pver-rule a|l Events, to bring Gppd 
out of Evil, and to malfe alt^hin^s work to-w 
^ether for Good to them that love (mdLjibeyi 
him ? Hqw vaw^Y wncpoifojt;»l}le ^our$ 

might 
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migHt frail Man avoid, if he durft but 
truft God with his Concerns ? How vail 
CoafoUtioa might the SpuJ of Man receive, 
if £be would but feek to God in her Dif- 
trefs? He ca^ afluage our Griefs, and put 
9 Period to our Sorrows ; cznjpeak .Peace ta 
our SquIs^ and bid them he at Reft. 
. The Soul of M?tn when employed upon 
her Pevotions, forgetteth^^ll worldly Con- 
fideratiens. Her Thoughts are bent upoa 
ihe fweet Contemplations of God and his 
^tributes, bciqg wholly tJifeea up:-W}th 
thcfe |4e^fing Refle<aion«. M^r Griefs in^ 
fenfibjy. vatufh and die «w»y. Qr if aoy 
Senfc of them remainjpth, it fcwetb only ta 
quickitn her Devotion*, and urge heir tft 
pray with more Fervency arid Affejftioii, 

And as Devotion fer^eibh to leflen the 
yiolcmce of our Sufferings, and to allay 
thfi Sting and Smart of them; fo doth it 
slfo cQmpofe the Soul to Reft, and place it 
iq a Staje of Eaffc and Tranquillity • When 
the ISoul hath loade her Peace with God» 
and can fafely rely upon his good Provi- 
ifinWf ih^ h doubUefs: better enabled to 

endure 
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endure the Afflidlions that furround her; 
and may calmly look upon all the Troubles 
and Miferies of Life. Being fatisfied with- 
in herfclf, and confcious of her own Inno« 
cence, (he can boldly refift, and chearfully 
fuffer all the Evils of this World, in Hopes 
of a joyful Refurredion to a Life ever- 
laftiug in Heaven, where no Grief can in- 
trude^ no Sorrow can enter; but all is 
Peace, and Love, and Happinefs eternal. 

But further, a due Ufe of Prayer will 
not only enable us to bear with Patience^ 
the Sorrows and Afflii£tions oilAhihtxt alfo 
will teach us how to improve them to cup 
eternal Advantage. A frequent and devout 
Application of ourfelves to God, will lead 
us to contemplate his Nature and Attri^ 
butes. We fhall be taught to behold, and 
to fear his Juftice in punifbing Sin, and 
his Mercy and Goodnefs in forgiving our 
Iniquities, and removing the Puniftiment 
of them. We (hall be led to confider our 
own Weaknefs and Imperfection, and how 
greatly we ftand need of the divine Grace 
to aid and fupport us* And we fhall be 

induced 
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induced to pray pnto God, to give us Grace 
to withftand the Temptations of this pre-- 
fent evil World; being convinced, that 
without his Grace ^ v^hich is to be obtained 
by fervent Prayer and Supplication^ wc 
ftiould fall under every Trial ; and every 
Temptation would overcome us. 

Once more. As Prayer is a very effica^ 
cious Means of alleviating our Afflidtions, 
fo is it alfo very powerful in removing 
them. Afflidions, we know, arc often 
fent as a Punifhment for our Sins ; and 
when this is the Cafe, what more certain 
Method can we take to obtain a Removal 
of them, than to confefs our Sins, and fue 
for Pardon ? Or, if they are fent for Trials 
of our Virtue, to whom flhould we feek 
for Succour, but to him, who hath thought 
fit to lay them upon us; who alone is 
able to fupport us under them, and who 
alone ^an work out our Deliverance from 
them ? 

But, laftly. Prayer is not only a very 
powerful Mean? of removing Afflidlions, 

but 
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but alfo of averting other Judgments, and 
procuring for us greater Bleflings, 

We have many Examples in Holy Writ 
to confirm this Truth. At prefent, I (hall 
content my myfelf w^ith producing twa 
very remarkable Ones. When the Prophet 
Ifaiah v^ras fent to King HezekiaJb, who was 
then upon his Bed of Sicknefs, with a 
Meffuage to Jet bis Houfe in Order ^ and pre* 
pare for Death, we are told, that the King 
turned his Face to the Wall and prayed unt§ 
the Lard^ and wept fore. Let us hear ia 
the ^y^ords of the Prophet what was the 
Succefs of his Prayer. ; Tell Hezekiab^ the 
Captain of my People ; thus faith the Lord^ 
the God of Da'vid thy Father ; I have beard 
thy Prayer^ I have feen. thy Tears ; behold^ 
I "will heal thee -, and / will add unto thy 
Days fifteen Tears^ and I will deliver thee and 
J his City 9 out of the Hand of the King of ^f-. 
Jyria ; and I will defend this City for mine o*v^n 
Sakcy and for my Servant 'David's Sake. 
And when it pleafed God to lay upon Saint 
Paul a very fore Affiliation, io order to keep 

him 
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him humble^ left he Jhould be exalted above: 
Meafure through the Abundance of the Reve^ 
lations ^ though Qod did not think ft upon 
the ApoftW% earneft Application^ to remove 
the Grievance^ yet he did more for him ; 
for he affurcd him of his Proteftion, and 
promifed him, that his Grace f^ould befuffi^ 
cientfor bim^ 

Thefe and many more are the Advantages 
of Prayer^ which being of fo great Efficacy,, 
io highly conducive to our Happinefs here, 
and fo produdiive of it hereafter 5 we ftiall 
certainly be guilty of the higheft Folly, if 
wc negka to difcharge it rightly^ Were 
we once fully convinced of the Neceffity of 
this Duty, and the vaft Advantages arifing 
from it, wc (hould doubtlefs take the 
greatefl Pleafure in the Performance, and 
eftecm ourfelves highly honoured in being. 
thus permitted to addrefs ourfelves to thd 
great Lord of Heaven and Earth. Wtf 
fhould not then fee the Places of divine 
Worfhip fo thinly frequented; for God 
fequireth our Acknowledgment of his Power 
and Goodnefs, not only in the private De- 

2 votions 
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Votions of the Clofet, but likcwife in thd 
iPubliCy and outward Marks of it ini the 
Church. It is a melancholy Spe£tacle to 
behold, of fuch Multitudes who have Tiaie 
and Leifure fufficient to appear in this 
holy Place, how few conae to offer up. their 
Devotions* And too many of thofe, jn- 
ftead of making their Addreffes to God 
with ail their Hearts, and with all their 
Souls, feem to have their Thoughts em<* 
ployed upon foreign and vain Obje^^ 
Indecent Behaviour in this holy Place is a 
moft irreverent Thing ; it tendeth to dif- 
grace our Prayers, and to provoke God to 
turn them into Sin. OJfir fwb unto thy 
Governor^ fays the Prophet^ zndjie if be will 
accept them^ If fuch indecent Behaviour 
would be an high Affront to the Prince, 
how can we dare to a<ft in fuch a Manner 
before him who rcgardeth not the Perfbn 
of Princes, and is able to cajl both Soul and 
Body into Hell ? 

My beloved Brethren, let us not trifle 
with God and our own Souls. Prayer \^ 
our bounden Duty, and muft be performed 

with 
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with Reverence and Attention. All the 

Powers and Faculties of our Souls fhould 

be employed ; and when we lift up our 

Hands in the Sanduary, our Hearts muft 

join in the Petition to make our Prayers 

acceptable. Let us then join in all the Parts 

of our Duty; and let the external Marks 

of Reverence and Devotion make us more 

aftive in the inward Life and Reality of 

it. When we come to appear in this 

holy Place, let us behave ourfelves as 

though we came to converfe with God. 

And let the Knowledge that he is in a more 

efpecial Manner here prefent with us, in- 

fpire us with an awful Dread, that fo we 

may worjhip him as he requireth us, both 

in Spirit and in Truth. 
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OF RELIANCE ON GOD. 



Psalm Iv. 6* 

THERE BE MANY THAT SAV, WHO WILL 
SHEW US ANY GOOD ? LORD, LIFT THOU 
UP THE LIGHT OF THY COUNTENANCE 
UPON US. 

WERE we to examine into the fcveral 
Schemes of Happinefs which men 
propofe to themfelves, and in the Enjoy- 
ment of which they place their utmoft Fe- 
licity, we could not but perceive, at the 
firft; View, how little they are adapted to 
procure that Bleffing, which they all pur- 
fue with fuch unwearied Perfeverance. 
Happinefs is indeed what they all pretend 
to aim at ; but they are (adly deceived in 

I their 
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their Choice, and purfue that as a real 
Good, which when obtained^ they find to 
be little better than Delufion and Difap-^ 
pointqient. This will appear from a £hort 
Dedudtion of Particulars, by which it will 
clearly be fcen, that Happinefs is not to 
be met with in the Enjoyment of any of the 
Things of this World. The only Things 
that promlfe us Happinefs in this Life, arc 
Honours, Riches, and Pleafures; but it 
hath been the cpnftant Complaint of the 
Sons of Men, from the Beginning to this 
yery Time, that the Happinefs flowing fr^m 
the Pofleflion and Enjoyment of any, or all 
thefe, is vain and empty, and unfatisfying. 
Let us briefly enquire into the Truth of this 
Complaint. The Man whcfe fole Delight 
conlifteth in the Gratification of his (enfual 
Appetites, iacrificeth Fortune, and Healthy 
and Life to the Purfuit of imaginary Plea* 
fures 5 whilft every Enjoyment is followed 
by Difappointment, and every Difappoint-- 
ment is fucceedcd by Torment and Vexa- 
tion. He courteth Happinefs in a thoufand 
Shapes, but can poflefs it in none ; he is 

ever 
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ever upon the Stretch after a deceitful and 
fleeting Shadow 5 and when he fondly 
thinketh that the End of his Defires is 
within his Reach, the Phantom deludeth 
his Grafp, and leaveth him furrounded by 
Poverty and Difeafes, to mourn, too late, 
the Folly of his Purfuit, The fordid, 
niggardly Wretch, by whom the Pofleffioa 
(not the Enjoyment) of the Things of this 
World is efteemed an eflential Part of 
Happinefs, crreth as much on the other 
Side. Wealth is his only Aim. His chief 
Good coniifteth in the Multitude of his 
Riches ; and his continual Study is to heap 
up that which he hath not the Soul to 
fpend. The quiet Prefervation of what he 
hath fcraped together, fiUeth him full of 
Anxiety and Solicitude ; his Mind is always 
plagued with reftlefs and uneafy Thoughts 
of being reduced to Beggary and Want j 
^nd his imaginary Poverty produceth real 
and fubftantial Mifery. Where Ambition 
fwelleth the Mind with Luft of Power, 
and cheateth the Man with empty Appear- 
ances of H»ppinefs, from that Bread folid 

la Delight 
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Delight and Satisfadlion arc baniflied, and 
true Happinefs is a Stranger. Ambition 
hath always for its Companions uncafy 
Thoughts and unfatiable Defires, which' 
rob the Man of all Peace of Mind, and in- 
ftead of what he wlflieth for, afford him 
everlafting Caufe of Grief and Difcontent. 
His Hopes are bigger than what Enjoy- 
ment can fatisfy, and the Curfe of Difap- 
pointment (the common Fate of ambitious 
Men) leaveth him a prey to Mifery and 
Defpair. Thus Man wathtb in a vain 
Shadcw^ and difquieteth himjelf in vain. 
Can Happinefs then be the EfFe<fl of thefe 
Things ? If we would make a true Ufe of 
that Reafon, wherewith God hath blefled 
us, we cannot expeft that it ever fliould. 
The wife Author of our Being hath made 
the good Things of this World for our Ufe 
and Service, that by the lawful Enjoyment 
of them, we might be able to pafs through 
this troublefome World, with fome De- 
gree of Comfort and Contentment. But 
then to cure us of our Fondnefs for them, 
and to (hew us that thefe Things were never 

intended 
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intended by him for the fole Objedt of our 
AfFedion, he hath taken care to mix them all 
with Mifery ; and to caufe Difappointment 
to attend upon them, that we might learn 
from, thence, that Happinefs muft be fought 
for in better and more noble Purfuits* 
Where then is Happinefs to be found? 
Or who v/iW Jhew us that great Good, which 
is equal to all our Wants and Neceflitie?, 
able to fatisfy all the Defires and Capaci- 
ties of our Souls, to difpel all, the Fears, 
and to fulfil all the Hopes of human Na- 
ture ? This houndlefs, this immenfe Good, 
is not to be found in the Things of this 
World. The Earth and the Se^ fay, it is not 
in themi. The Rtfyat P/almifi h^t\\ taught us 
where to direfl: our Purfwit, iwi^>«t run- 
ning the Hazard^of ibcing difappointed. 

'Tbfrcib^ many that fay ^ fi>ho wiJj Jhew us any 
(?«^<^?^that is, who will fhew us the chief 
Good, of Man ? IVfen ar^ bi^j^ly employed 
in* Search after Happinefs, but arp ftrangely 

/divided in their Opix)iops aiw.ut it^ Moft 
placjs, it in the 54\joyinen,t of worldly 
TbM^gs- . Whcrf as, that whicht could make 

, '. I 3 the 
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the Heart of Man truly glad (as he had 
found by joyful Experience) was the Love 
And Favour of God. 7 here be many that 
fay^ who will fie w us any Good i Lord lift 
thou up the Light dfthy Countenance upon us. 

From thefe Words we may take Occa* 
fion to obferve, 

FirfV, That none of the Enjoyments of 
Life can procure Happinefs for ut in thU 
World ; and that a Fondnefs for them will 
hinder our Happinefs in the next. 

Secondly, That the Love and Favour of 
God is the only Thing than can give us 
Happinefs ; for tlbat ohiy c^n givfe n Man 
Peace at the lafi. 

There is no Doubt to be made, but Maii 
was defigned for Happinefs. That vehe- 
ment Xhifft after Happinefs, with which 
the Soul 6f Man is pofleflcd, is a very 
powerful Argument in Support of this Af- 
fertion. Atld when to this ^ager £)efir*, 
we add the Goodnefs and Juftiefe bf that 
almighty ^feTtig who iiftplantcd tKiS Dfc- 
iire iri ils, #e cannot bnt be convih^ed, 
that if i^c bend our Starch after Hipj^ifecfs 

aright, 



OF RELIANCE ON GOD, II9 

aright, we certainly may find it. If we 
believe that God is juft, merciful, and good, 
how can we poffibly conceive, that he 
would torment us with this reitlefe, this 
important Defire after Happinefs, if he 
was refolved that Nothiug (hould ever be 
able to gratify it ? If God determined, 
that Man by all his Endeavours fhould 
never attain to Happinefs, how could it he 
confident with his Goodnefs, to infufe into 
his Soul fo earneft a Longing after it ? |f 
it was not inconfiAent with his Goodnefs to 
infufe into our Souls this ftrong Defire> 
furely his Juftice muA be coaperned to 
provide fuch an Happinefs as ihall fatisfy 
all our Wants, if we feek for it by thoie 
Methods which he hatk prefcribed for the 
Attainment of it. But fad and daily Ex* 
perience convinceth us, that this World* 
and all Things thereia» cannot procure us 
tibis defirable Good« Thofe Men, who cn^ 
joy tjje greateft Share of thofe Things which 
are commonly efteeo^ed the BlefQngs of Life» 
are iHU refUefs and diiTatisfied ; and find to 
the if Coft, the Truth of our bleflcd Lord's 

1 4 Affertion^ 
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Aflcrtion, that a Man's Lffe. {th^t is, the 
Happincfs of it) confifietb not in the Abund^ 
ance of the Things which he pojfejfeth. The 
World, and the Pleafures of it, make us 
large Promifes, and we are apt to fancy, 
that every Enjoyment will bring Happinefs 
along with it ; but when we have obtained 

'Poffeffion, we find ourfelves wofully difap- 
pointed; and though the Objed might ap- 
pear very pleafing and agreeable, whilft 
tve were engaged in the Purfuit. yet Loath- 
ing and Satiety fucceed the Enjoyment. If, 

'by changing the Scene, we attempt to pro- 
vide a Remedy 'for this Defed:, we fhall 
ftill be decfeived ; for the fame Dlffatif- 
faftion, the fame Inability for Happinefs 
attendeth upon all created Beings. The 
Charms which once engaged us expire; 

^and our Fondnefs and Defire are changed 
into cold Indifference, or even Averfion. 
Let us hear what the wifeft amongft the 
Sons of Men hath taught us concerning the 
Vanity and Infufficiency of all worldly 

' Things ; for* no Man hath ever defcrrbed 
them in a piore lively and' affcfting Man- 
ner, 
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ncr. , Lfaid in mine Hearty go to^ now I will 
prove thee with Mirth ; therefore enjoy Plea^ 
Jure. I thought in mine Heart to give myfelf 
unto Wine (yet acquainting mine Heart 
with Wifdom ) and to lay hold on Folly ^ 
till I might fee^ what was that Good for the 
Sons of Men^ which they jhould do under" ti^ 
Heaven all the Days of their Life, I made 
me great Works. I huilded me Houfes. I 
planted me Vineyards. I gathered me nlfo 
Silver and Gold. I got me Men-fingers and 
Women-fingerSy and the Delights of the Sons 
tf Men. So I was greats and increafed more 
than all that were b^ore me in jferufalem ^ 
alfo my WijUom remained with me ; and what-- 
foever mine Eyes defred^ I kept not from thenu 
1 %vit beheld not my Heart from any Joyi for 
my Heart rejoiced in all my Labour 'y and. this 
was the Portion of all my Labour. When 
wc read all thid, one might imagine, that 
Solotnonvrzs not only the wifeft, but the hap- 
pieft amongft Men ; and that if Happincfs 
Was to be found in the Enjoyments of 
Life, he had his full Share of it. Bat let 
^s attend to bis own Conclufion. T^ben I 

look€4 
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hoked on all the fVorks that mine Hands bad 
wrought^ and on all the Labour that I had 
laboured to do ; and behold^ all was Vanity 
and Vexation of Spirit ; and there was no 
Profit under the Sun. A moft mortifying 
Conclufion indeed, though we all find it 
to be a true one^ that all our Toil and 
Labour in purfuing after worldly Happi- 
ntfsj muft end in Difappointment and De- 
lufion. 

The Pleafures and Delights of Life can- 
not fatisfy the Soul of Man« She foon 
growcth weary of them^ and longeth after 
more fubflantial Happinefs. Senfual Plea- 
fures, the Pleafures of the animal Part of 
us, we enjoy in common with the Brutes i 
who have this great Advantage over us, that 
whatever may conduce to make their State 
agreeable, is provided for them without any 
Toil or Labour of their own ; that they 
arc neither plagued with Hopes nor Fears, 
but enjoy thcrofelves without the Pain of 
Expedation, or the Curfe of Difappoint- 
ment. But Man is ever uneafy and dif- 
contented. His very Enjoyments cannot 

be 
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be acquired without much Labour and 
Trouble, which greatly takcth off From thCx 
Plcafure and Value of thcmi and what i$ 
worfe, when he hath attained them, he is 
difappointed of that Satisfadtion which he 
hoped to find in them. 

But the Things of this World are not 
only very unfatigfaftory, but what addeth 
vaftly to the Vanity^ and Worthleffnefs of 
them is^ that they are of very fhort Dura- 
tion, yjid perifh even in the ufing. Every 
fleeting Moment ftealcth fomething away 
from our Happinefs j and we find ouiv 
•felves deprived on a Sudden of what wc 
placed our chief Delight in ; and we hardly 
can tell how. All our Enjoyments cariy 
-upon them the vifiblc Marks of Corruption. 
The Fear of lofing what our Soul holdeth 
dear, filleth us with bitter Pain and 
Anxiety ; and the adual lofs of it, which 
it is not in our Power to prevent, leaveth 
ttis full pf Anguifh and Defpair. And to 
ihcw us further, the Folly of placing our 
Hflppinefs upon any worldly Things, evcti 
this Earthy the Place of our Habitationr, and 

thofe 
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thofe* bright and heavenly Bodies which 
:naw yield us Light and Comfort, muft un- 
dergo the Fate allotted for them; and 
when the great and lail Day ihall come, 
muft all be involved in one common Ruin. 
And further, if the Things of this World 
were ever fo ftable and permanent, and did 
not forfake us before we die, yet we muft 
foon take our Leave of tAem. We are cer- 
tain that Death is- not very far jrom any of 
us. How foon he may give the fatal Sum- 
mons, no one can tellj but we know, that 
when that Time fh^ll come, we fhall have 
done with this World, and all its poor En- 
joyments. How. then can we be fo infa- 
tuated as to feek for Happinefs in fuch 
.fleeting Objedts, m Things that will very 
foon forfake us, which are conftantly flying 
from us, as faft ^s they can ; and from 
which we ourfelvea are flying, as faft as 
Time can carry ^ us ? How vain is the 
Hope that is placed in thefe Things ? How 
miferable muft that Man be, who fetteth 
his Heart upon then> ? O wretched and de- 
ceived Man ! tQ 4oat upon fuch Trifles 5 

to 
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to fet his AfFedtions upon Things of no real- 
Value ; to place his Happinefs on that 
which bringeth-fo little Comfort, and is 
fure to be attended with To much Pain and 
Difcontent ! 

But let us go one Step further, and 
confider the Things of this World in Rela- 
tion to our future State, and we (liall find, 
that they will be fo far from promoting 
our eternal Happinefs, that an over Fond- 
nefs for them, will be the certain Caufe of 
our Condemnation. The World is the 
greateft Enemy to Virtue. It ofFereth us 
in Hand prefent Eafe and Satisfaction, the 
Gratification of our Appetites, and the In- 
dulgence of our Lufts. Its Pleafures, and 
Interefts, and Honours are continually paf- 
fing before our Eyes, and inviting us to 
tafte of them in a Manner the nioft agree- 
able to our carnal Minds ; and though wc 
know the Tafte to be deadly, yet we find 
by Experience our hardly our corrupt Na- 
tures are prevailed upon to refill: their Soli- 
citations. The Devil, the grand Enemy 
of our Salvation, watcheth every Motion of 

4 our 
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our Souls^ and knoweth how to apply his 
Temptations to our various Tempers and 
Difpofitions. He fctteth before us the 
Pleafures and Glories of the World in the 
moft fplendid and bewitching Drefs. Their 
beautiful and engaging Appearance capti- 
vate our AfFeftions. And we eagerly 
catch at the Enjoyments which they art- 
fully hold out to us, without reflecting 
upon the fatal Confequence. The World 
is full of Snares and Temptations, which 
may prove fatal to our Virtue ; arnd all the 
Care and Circumfpeftion we are Mafters. 
of, will be little enough to preferve us 
from falling. God hath given us a Law to 
walk by ; and our eternal Happinefs de- 
pendcth upon our Obfervation of it. T^his 
do^ and thou Jhalt live. But there is a Law 
in our Members warring againfi this Law^ 
and endeavouring to bring us into Captivity 
to the Law of Sin. This Law in our Mem- 
bers is aided by powerful Temptations from 
the Devil, our inveterate Enemy ; fo that 
it will require all our Condudt, and Vigil- 
ance, and Courage, fo to fght the good Fight 

» of 
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cf Faith, that we may overcome the Worlds 
the Flejhy and the Devil. We ought there- 
fore to look upon our State in this World, 
as a State of perpetual Warfare, in which 
we are engaged againft very potent and 
cunning Enemies, who always are flriving 
to beguile us of our Reward. We fliould 
therefore be ever upon our Guard ; for if 
we grow carelefs and rcmifs, the Enemy 
will feize the Advantage, break in upon 
us unawares, and ruin us eternally. If we 
look upon the World in this Light, as a 
formidable and irreconcileable Enemy of 
our Happinefs and Salvation, we fhall find 
fufficient Reafon to be cautious, and to take 
efpecial Heed not to entertain a Fondnefs 
for it, or its Enjoyment?, left we fhould be 
enfnared by theni to our Ruin. The World 
cannot make us happy. An Attachment 
to it will make us miferable. God com- 
inandeth us not to lovfc ^he World. The 
World will not permit us to love God. So 
that they are two Mafters, vjrhofe Service 
can never be reconciled. If we love the 
pne, we rnujl hate the other. If we bold to 

the 
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tJbe one, we mufi defptfe the other. Since 
then, this World is bcfet with Snares and 
Temptations ; fince our Virtue is in fo 
great Danger of being overcome ; and fince 
the Confequence of being overcome is eter- 
nal Deftrudtion ; it is therefore very evi- 
dent, that Happinefs is not to be found in 
the Things of this World; and that to fix 
our JJeSlions upon them, is the certain Way 
to difappoint us. of our Happinefs in the 
next. We (hould, therefore, make it our 
Bufinefs to diveft the gay Appearance of 
temporal Happinefs of all that falfe Luftrc 
and Ornament with which our own fond 
Imaginations have adorned it ; and bend 
our Purfuits after that real and fubflantial 
Happinefs, which alone is able to fatisfy 
the boundlefs Defires of our SouL Where 
this great Blefling is to be found, we learn 
from the Royal Pfalmiji^ There be many that 
Jay, "who will Jloew us any Good f Lord, lift 
thou up the Light of thy Countenance upon 
us. 
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J * Psalm iv. 6. 

THERE Be Many that say, who will 

SHEW us ANY GOOD ? LORD, LIFT THOU 
UP THE LIGHT OF THY COUVlTENANCE 
UPON US. 

T7" AR lOUS have been the Opinions of 
, ^ the World concerning the fupreme 
Good, and Happihefs of Man. Moft Men 
have placed it in the Luft of the Flefli, the 
JLuft of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life ; 
that is, in Pleafures, Riches, and Honours. 
Whilft fome few have wifely fixed it in th« 
Love and Pradice of Virtue, and an Imita* 
tion of the moral Perfedlions of the Deity. 
And had they taken Care to diredt their 
^radHcc according to their Opinion, they^ 

K no 
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no Doubt, would have been accepted an^ 
rewarded by that great and good Being, the 
Rewarder of Virtue, who dclightcth in that 
which is Good. That thofe who place the 
Happinefs of Man in the Pofleflion and En- 
joyment of this World's Goods, are niifer-^ 
ably deceived, I have endeavoured to prove 
in a foregoing Difcourfe, wherein I have 
fliewed, from the poor Satisfaction that 
worldly Enjoyments afford us, from their 
Inability to procure Happinefs for us^ and 
from the Uncertainty and Shortnefs of their 
Duration, that true and perfedt Happinefs 
can never be the Effedt of thefe Things. 
Where then, {hall we find this defirable 
Good ? or who (hall furnifli Happinefs For 
us ? The Pfalmiji hath given us propir 
iDiredlions hoW to bend our Seirch aright* 
There be many that fay ^ who ivill/heiv us any 
Good ? Lord^ lift thou up the Light of thy 
Countenance upon us. 

Now in order to fix this great Truth Jn 

our Minds, that Hajppinefs is to be fought 

for in God alone, and fo to fix it, that it 

. may influence^ and dircdl our Pradice (fbr 

^at 
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iMt fhbiild be th€ main End and Dcfi^n of 
all ouf Knowledge) let us confider, 

Firft> That God is infinitely wife, and 
thercfoi'fc cannot be deceived in knowing 
and chooiihg what is good for us. One 
Reafon why Men arc fo often deceived ^ 
find difappointed in their Purfuits after 
Happiiiefs, is, becaufe their Wifdom is 
^cn-t and defed:ive. For Want of know- 
ing what will be good and profitable for 
tiiem> tiiey fix their Dc^res upon improper 
Dl:gc<as ; an4 fancy that thofe Things will 
|)rodttce Happinefs, which (when obtained) 
t»tisBg Forth Nothing but Difcontcnt and 
V^i^o'n^ But this cannot be the Caiib 
•^ith God, He knoweth all Things. He * 
Ibrefeeth all Things* He perfedly under- 
Ibieideth wherein true Happinefs confifteth ; 
•iiid perceiveth ccrt^nly by what Means it 
Iftay be obtained. As all our Wifhes and 
Defirtt are before him 5 fo he can tell 
'^att will fatisfy Uiem. No crofs accidents 
tt Misfortunes can difappoint him. No 
trtmning Defigns, nor Contrivances can de- 
tcire him. He is wife to contrive, and 

K 2 fkilful 
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fkilful to execute. All Things were made 
by him ; and, therefore, what theif Powers 
are able to produce, he can affuredly tell. 
And as he feeth all Things at one 'View, 
and knoweth all their Relations and De- 
pendencies, and how fit and fuitable they 
are to certain Ends and Purpofes; £0 it is 
not poflible for him to miftake what is the 
beft and propereft End to be brought to pafs« 
Neither can he be at a Lofs to tell what are 
the bed and fittefl Means to produce this 
End. To know always the beft End ; to 
perceive perfectly what are the trueft Means 
to produce it; to underftand exadtly how 
to apply thofe Means to the . accompliih- 
ing this End ; and to have always a Will 
rightly difpofed to adl according to this 
Knowledge, is true and perfedl Wifdon^. 
This Wifdom is only in God. He feeth 
:ind underftandeth all Things. Nothing is 
hid from his Knowledge and Infpe<9:ion. 
His Will is invariably inclined to do 
what is right, and his Wifdom direcleth 
him to adt accordingly. If then, we ar? 
defirous to attain Happinefs^ we muft fcci^ 

I for 
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for it to God only wife, who is /kil/ul to con-- 
trive, and to bring to fafs whatever can. 
contribute to n^alce us happy. 

Secondly. As the Wifdom of God is 
infinite, fo alfo is his Power. So that 
whatever his Wifdom contriveth, his Power 
is able to execute. That the Power oF 
God is unlimited, and that he is able to do 
whatfoever he pleafcth, is a felf-evidenf 
Truth ; fo that to attempt to prove by Ar-' 
^ments, what is obvious to the' commoii» 
RcSfon of Mankind,* would be a vain and 
ufelefs Tafk. For all Things, we know/ 
wcre^ made by-hinfi> arid do cbnftantly de^^ 
pcnd dpon him^^for tlicir very* Exiftence. 
From*'him all tlicif Powers arc derived, and 
abe entirely - fubjedt ? to him. Therefore^ 
nothing can 'a^ in 1 Gontradidion to his 
Will , bccaufc- tKerdji§:no; Power biit whatl 
is d^rivsed from hiqiji "The holy . Scriptures^ 
fiav« gived us nioft -noble and glorious Dc-T 
feriptidns of this, awful Attribute, die Al-' 
tia&jafhtf Pq wef >of><5od ^ T^hat hi is mghiyt 
in^'Stfun^i).', l>iat> t^'^femoveth Me MdiMHi 
faiml rin^y^ <Aer$iknetk : thim tkiJM Akgei^^ 
ijwo u K 3 T&at 
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That be Jhaketb the Earth out of her Plaee^ 
and the Pillars thereof tremble ^ and are ajio^ 
nijhed at bis Repro/of. I'hat his IhvhHkm 
is an everlaJHng Dominion. T^hat bt ehib 
according to his Will in the Armies of He4fv&fp 
and among^ the Inhabitants of the Earthy and 
that none can Jay his Hand^ <^foy vnta inm^ 
what doefl thou, f Now ftacc God is th^s 
great, yea mighty in Power ^ have not we tfe« 
htghefl Indttcement lo rc\y ^pon hiai w^tii 
tbc utmoft Confkleiice $ aixl to hope tliat }^ 
will give us MUhitjevejr d^all be needful K&^m 
Happinefe ?. This is liljepnjy (UretS rouliijv 
to trait in *the Lord ^lyf^ys^ 4i>d tf> povr. 
out our Hearts before kim^ firmly fWJrftiadfidf 
that his divine Po^t»* taa 40 all Thiii^; 
can bring ^ood out of Evil ; and' foake aH 
Things work together for our Good ; Tbot 

if God is: on our Side^ithtdThreats of IVfen^' 

J ■ ■ ' 

ami the Ragie <£)f Devils^ cannot hmt 3i3Z 
That if we place our Truft in hitn^; s?iHi 
by a good ^d virtuous Lifc^ feekito ffe*9. 
tain his Favour and .J^bteflttoo^ )ttp.:,*^i» 
ihati be able to hurt ua^ or io pluc^\w.6Ut 
of hi$ Hand« Whotv ithcrefore^ ,in4uit<[. 

Power. 
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Power is dirc(2ecj by infinite Wifdprg, a/yl. 
bo|Jb fire employed in promoting our Gpo^t 
wh^t can hinfief us ffoip b^ing happy^ but 
our qwn Fqlly ^pd Peryerfeoefs ? 

Agaip, the ppodnefs of God, if by a Life 
ol" Virtue and Obedience, we ftrive to i^jia^g 
ourfelves fit Qbjedtj of itj^.is another Gro^nji: 
Vr-Jjpreon to t^^ijd 9^^ Hopes pf . Plappi^f?^, 
T^at God is in^flitely good ^nd graicjpu?^; 
i^ evi^i^jt fro^' 9II his Wof^s, af^d £{0^ 

ftU thp. yvon^rfyl Tjiipjgf wjjtc^^^e 4<»#,^f J?f, 
WP!^% ^e p^^th.pf hisiQ^o Spn^.t^^ 

#W<^vf3podpci5..is.j-fhf> Qx^^lpydy a4|i4 

K 4 but 
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but Goodncfs immcnfc, all-wife, and ali- 
powerfuK complctcth our Idea of God; 
and prefcnteth to our View the moft en- 
gaging and lovely Charafter, that of the 
bcft as well as the greateft of all Beings. 
This is a fure and ftedfaft Foundation for 
Hope. And indeed we have all the Rcafon 
in the World to hope for Happinefs, from 
£6 good and merciful a God, when we are 
well aflured, that the main End and Defigil 

of Gdd in creating us^ was to make us happy: 

• • "' * . 

and that he gave us Powers and Faculties to 
knov^ hitri, and to thoofe him, ^hd to enjoy 
htm as our chief and only Goo^. 'It is true^ 
we have made burfei^cs un worthy of the dii 
vine Favour and Mercy, by our own Folly 
and Wickedtieft. But 'ftill, to fliew' us the 
Immenfity of his Gobdhefs/ahd how writing 
and defirous hci is^ that all Men fhould be 
faved, and come to Happinefs, God^ hath 
fent his own^^Sbn ti> die for'bs. to mak€ ant 
Atonement for our Bins with nis Blood; to 
reftore us i6 FaVoui'-ind Acceptance, 'a'nd'by 
his own Death to purclts/fe for us Life and 
Immortality;'- Why then, fhould we doubt 

\ of 
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of his Gooduefs? Or "Why ihouM idtt^tAd* 
ing Thoughts arifc in ottr^ Hearts? cW« 
have a good and merciful ^od and FatHfct 
to fly to, the Autho): and <5iv«r of alF goodb 
Things ; the Father of Mercy, and ihefil^dt 
of all Comfort.' His Goodti^fs can fupply 
all our Wants, and fu^fi^ all^ our Pefircs. 
As he is infinrtely* happy himfelf/^(b hi* 
Goodnefs excitcth him to commuiiiicattf 
Happinefs to his Creatures <; He delightetft 
not in the Miicriesf of ' Mankind. He is 
pldafed to ike us happy? ' ^vAy let us fern* 
ibe Lof-ct fervour Good alwaf^, dnd delight* td 
do hfs Wili, and to %eep'hi/ Cmmandm^Tih'i 
antl then the' L(?r^ wiU delight in us ttid'd^ 
tU'gooJi and bring u^' to that* Place of Reft 
whith he hath pfbrtiiftd tiS;' iijrhcre allis 
Joy and Hajppincfs- eternal,' '''■■ '■■ 

Thus have <^e feen that God is infinite 
in Wifdom, and of unlraunded Power and 
Goodnefs, and therefore able to provide^ 
ihd to 'cbmmifmcate Happificfs to 'n^: 
Thefe is another Attribute df-' the Deity; 
the Confiderat?on of which • "wilf ' afford^' tiS 
thcjjrcateft Reafon to hope fof Happiiiefs • 

and 



13^ ftf »E*iANC^ ON qop, 

amiilNilktis hi? ffm¥t^kiHty. Gad is ppt <^ 
Aim, tit4t ifi Jbtmld lict neither th i\on of 
Mm that ks fiouid. r^pmt, H(t.tb b^ fyfd^ 
4»i Jhali kfUfitdP it^ Of b(ithhe premifidn 
4t^JbnU k? mt . tiimhf it fifiad? Bebold, f 
k4Vf nceivid Q^^au^dtfunt to ble/s, and bf 
btiii kl^ed^ .an4i. I eat^not reverfe it. Theic 
Vt^ the Ww4? 9^ -Pf /4<?«. when he ww 
im^tfl^ by the. Proiped ^d Proawfe of 
gpBjkV HDopyrs an4 jR*w»rds tp curfe JfraeL 
jpt,>fjod h^vif^g jKoinii5;4 to Wei§ ^hcfp fpr 
iifyAt JFail^cr'f .^jike, it \ras,jn vain for tjjfi 
J^ngiff Mo^^:,t9 attempt by ^Pjr?tycrs and 
S^i^rT^^^ices to pr^v^iji uppa hip^ to aker hia^ 
]P(ef:cc;e8, which being aJJ fpunded iq in$o»te 
Wi^om ^nd Gqqdn?fs, there could be 09 
Occafion for Gpd to znm\ thern, ij/. ^4/^^^ 
hath alfo told US;^ thuwitb-Qod is no ^^t 
ruffikfi^Sf njijti^r .Shadow qf T^urnin^. ^nd 
Pod hinafclf ^ftjji faid, / am the I^or4 
J/ic^v^A, I ckfinge mt } that is, I js^ ,§ 
ppd, 4f ue and faitljfuL^o my PTprpiffs;, ^ff4 
W^fi> I have f^id fljpU 4and, Thi^, ifwp 
cqnftdcf it ^i^ti rWiiaot but prov,e.v^ 

^j^^<?f t wd ^ati^fgjpipn to m. Gos^, we 

know. 



J^npw, hath given unt;o us great {«»4 prer 
cipus Propiifcs t eyeq Proi^^f^s of ^^n«( 
Life. O glwious tHop^ ! Trftnpfprtiag 
Tlwught! Shiill fjnfp? J><Mt.aft4 iV^«8 be; 

exajted tp Heaven mi ijafpipfiffi;? . S^aU 
thi« frail and perifhing Body, even ^ei|. 
induced to its primitive PfxH be cai^ 
again to' Life ,aad lojmQf t^ jity ? Yes,, grf^t 
cio^s Go^, tho^hLa^p£Qfaifed«hy thy,we% 
be^Qvcd Sw, ta f ufV^a ,«wr t^qrtalMq^f f.}^ 

(fftw^itfg to tke,.^migh^ t^frk,»fg^ tixkerxly.^ii 
isabk to Juk^-all Thit^i to bimfelf. ^^^j 
^ojw a«d beUeye, O bleii?dJLcM:d, jibat-fl^jc 
■Vyor4 if If iKr,,a,nd all thy. EffjipilJ?? ^/^l bft 
Jlp^fiiied .at itJ^ir. ^p|«>ijijt?4 $ea.fon \ v/htfi, 
Sill thy fjiith£i4 Qqrvapts Qa^i ^ts^k^ /tpfj^ 
^ir . long : ?^ecp, ihall , be • clothf4 wjtH 
lipnour and Ipjinprtality^ fnd dwelj wjjtij 
tjhec for lever. > i . 

Aj^rn; As Qgdis iwjpbwgcaJrlQ^ii'fbif 

Promi/es^ fo is i« alio in his iV<f /WTA. ,Qf , ¥ 

j^^^ , (Vfrlfifiin^ tp everlafiin^ ; /i&^ ^/Jwfjr 

If^erday and to I^ay^ an4 fir jtVff, ^ei^ 

Afij, is ^pther Gr«iujg4 for Hpp^, .eem» 

. and 
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and immoveable. We do not depend for 
Happihefs upon a frail perifliing Being 
like ourfclves, but upon that great- and 
powerful G^^, who is himfclf Eternal^ and 
who re therefore able to communicate to us 
an Eterttity of Happinefs. And indeed, no-^ 
thing Icfs than'an Eternity of Happinefs will 
fittisfy the boundlcfs Defires of our Souls.- 
We pant after Imnxortality. The very 
iThoijight of laying down thefe mortal Bo- 
dies would be infupportablei was it not for 
the comfortable Hope of refuming them: 
again, in fome better State hereafter, Eter- 
iityi though-it be ia dreadful Thought to 
tTie Wicked (for who can dwell with evet^ 
lafttng Burnings ?) is to the Juft and Good 
full of Tranfport and Delight. It is this 
that maketh them endure (with fo much 
Patience and Contentment) the Sorrows^ 
and Affliftion of this World, in Hopes of 
a joyful- Refurreftioh to a Life evcrlafting. 
The eternal God is our Hope and Confi- 
dence. In him we may fafely repofe our 
Truft. 'What thotigh 'fFotms dejlroy this 
Body 9 yet in our Flejhjhallijpejee Gddy and 

though 
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though this World and all Xbings therein^ 
Jhall be dijhhed and come to an ' End^ yct^ 
we (according to his Promife) look for new 
Heavens ^nd a new Earthy where we fhaU 
live for ever in immortal Happinefs and 
Gloiy. Look forward, my beloved Brc- 
thren, to that blefled Hope of eternal Lifq, 
which God, who cannot lie, hath promifed* 
Comfort yourfelves with the pleafing Af- 
furance, that although your Bodies are laid 
in the Qrave, and there return to the Earth 
from whence they were taken, yet that God 
who inhabiteth Eternity, the Author and 
Giver of everlafting Life, by his all-power-* 
ful Word, will command the Grave to give 
up her Dead ; when this corruptible Body 
Jhall put on Incorruption^ and this mortal Jhall 
put on Immortality. 

Wejee then, whom we have trujled^ and in 
whom we have believed, even in that God 
who is eternal, immutable, infinitely wife^ 
powerful, and good. Who then Jhall be 
able iojeparate us from this great and good 
God ? Or who fhall deprive us of that 
Happinefs which he hath provided for us I 

Nothing 
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Nothing but Sin can pofJibly do this. F&f 
we may juftly argue^ ais th* Apdfile doth i 
Imd indeed, t^ay exult and triumph in it^ 
^hat it is mi in the P^^vi^r of Dtmb^ nr 
lAfCf irr Angthj irt Principdlities^ or Pewefs^ 
cr Things prefent, m Things to come^ W 
Height^ or Depths or any ^tier CrMtute^ tb 
fepartxte usfroin the hove xf Qod^ ^ilohich is ih 
Cbrijl Jefus our L^4. Here thtn h a laft 
kctjreat to fly to againft all the Evils of 
Life, and the Fears of Death. IfowFif^ 
tier and our Mother forfake us (as the P/afmiJH 
feith) the Lord wiff iak^ Us up. If the 
Powers of thi^ World conibine againft esi 
ihc Lord is our Saviour , oW God^ and out 
Might J in whom we may trnjl^ our Bticilert 
ithe Horn^lfo of our Salvation^ and our Refuge. 
If the Fear of Death alarmeth us, be is tht 
ttefurreSlion and the Life 5 and if we believe 
in him^ thmgh we were dead^ yet Jhall we 
R^'e. Arc we befet with Dangers and TettJp*- 
tations ? He can make a Way for us to efcape% 
Are we deftitutc of the Comforts of Life ? 
K'othing can deprive us of the Aid, tht 
irtfluence^ and the Comfort bf hi$ bldffeti 

3 Spirit. 



Spirit. In the mtoft fevert Trials knd 
Afflidions, he can (by fectet and kirpen- 
ccptible Ways and Mcafas) iwfufe inle'iour 
Hearts the JoyS atid Gomforts of his Hol^ 
Spirit ; and in the very Agdnies of Death, 
cdii make us t6 rejoice in Hope of the 
Glory of God, by giviflg ijis a Sight of the 
Bleffednefs and Happh^fs bf that glorkms 
Place where he liveth ^nd reigneth for ever 
and ever. 

Thus have I fliev^ed you whert you nifijr 
meet ^^ith Happinefi ; htmely, in God, 
for there alone true Happinefs is to be 
found. Was it not for this Anchor ofHopi^ 
our Souls would be toffcd abotit with eveiy 
£iaft of AfHidtion, and hothihg could &vo^ 
u« from Shipwreck and Ruin. Uut now \fn 
may poffefs our Souk in Patience^ though 
Storms and Tempeft? fui'rolind us.. Ye*^ 
thovtgh this World flioiild be diiTolved, 
-And fink into its prim^itive Chads; .yet we 
fliould have no Caufe to fear ; bediu^fc the 
Lord of Hojls is with us, the Lord "Jehovah 
is the Strength of our Heart, and our Portion 
for ever » 

In 
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In a Word. The Things of this World 
may contribute in fome Meafuic to our 
nvclLbeing here^ but can never make us 
happy. It is only infinite Power conducted 
by infinite Wifdom and Goodncfs, that can 
give us true and perfect Happinef«. ' The 
Way to obtain the Love and Favour of this 
great and good Being (in whofc Wavour 
is Life, yea whofe Loving^Kindnefs is better 
than the Life itf elf J is to keep bis Command^ 
ments with our whole Hiart. Sin will de- 
pirive us bc»th of his Favour, and of Life and 
Happinefs ; for the Lord hath no Pleajure in 
Wickednefs, neither fhall any Evil dwell wit 6 
kim. But blejfed are they that do bis Com" 
tnandments^ for they Jhall have Right to the 
Tree of Life. God Jhall guide them with bis 
Counfel here^ and after that receive them into 
.Glory. He (hall give them an eternal In^ 
heritance with the Sons of God ^ amidjltbofe 
Rivers of PleafuHs^ which are at his righf 
Hand for evermore* 



SERMON 



SERMON IX. 



THE WORTH OB' THE SOUL* 



What u A ma» Pit6nrtti, it ttE shAlI 

4 

6Am TttE WflOLfe WORLD, AND LOSfc 
ftl« OWK SfbO't ? OR WHA't SHALL A 
**AI<I GlTfi rk B!XCHAN(3£ tOR HIS 



WOULD Wft cdfifid«f til* Wordi and 
ImpoftadiJfe df ouf Sotfh j arid what 
t fat^ aftd if ref rtevable Ldfsf, the Loft df 
them will be uiitb iftis } the Love, which 
every Man muft have for himielf, arid thft 
Concern which he muft feel for his own 
Happinefs, woald ddubtlefs irfake him en- 
tire with fome lEarneftnefij, tb^at muft I 
doU hi/aved ? There is CertMi^rly no Mill 

L fo 
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fo ftupid, fo buried in Trefpaffes and Sins, 
or fo devoted to the Pleafures, the Honours, 
or the Profits of this World, but would 
willing -fave his Sdul ; "and no doubti doth 
frequently wifti and defire, when he dieth, 
to go to Heaven. The Profpcft of ever- 
lafting Happinefs is'-fo eixtreraely alluriiTg, 
and the Dread of eternal Torment fo fright- 
ful to human Nature, that we hav? no Need 
at all to wonder, that all Mankind fhould 
fo ardently defire to enjoy the ^rft, jaad tp 
avoid the laft. . But furely,- wc have abpn- 
dant Reafon to wonder, -that any Man^ who 
is defirous to fave his. Soul, can be foxare- 
lefs, fo inconfiderate, as to purfue evj^ry 
Method, he can poflibly think of, to deftroy 
it. One fnay vvell be furprized, that anjr 
one can be fo.cpld, fpindi^rent, fo lifclefs 
in the Pra(fticp,of thofe Du.ti^s, o« th|fe P^r-i 
formance of which, he ,very well kaowetlji 
that his Happinefs or Mifery, tp all Etcr-5 
pity, .depend. - In Affairs of much lefs Mo-? 
ment,. we ad: with greater: Care and Con- 
cern. To j>xocure the. trifling Enjoymencs 
of this World,, which .fade away and periih 

(even 
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(everi whilil we enjoy them) we propeed 
with the utmofl Caution and DiJigencJe* 
We fpare no Pains or Labour, biit employ 
all our Power and Wifdom in the Attaini 
ment. But in a Mattel of Lift and Destth, 
when,, perhaps^ upon one Moment may 
liang. a whole Eternity of Blifs or Mifery; 
we are flianjefully remifs and ricgligenti 
The falfe Luftre and Splendor of worldly 
Flcafurts and Enjoyments blind our.Eyes* 
Wc look upon thefc Things as truly defire^ 
able, and well worthy our warmeft Piir^ 
fait;! whilft the impbrtant Concern of bur 
owh Souls lieth unregarded, and unthought 
of: vAnd yet what are all -the Things of 
this eWorld, on the Attainttient of which 
otTD NKnd^ are fo fondly, fo eageriy bent ? 
Wiich they are fetin Competition ivithour 
SovilSf are they not in Comjiarifdn of thenfij^ 
IcfB than Nothing, and iVanity^ ?i Why then 
Ibo'uld' we fpcnd all' our Time 'and' Labour 
after (henl; when, if it was poifihifc for lis 
tb gain^ and even f o enjoy the wboJeVWonId; 
^nd aor Souls to be the Price of tfiem, we 
miifl Ibc- infinitely luofers by the Rurchafe? 

L 2 For, 
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Pi?r, njohat is a Man profited^ if be Jhallgatn 
the whole Worlds and lofe his own Soul ? Or 
nsibatjhall a Man give in Exchange for his 
Soul? 

. Wc fee that in the Compctttion betwixt 
the World, and the Soul of Man,, our Sa- 
viour fetteth the Advantage on the Side of 
the World at the very higbeft. He doth 
not fay, if a Man could gain a fmall, or 
even a large Share of the World ; but if it 
wzs pofTihle for him to gain the whole 
World, he would flill make a bad Bargain^ 
if he muft lofe his SouK The Exchange 
would be foolifh beyond Thought or Ex- 
preilion, and he would be undone hy the 
Purchafe* .But, alas ! none (not even the 
gfcatcft .^od? oioft profpcrous of Men) ever 
tlid, and ;itiis impofiible they ever fhould 
e»j:oy, rbttt a fmall Share of the World. 
Afflid thwr Part of it which falleth to the 
Lot o£ MiUions, is really fo xnconfidetxble, 
that a Cypher may fairly be faid to be the 
whole; Amount of it. And yet this Trifle 
we arc fo exceffively food of, that we em* 
ploy every Powei; and Faculty to obtaia it 1 

and 
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and hazard the Lofs of our Souls for mere 
Vanity and Vexation. One would think 
it almoft impoffiblc for Men, for Creatures 
formed for Happinefs, and endowed with 
the Bleffings of Reafon and Judgment, to 
know and choofe what is good for them, 
to adl a Part fo foolifli and ftupid, did not 
fad Experience convince us of it. Look 
abroad into the World, and confider what 
all the Purfuits of Men aim at ; why Plea- 
fures. Riches, Honours, the Follies and 
Vanities of Life. But the Salvation of our 
Souls, the Concerns of another World, and 
by what Methods we may attain thofe Plea- 
fures, which are referved at God's Right- 
Hand for evermore, are feldom in our 
Thoughts. But furely, the utmoft Regard 
is due to thefe Things, becaufe they are of 
the higheft Moment and Concern to us ; 
whereas the World, and all Things therein 
can never make us happy, even in this 
World. Arid if the End of our Purfuit 
(hould prove the Gain of the whole World, 
and the Lofs of our Souls, the Attainment 
muft make us eternally miferablc. For^ 

L3 fTbat 
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Wi>at is a Man profited if he Jhall gain the 
whole Worlds and lofe his own Soul ? Or what 
Jhall a Man give in Exchange for his Soul ? 

Seeing then, that the Care of our Souls 
is of fo great Moment, and yet fo little re- 
jgardQd by us, I hope my Time will not be 
employed to no Purpofe, if I fhould en- 
deavour to excite your Attention to this 
one Thing needful, by putting you in Rci- 
piemberance of the Neceffity of caring for 
ithe Soul^ and by fhewing you wherein this 
Car? doth chiefly confift. 

We know that when God created Man^ 
he breathed info him the Breath of Life^ and 
Man became a living Soul, The Soul of 
Man, therefore, is of the greateft Worth 
and Dignity ; becaufc it is made after the 
Ijnagc and Likenefs of Qod. Therefore, 
pone^of the Things of this World can ftand 
in Competition with it ^ bepaufe on none 
of them hath God ftamped his own Similir 
tude, but upon the Soul of M(in only. And 
as God hath been pleafed to bellow upon 
the Saul of Man Immortality y when all the 
Things pf this World fhalj, fade and dip 

away | 
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away ; this (hcweth us the vaft Excellency 
of our Souls, and how well they deferve ouf 
Care and Concern. But notwithftanding 
we are fufficiently fatisfied of this Truths- 
how ftrangely negligent do we appear? 
We make it the whole Bufinefs of our Lives 
to hunt after the trifling, infignificant 
Things of this World, whofe Duration is 
but fhort, and whofe Enjoyment is full of 
Trt)uble and Vexation ; and fufFer the Devil,, 
that great Enemy of our Souls, to deprive 
us of that noble and durable Treafure re- 
fcrved for us in Heaven. Would we view 
this World, and all Things therein in a 
proper Light, and fet upon them no higher 
a Value than they deferve, we (hbuld find 
that the Attainment was hardly worth the 
Labour of the Purfuit, although the Piir- 
fuit was certain to be attended by no bad 
Confequences. Thofe Men, who have en-» 
joyed the greateft Share of the good Things 
of Life, have confefled them at the befl to 
be but Vanity. Afk King So/o/non, who was 
the wifeft of Men, and who gave his Heart 
to know all Things, and denied himfel^ 

L 4 :: Nothing 
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Nothing that his Soul longed for ; a0c bim 
what was the Refult of all his Labour; and 
he will tell you, that all was Pifappoint-* 
jnent ; all was Vanity and Vexation of Spirit^ 
You will fay that this was a very gloomy 
and melancholy Conclufion^ and fb it ccr-^ 
tainly is. But if you confider it aright, 
you will find it to be a very true one. If 
this then be the Refult of our Purfuits 
after the Things of this World, even when 
(as Solomon did) we keep our Hearts ac«» 
quaintcd with Wifdom, what muft be the 
End of them, when to obtain them/ we for^ 
fcit our Innocence; when we negledt our 
Souls, which muft remain to all Eternity, 
to gain the fhort-lived and momentary Plea* 
fures of this vain and troublefome World? 

The chief Motives which engage otir Ap-.^ 
plication in the Purfuit of any Thing, are, 
the Goodnefs and Durablenefs of the Ob- 
ject, Whatever is mean, and of little Va- 
lue, and whofe Continuance, we know, will 
be but (hort, meeteth with a very fmalj 
Share of our Regard. But when the Ob- 
Je^ of our Purfuit is of great Moment, and 

% the 
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the Duration thereof equal to the Worth 
stnd Importance of it, our Attention is 
wholly employed. We think no Pains or 
Labour too great ; and efleem ourfelves fuf- 
ficiently over-paid for all our Trouble, by 
the Attainment. This is the Cafe of the 
Soul^ Its Worth excccdeth in the higheft 
Degree all the Things of this World; and 
it's Duration is for ever. All the World is 
not equal to the Value of it. and when 
this^ World and all Things therein ihall be 
difiblved, and fall again into Nothing, this 
muft continue to all Eternity. Do not wc 
then make a very foolifh Choice, when we 
prefer the Vanities of this World to the 
Welfare of our Souls ? When we neglcift 
that good Part, which cannot be taken 
away from us, to take up wjith the Follies 
and Miferies of Life, whofe Continuance is 
but for a Moment ; and which befides, in 
their own Nature, are altogether worthlcfs 
and infignificant ? 

But befides, the Worth and Importance 
of our Soulsy which ought to excite out 
higheft Care and Regard for them, there is 

another 
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another Motive which (hould powerfully 
afFed us, and that is the Danger of lofing 
theoiy and the Greatnefs and Irretrievable- 
nefs of that Lofs. In the Concerns of this 
Life, our Care rifeth in Proportion to the 
Goodnefs of the Objed, and the Fear of 
lofing it. Whatever we eftecm and Value- 
wc endeavour to preferve with the utmoft 
Carefulnefs, We are ever watchful to 
guard it from any Danger, which may ap- 
proach.to it, and chearfully beftow all our 
Fains and Labour to hinder the Enemy 
from depriving us of it. But when our 
Souls are concerned; when they are in 
Danger of being loft to all Eternity, wc 
feem little aifedted. We feem as highly 
unconcerned aS though the Soul was of no 
real Value ; and purfue with all the Eager- 
nefs and Vigour imaginable, the worthlefs 
Trifles of this prefent World. The Care 
after them engrofleth all our Time and 
Study ; and our Endeavours after thefe 
Things, fwallow up all Regard for the Soul. 
And yet the Care of our 5Wj- ought to be our 
principal Concern, becaufe if they are lofty 
- we 
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wc alfo a<e loft with- them* The Welfare of 
the Sou/, is the Welfare of the whole Man. 
Whatever afFe<Seth the Body, is a Matter 
of very flight Regard. Want, and Sick^ 
nefs, and Torment, and Death may happen 
to the Body ; but if the Soul be fafe, the 
Man is fafe alfo. But if the Soul be loft, if 
that nobler Part of us be funk into endlefs 
Mifery, the Body alfo muft fufFer along 
with it. That Body, about which our Car^ 
is fo much employed, for which we labouif 
irfter all the Pleafures, and Riches, and 
Honours of this vain World ; which wc 
pamper and indulge in all the various Lufts 
and Enjoyments of Life, fhall be con-I 
demned to (hare with the Sou/, which w6 
have neglected, in all the Pains and Mifei 
j^ies of eternal Death. This Lofs it is im- 
poffible to recal. The Sou/ once loft, is 
irrecoverably gone. Hell muft be her Pri- 
fon, from whence there is no Return. If^ 
therefore, we have any Love for our Bodies, 
which we feem to prize fo highly, this 
Love fliould excite us to take due Care of 
PUr Souls. We ought to afford them fomc 

Share 
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Share of our Time tnd Labour^ becaufe 
without a proper Care, it is certain that 
the Soul mufl be eternally miferable. And 
it is as certain that the Body will at the 
laft Day be raifed and re-united to the Soul, 
and be made Partaker with her in Mifery 
for ever. 

Now that the Soul is in Dang^ of being 
loft eternally in Hell, will very plainly ap- 
pear, when we confider what a Multitude 
of Enemies continually lie in Wait to dc- 
ftroy her ; Enemies, whom we have fo- 
lemnly engaged to fight againft, and whom, 
without the utmoft Care and Circumfpec- 
tion, we (hall not be able to withftaiid. The 
Worlds the Fkjhj and the Devil^ a formid- 
able Army, maintain a conftant War againft 
the Soul. Thefe are always at Hand to 
fwallow us up, and are the more danger- 
ous, becaufe we are too apt to cfteem the 
greateft Part of them as our beft Friends. 
The DeviU indeed, all Men look upon as an 
Enemy; but his Cunning is fo exceedingly 
great, and his Afliduity fo indefatigable 
(going up and down^ fucking whom he may 

devour) 
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devour) that there is the utmoft Neccffity 
why we (hoiirld always be upon our Gxxitdt. 
He knoweth how to make the moft proper 
Ufe of all thofe Advantages, which our own 
corrupt Natures, and the Pleafures of this 
World afford him. He appKeth his Temp- 
tations to our various Tempers and Dif- 
pofitions, watcheth every Motion of -iitt^ 
Souls, and though every Incident of Life, 
is always ready at Hand to work out" 'De«» 
ftruaion. The Things of this World, 
which we are doatingly fond tof, zrt thi^ 
Bflitd which he m^keth Ufe of to enfnafe 
US to our Ruin, The covetous Maii he 
bfibeth with Riches. To the ambitious 
Mao, whofe Soul is athrift after Hotaouri^, 
he iheweth the Kingdoms of the Worlds and 
the Glories of them ^ and allthefe Things' ^tt 
I give thee^ fays he, if thou wilt fall di^wn 
and worjhip me. The l^leafures of Life ttt-^ 
tice the voluptuous Man. In this Cafe tbti 
Flefli proveth a very dangerous Enemy; 
bccftul^linder the Appearance of Fricndfhip 
it hkkth the moft fatal Malice. This is 
ttk Enemy in our very Bofoms, perfuading 

us 
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usr to tafte of thofe Delights which it prcF- 

videtb for us with the utmofl Officiouf-* 

ncff i. but if we ,comply with its Tcmpta* 

tioms, it will prpve a Serpent to fling as 

to. D^ath. Since then^ we are encompaiTed 

by .fo many Enenoiies^ we ought always to 

be awake, and to watch, left we fliould be 

Airpfized, over conie«. and ruined to. all Eter- 

ni^y ; Who would adl ' the Part of that 

fQcJifliMan in the Qofp^l, who faid to his 

Spi^Jy, :' Soulf take tbine Eafe^ caff drinks and 

hffnerry^ whbnhe was in the Midfi of ip 

raany^y and great Dangers? Would .w« 

coniidcr, what a Number of falfe, deceit-* 

ful^'jaiid treacherous Enemies are ever in 

Wftit'tordeftroy us^ who fpeak peaceably, to 

Ij.sto. fuin us the more feciirely^ we. mud bd 

.ttonvinCcd that all our Care and Vigilance, 

V^ill be but .fufficicnt to fecure oui' Virtue, 

and prevent eternal Deftrudlion. And when 

to all this, We add thofe Advantages, which 

our own corrupt Natures give them ovef 

us J every one muft readi)y confef^ how 

great Danger our Souh are in. We know, 

and experience to Qur Coft, that our Un-* 

derAanding 
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derftanding is darkened, our Will depraved, 
our AfFedions ftrong and irregular, vio- 
lently bent upon firiful Pleafures, but ex- 
tremely faint and languid in the Purfuit 
of that which is good. We cannot, there- 
fore, need a more convincing Proof, what 
a Work of Labour and Difficulty it muft be 
to fecurc our Souls from eternal Ruin. We 
fee then, what Neceffity there is to ufe the 
utmoft Caution to preferve our Souls, feeing 
that the Worth and Importance of them is 
fo great, the Danger fo imminent, the Ene- 
my fo formidable, and the Lofs fo fataL 

Having thus laid before you the Necef- 
fity of caring for the Soul, I fliould next 
proceed to confider wherein the due Care 
of our Souls doth chiefly confift. 



SERMON 
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SERMON X. 



THE WORTH OF THE SOUL. 



Matth. xvi. 86, 

WHAT IS A MAN PROFITED, IF HE SHALL 
GAIN THE WHOLE WORLD, AND LOSE 
HIS OWN SOUL ? OR WHAT SHALL A 
MAN GIVE IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS 
SOUL ? 

T N a foregoing Difcourfe upon thefe^ 
Words, I endeavoured to excite your AN 
tention to a due Regard to that one Thing 
needful, the Salvation of your Souls , from the 
Confideration of the Worth and Importance 
of them, the Danger of lofing them, and 
the greatnefs and Irretrievablcnefs of that 
Lofs. I (hewed you that the whole World, 
and all Things therein, were not equal in 

M Valup 
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Value to the Soul of Man ; and, therefore, 
it would be the higheft Folly to diredt all 
our Purfuits after the Attainment of this 
World's Goods, which at the bcft are but 
Vanity; and negleft our Souls, which, 
without a proper Care, are in manifeft Dan-* 
gcr of being loft for ever. 

I propofe in this prefent Difcourfe to 
fhew you, wherein the due Care of our 
Souls doth chiefly confift* 

Firft. To know God, and to love and 
fear him, is the main Bufinefs of our Lives. 
We ought, therefore, to make it our chief 
Study to fearch into the Scriptures, the 
lively Oracles of God; in the which he 
hath been pleafed to reveal to us bis moft 
holy Will ; that we may learn from thence, 
what we are bound to believe concerning 
him, and in what Manner we are to ferve 
and worfhip him. So that one chief Part 
of the due Care of our Souls confifteth in 
the Knowledge and Belief of thofe Truths, 
which God hath revealed ; and which, if 
we defire to attain eternal Salvatiin, are nc^ 
ceflary to te known and belie /ed by us. 

No 
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No firm Foundation can be laid, whereon 
to build a good Life and Praftice, but the 
Knowledge of the great and fundamental 
Duties of Religion -, and without a full Belief 
and Perfuafion of thefe, we cannot pleafe 
God. For, without Faith^ it is impoffible 
to pleafe him ; for he that comet b to God muji 
believe that he is^ and that be is a, Rewarder 
of them that diligently feek bim. What 
thcfe Truths are, our Saviour hath informed 
us in the 17th Chapter of 5/. John ; This is 
Life eternal, to know tbee^ the only God, and 
^efus Chriji^ whom thou baft fent. Under 
which Words, of knowing the only true 
God, and his Son Jefus Chrift, are com- 
prehended all the neceffary Principles con- 
tained in the Law of Nature, and in the 
Chridian Difpenfation. 

To attain this qfeful Knowledge, re* ; 
quireth no very extraordinary Skill or Study* 
If we are willing to learn, all thofe Truths, 
which we are bound to know in order to 
the Saving our Souls, will appear very plaia 
to us, upon a due application of rhofe 

M % Powers 
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Powers and Faculties wherewith it hath 
pleafed God to blefs us. And the Reafon 
of this is very obvious. Whatever is ne- 
ceflary for every Man to know^ muA: lie 
level to every Man's Capacity > other wife 
he will be bound to know what is not in 
his Power to know. We are certain that 
God hath declared that he doth not Jefire the 
Death of any J but would have all Men come 
to the Kfi 010 ledge of the Truths that they may 
be faved. But if this Truth, the Know- 
ledge of which. Men are to attain, that 
they may be faved, is out of the Reach of 
their Underftanding, then God, who re- 
quircth them to come to it, and who will 
not favc them without this Knowledge, 
hath not made fufEeient Provifion for the 
Salvation of all Men. But let God be true^ 
and every Man a Liar. Life and Immor-^ 
tality are brought to Light by the Gofpel. 
And all Men may (except it be owing to 
the Pervcrfenefs of their own Wills) be 
fully inftruded in all thofe Things which 
4r€ neceifary to their eternal Salvation. 

Secondly. 
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Secondly. Another great Part of the 
due Care of our Souls ^ confifteth in the 
Pradice of thofe Virtues and Graces, of 
which the Law of God enjoineth the Per- 
formance ; and which are the Ornaments 
of a Chriftian Life. The Knowledge of 
our Dijty will not fave us, without the 
practice of it. The Servant who knowetb 
^/V Mafter's IV illy and doetk it mt^Jhallbe 
be beaten with many Stripes. And our 
Lord hath pronounced them to be blejfed^ 
not who barely know their Duty, but who 
do it. When we haye difcover^d what the 
Will* of Qod is (as every Chrjftian may do 
by conlulting his Bible) the Effedk that this 
JCnowledge (hould have upon us, fhould be 
to warm our Underftandings, and to in- 
fluence our Lives and Pradice. Mere in«^ 
active Knowledge, and Faith without Works 
are dead^ Our Faith and Knowledge muft 
be lively and aiftive ; and produce in us the 
Fruit of good living, to the Honour and 
Praife of our Father which is in He4iven f 
ptherwife they will avail nothing to the 
pajv^tion of. our Souls. 

^3 I know 
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I know that it hath been afTerted by fdme 
(but without any juft Warrant from Scrip- 
ture) that if we can but confidently rely 
upon the Merits of Chrift, and believe 
that we (hall be faved by what he hath 
done for us, we have nothing more to con- 
cern ourfelves about. The Scriptures give 
no Countenance to any fuch pernicious 
Opinions. They are fpun out of the fer* 
tile Brams of hot-headed Enthufiafts ; aad 
are doubtlefs very pleafing to thofe who 
hope to be faved without the Labour of 
Obedience. The Faith that will favc us, 
mufl be fuch a Faith as worketh by Love. 
But I cannot underftand how our Faith in 
God can be faid to work by Love^ when we 
do not perform thofe Things which he hath 
commanded us. Tht Love ofOodis, that 
nve keep his Commandments ; for if any Man 
faith, that he loveth God^ and keepeth not his 
Commandments^ he is a Liar. And our Lord 
hath given us this certain Rule, whereby 
we may know, whether our Love of him be 
fuch as he cxpedeth of us ; he that hath my 
Commandments^ and keepeth them, he it is 

that 



/ 
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that loveth me. If we fcarch throughout tlie 
Holy Scriptures, we (hall find this to be the 
eonftant Tenor and Intent of them, to pro^ 
voke unto Love and to good Works. Not that 
we are to rely upon our own good fForksy^s 
though thefe would of themfelves merit 
Heaven for us 5 for I know nothing that 
can merit Heaven for Sinners, but the 
bleffed Je/us^ the Lamb of God, Jlainfrom 
the Foundation of the World, who gave him* 
felf an Offering and a Sacrifice • to God, a 
Ranfom for alU a Propitiation for the Sins of 
the whole World. Our very beft Services 
are extremely imperfedt ; and we muft own 
after alL that we are unprofitable Servants ^ 
therefore we have the greateft Reaibn to 
blefs God for his unfpeakable and unde* 
ferved Mercy, in that he hath fent his Son 
to die for us, that we by his meritorious 
Sufferings and Death, might be faved from 
the Wrath to come. But then we (hould 
remember, that one Part of the Conditions 
6n which God hath promifed to accept us 
through the Beloved, is the Performance of 
thcile good Works I for we are his Work^ 

M 4 maniihip. 
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roan (hip created in Chrift "Jefui unto good 
Works J which God hath hcfovc ordained tJbat 
we Jhould walk in them. Let us not then 
deceive ourfelves, as though barely to be^. 
Ueve was fufficicnt to Salvation ; for witb^ 
6Ut Holinefs wejball not fee God, nor enjoy 
thofe glorious and immortal Pleafures^ 
which our Lord by his Death hath pur^ 
chafed for all them that love him and keep 
bis Commandments. 

Thirdly. Although we arc commanded 
to perform good Works, and indeed to keep 
all the Commandments of God with our whole 
Heart, yet the Frailty of our Natures is fq 
great, and the Temptations by which we 
are continually furrounded fo powerful, that 
in many Things we offend alL No Man can 
poffibly by hi* own Strength prefervc his 
Soul from Sin; and whofoever is fond 
enough to think that he can of himfelf per- 
form any Service that will be acceptable to 
God, without the Grace of God to aflift 
him, will find himfelf miferably deceived. 
Therefore, another great Part of the due 
Care of our Souls, confifteth ip fervent 

Prayer 
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Prayer and Supplication to Almighty God, 
that h6 would not Juffer us to be tempted 
above that we are able ; that whenever 
Temptations furround us, and we are in 
manifeft Danger of being overcome, he 
would enable us by his Grace to iland* 
Fervent Frayer to God is at all Times a 
Chriftian-Man's Duty. But when the Enc» 
mies of his Soul are making Ufe of their 
utmoft Endeavours to draw him into Sin, 
he is then bound in a more efpecial Man-% 
ncr, to cry unto God mightily^ and with ftrong 
Cries and Supplications^ befcech his good 
and graciou3 Father and Protedtor to deliver 
him, through the Merits and Mediation of 
bis dear Son Jefus Cbtift our Lord. By his 
Merits we muft htfaved. By his Grace we 
muft ftand. If he be for us, we fhall be 
more than Conqueror $• But without him, 
our Strength is but Weaknefs, We (hall 
fall a Prey to every Temptation j and every 

Laft will overcome us. Lfet no Man de« 

- • . ■* 

peive you. If you expedl to be faved by your 
pwn Merits^ by any Thing that you can do, 
pithout^Faithy in the Son of God, who gavd 

himjelf 
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bimjelf for youy 2lt\A wajhed you from your Sins 
by his own Bloody your Ruin will come 
when you think yourfelves moft fecure. 
For although we are commanded to per- 
form good Works^ and indeed cannot be 
faved without Obedience^ yet our very befl: 
Services are lo fadly deformed with Jmper- 
fedionSy or greater Faults^ that we cannot 
ftand the Juftice of God, without being 
cUanfed by the Blood of his dear Son. I 
fpeak to Chriilians; to thofe who have 
given up their Names to Chrift, and pro* 
fcfs to believe the Forgivenefs of Sins 
through the all-fufHcient Sacrifice of the 
Son of God. If you have any Regard for 
your own Salvation, avoid with the utmoft 
Care that fatal Rock, on which too many, 
in this Age, feem extremely fond of being 
(hfp- wrecked, namely, that being good moral 
Men will alone be fufficient to Salvation, 
I tell you again, as I have told you before, 
that unlefs you are faved by the Merits of 
Cbrijl^ and through Faith in his Bloody all 
your own good Works will be but as flthy 
ftags i and you will ft^d Speecjilcfs in the 

great 
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great Day of Accounts, when you fhall ap- 
pear before God, not having on the Wedding 
Garment ofChriJi's Righteoufnefs^ 

In what Manner it will pleafe the all* 
wife and gracious God to deal with thofe 
who to the bcft of their Power, have lived 
up to the Light of Nature, but have never 
been blcfled with the Knowledge of the 
Gofpel, doth not at alt concern us to en» 
quire. But we may be certain that the 
^udge of all the Earth w/// ^e? Nothing but 
nvhat isjuji and right j and will reward ewry 
Man according to his IVorks. 

But >^hat doth this fignify to us ? We have 
had the Gofpel preached unto us, and have 
been baptized into a Belief of it; and caa 
we think that God will excufe us from conu 
forming ourfelvcs to its Precepts, becaufe 
we have have lived according to the Light 
and Law of Nature ? Certainly not. Even 
fuppofing we could do, what no Man hath 
ever yet found it poffible to do (and I be* 
lieve never will) namely, to fulfil perffeftly 
the whole Law of Nature ; are not all 
|he Precepts of the Gofpel holy^ juji and 

goodf 
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good ? And is not every Part of it well 

worthy of God to reveal ? If this be true, 

as right Reafon mufl allow^ is it not right 

and jufl that thofe to whom it hath been 

revealed, (hould believe and pradife it ? 

For what Reafon then do you rejcft it? 

Why, becaufe you conceit that you can b^ 

faved as well without it. But is not thic 

to make yourfelves wifer than God ? It i$ 

plain, that God did not think the Light of 

Nature fuflicient of itfelf to lead Men to 

Happinefs and Salvation ; and therefore 

icnt his only-begotten Son into the World, 

to declare upon what Terms he would fave 

us* And when thefe Terms have been pro-. 

pofed to US; and. we are told, that unlefs 

we do comply with them, and believe on 

him whom he hath fent, he will . not accept 

us ; for us to pretend that we can fave our* 

fclves by any other Method, in Contradict 

tion to his revealed Will, is the higheft 

Stupidity, or moft abandoned Prefump^ 
tion. 

We fee then the Neceffity both of Faiths 
and of good mrks, if we wouM be faved. 

3 Qf 
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Of good Works out of Love to God, and 
Obedience to his Laws ; and of Falth^ be- 
caufe without that it is impojjiblh to pleaft 
God. Whofover therefore fceketh to de- 
prive 'Faith of good Worh^ feeketh to de- 
prive the Tree of its Fruits. And whofo- 
cver thinkcth to be faved by his owjj 
good Works without Faith in Chrift, is no 
Chriftian* Good Works fpring fromj and 
arc the genuine Fruits of a true and lively 
Faith. Unlefs, therefore, our Faith pr^ 
ducc in us the Fruit of good Livings it wilK 
be no better accounted of than the Faith of 
the Devil, who (we are told) both believeth 
and trembletb. 

Further j As no Man can perform a per- 
fedl and unfinning Obedience, fo God out 
of his good Will to Man hath provided an 
Atonement for our Offences, if we fin- 
cerely repent, and truft in him, whom he 
hath fet forth to be the Propitiation for our 
Sin«. Repentance, therefore, whenever wc 
tranfgrefs the Commands of God, is another 
great Part of the due Care of our Souls. 

Not 
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Not ;hat Repentance is any real Reparation 
of our Faults i but God, whofe Mercy is 
over all his Works, and who knoweth how 
weak and feeble we arc of ourfelvcs, hath 
promifed to, receive us again into Favour 
upon true Repentance^ and Faith in his Son 
Jefus Chrift. Now that our Repentance 
may be available to Salvation, it muft work 
in us a real Reformation. It will be to no 
Purpofe to pretend to repent, and to be 
forry for our Sins, if at the fame Time wc 
do not intend to forfake them. When w© 
confefs our Faults before God, and beg of 
him to forgive us, and yet refolve to con- 
tinue in the fame wicked Courfe of Life» 
we only add Hypocrify to Iniquity. To 
make our Repentance perfeft, it muft pro- 
duce in us a firm Refolution to forfake all 
Manner of Sin. Wc muft make no Re- 
ferve for any one favourite Vice. The For- 
faking of our beloved and darling Lufts is 
a certain Sign that our Repentance is fin- 
cere. When we are tired of fome of our 
Sins, or of a Multitude of them, we may 

perhaps 



THE WORTH OF THE SOUL. I75 

perhaps be willing to part with them ; but 
fome particular Vice may ftick fo clofe^ 
that we (hall be unwilling to leave it, and 
(like old Friends) may weep at our Separa- 
tion. But the forfaking of this is the 
very teft of our Obedience. And when we 
coniider^ that the Confcquence of continu- 
ing in the Pradticc of any known Sin, will 
be eternal DeftruSion ; but to repent, and 
forfake our Sins, is Life everlafting 5 we 
cannot be faid to have any Love for God, any 
Reverence fot his Laws, or any Concern for 
our own Happinefs and Salvation, if we do 
not with the higheft Sincerity, endeavour to 
bring every Thought, Word, and Aflion 
into Subjedion to the Will of God; if we 
do not unfeignedly and with contrite Hearts 
bewail our own SinfulnefSy and confefs our-- 
ftlves to Almighty God^ with full Purpofe of 
Amendment of Life. 

Lfftly : When we confider the great 
Danger which our Souls are in of being 
loft for ever^ and what powerful Enemies 
arc ever in W>it to deftroy us, we fhall be 

altogether 
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altogether inexcufable» if we do not exert 
our utmoft Endeavours for their Prcferva- 
tion. For this Caufe we ought to make 
Ufe of all thofe Means which God hath 
been pleafed to afford us. We (hould^ 
therefore^ pay a conftant and devout At* 
tendance upon the public Wor(hip of Al« 
mighty God. We (hould come to the 
Houfe of God with Hearts rightly dif- 
pofed to hear his Word ; to offer up our 
Devotions in the Name of his Son ye/us 
Cbriji^ and to pray for the AfEftance of his 
bleffed Spirit. We (hould appear in this 
holy Place, not as though we came only to 
fee and be fecn, but with the moft awful 
Reverence ; for we come to converfe with 
God, and therefore, fhould be more ready 
to hear^ than to offer the Sacrifice of Fools. 
We fhould alfo frequently and fervently 
receive the Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
of Chrlfi ; by whofe precious Blood-fhed- 
ding our Sins are waflied away. By thefe 
Means our Faith will be ftrengthened, our 
Hopes raifed, and our Defires enlarged ; 

and 
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and wc (hall find ourfelves more confirmed 
in our good Rcfolutions ; and the better 
enabled to withftand Temptations. To 
thefe, let us add devout Prayers to Al- 
mighty God, that he would fend his Mefled 
Spirit to guide and diredt us in all our 
Ways ; that he would lead us fafely through 
the Snares and Temptations of this wicked 
fTorld } that he would guide us with his 
Counfel here J and after that receive us into 
Glory J through Jefus Chrijl our Lordi to 
whom^ &c. 



N SER- 



SERMON XL 



tHE UNJUST STEWARD. 



Luke xvi. g. 

I ^AY tJNTO YOU, MAKE TO YOURSELVES 
FRIENDS OF THE MAMMON OF UN- 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT WHEN YE FAIL, 
THEY MAY RECEIVE YOU INTp EVER- 
LASTING HABITATIONS. 

np H E S E Words are an Inference drawn 
by our blcfled Saviour from the Parable 
of the tdfjju/l Steward^ in the foregoing Par^ 
of the Chapter ; and if we are but wife 
enough to make a proper Application, the 
Inference cannot but prove of great Ufc 
and Advantage to us. This Man had been 
accufed of wafting his Lord^s Goods. He 
had, therefore. Notice given him by his 

N 2 Mafter, 
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Maftcr, to fettle his Account ; for he would 
not any longer retain him as his Steward. 
The Steward is (hen introduced a$ de- 
bating thd matter with himfelf, in what 
Manner he might hope befl: to be fupported, 
after he was put put of the Stewardfiif. He 
was not weak enough to imagine^ that an- 
other Matter would be fo unguarded and 
thoughtlefs, as to employ him in the fame 
Capacity, when he had been removed from 
his Steward/hip^ for having proved unfai^- 
ful to his former Matter. Not thijt f«ch a 
Cafe was altogether impjof&ble; for there 
have been Stewards, who after they ^ave 
defrauded, and almoft rqined one Maimer, 
have been taken in to defraud and ruin an- 
other. But this good For<:une the Man d^d 
not exped. His only Care was to know, 
in what Manner he mighf be prj^vii^^ 
for, fo as to live in fome Cojnfprtj V^hf^ \9\ 
was difcarded by his prefent Lqrd. IJ^j 
had lived in Idlenefs ; h^d beei) brQ.vi|;j^( i)^ 
to np Eoiployment, but th^t wl^^9)^ ht^ hK| 
made a bad Ufe of ; and therefore wa^ vafit 
'for L^bpur^ b^ c^uld not di^y an 4 as |ig 

I had 
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had (no Doubt) lived in Luxury enougK 
(as fuch Sort of Men generally do) fo he 
thought it too great a Difgrace to beg. 
What then muft he do ? Starve he refolvedf 
he would not. He therefore hit upon anf 
Expedient, which he had Reafon to belie^d 
would very well anfwer his Purpofe. He had 
not yet given up his Accounts to his Maftcr ; 
he therefore took the Refolution to defraud 
him yet further ; 'and by giving his Lord's 
Debtors a Share in the Plunder, to fecurij 
to himfclf a welcome Reception amongft 
Them. His Lord^ though he difcovcred 
the iniquitious Dealing of his Steward, yet 
could not helpl commending him^ becaUji 
be. had done wifely. He dicj not commefti 
hiih for his Honefty, becaufe he had 
nottc to be commended for j but his prudent 
Care and Forefight, in fo well providing 
lor himfelf after he ^z% puf out of bis 
Stewardjhip, was what his Lord applauded 
Bito for, though he himfelf was the Siif- 
fcrcr. And, indeed, fays our Lotd, tbe 
^ Children of this WorUare, in thelt Generatidit^ 
wifir than tbe Children of Li^ht. they 
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whofe only Concern it is to fcek after tbd 
Pleafures, the ProiitSy or (he Honours of 
this World, manage their Affairs with 
much more Wifdom and Dexterity, than 
they who profefs themfclves Candidates for 
Heaven. And I fay unto you^ make to your'* 
Jelves Friends of the Mammon ofUnrigbteouf-- 
nefsj that when ye fail^ they may receive you 
into everlafling Habitationsi. 

The Lines of this Parable arc fo well 
marked, and ^he Perfons meant are fo e%- 
adly defcribed, that we cannot well mifr 
take in applying the proper CharaSiers. 
The Lord of the Steward is God Alrnigbiy^ 
the Maker and Lord of all Things. The 
Steward is every Man, or indeed all Man-? 
kind in general. The Goods^ which th^ 
Steward is accufed of wafting^ are the va- 
rious Talents committed tp our Truft, 
Wealth, Honours, Wifdom, or the like 5 
for the due Management of ^hich, we arc 
accountable to our Great Mafter. And if wc 
do not lay them out to his Honour an4 
Service, but confume them upon our Lufis^ 
yre fhall be put out of our Stewardfhip 5 that 
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is, we (hall forfeit his Love and Favour 1 
the Confcqucnce of which will be eternal 
Mifery and Deftruction. That God, the 
Maker of all, is Lord of all, no Man can 
doubt. For who can fet up a Claim in 
Oppofition to him by whom all Things 
were made ? Or who can difpute his Right 
to be Lord over the Work of his own 
Hands ? That all thofe Talents where-, 
with we are bleffed, are the Gifts of God^ 
whether they be Honours, or Riches, or 
Strength, or Wifdom, is a certain and com- 
fortable Truth. For every good Gft^ and 
every perfe^ Gift cometb from above ; from 
the inexhauftible Store of the divine Bounty 
and Goodnefs. It is God that girdeth us 
ivitA Strength, that giveth us a Power to 
get Wealth, that maketh our Habitation 
profperous, zndf I/eth our Houfes with good 
things 5 that impartetb Wifdom to the Sons 
of 'Men. For, fays *S/. Jamesj if any Man 
lack Wifdomy let him ajk of God^ who giveth 
to all Men liberally^ and upbraideth not^ and 
it Jball be given him. All thefe worketb God, 
dnd giveth them to all Men fever ally as be 

N 4 will. 
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will. It would therefore be ill us tht 
highefl: Folly and Prefumption^ to claim 
thefc as our own Property ; for they plainly 
belong to the great Lord and Mafter of all, 
who can refume his Gifts whenever he 
pleafeth; and who, we are afTured, hath 
frequently done fo^ when Men pervert and 
abufe them. The Management and Im«- 
provemerit of them, is indeed^ committed 
to our Care; and we are allowed a Right 
in them, fo far as may fupply us with 
whatever may be needful and convenient to 
our State in this Life. But Property in 
them we can have nonej becaufe Property 
implieth affured Continuance. But aflured 
Continuance in the Things of this Worlds 
no Man can have ; they are often (hifting 
Mafters ; and if they do not defert us be* 
fore wc die, yet our Lif?, at the beft, 
is very ihort, and then wc muft ledve 
them to others. For wife Man die us well 
as the ignorant and foolijh^ and leave their 
Riches to others : Yet, they think, that their 
Houfes Jkall continue for ever y thai their 
p welling Places fhall endure from one Gene-- 

ration 
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ration to anciher ; and call the Lands after 
their own Names. This is their Foplijhnefs^ 
and we who think purfclyes wifer, goon 
in the fame Track of Folly. At the very 
heft, we are but Tenants for Life, and 
often not for fo long a Space of Time ; be* 
caufe if we abufe our Truft^ and pervert thte 
good Gifts of God to the Purpofes of 
Wickednefs, then God by an immediatfc 
Adi of his Providence, may bring down 
our Strength to the Grave i may turil ottr 
Wifdom into Foolifhnefs, may fuiFcr pur 
Wealth to be taken away by others, and 
Jeavc us, like a Tree blafted by Lightning 
from Heaven, bare and deftitute of every 
Blefling, and every Comfort ; a dreadful 
Monument of the Wrath and Vengeance of 
.God^ for Talents mifapplied. 

That all thefe Gifts, of what Kind fo- 
ever they are, or whether they be few 0% 
many, are committed to us in the Nature 
of a Truft ; and for the due Management 
of which, we are accountable to the great 
Mafler, of the Houjhold^ God Almighty j is 
implied ii^i the Parable. We are Stewards^ 

and 
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and ought to ht found faithful. Wc (hbuld 
brand that Steward for Unfaithfulncfs and 
Pifhoncfty, who fliould wajle his Lord*s 
Goods in Riot and Luxury ; or apply them, 
independently of his Mafter, to his own 
Ufe and Service* What Name then can be 
found bad enough for us, who have re* 
ceived of the great Lord of Heaven and 
Earthy Goods of the higheft Valuer nay 
even all that we have, that by a due U/<j 
of them, wc might promote his Honour 
and Service, and yet have confumed them 
upon our Lufts; nay, have turned his Gifts 
againft him i have made Ufe of our Reafon, 
that moft noble Gft of God^ to prophanc 
his facrcd Name j to blafpheme his moft 
holy Religion ; and like ihe Devil^ that 
Murderer of Souls, that firft Author of Sin, 
to dethrone the moft high God, in whom we 
live, move^ and have our Being ? In the P^- 
fable of the Nobleman, who went into a far 
Country, to receive for hi mf elf a Kingdom^ we 
j;ead, that before his Departure, he called his 
Servants, and delivered unto therd his Goods ^ 
to one he gave five Talents, to another two, 

and 
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f2ftd to another one^ to every Man according 
to hh fever al jibility ; and that at his Rc» 
turn, they were called before him, and a/^ 
Account demanded what Improvement eacli 
had made in his Matter's Abfence; that 
according to their Improvement^ they were 
commended and rewarded ; but the unpxojit^ 
^hle Servant was not only deprived pf his 
Truft, but was alfo condemned tp a fevcrc 
and exemplary Punifhmentt Thus hath our 
great Majier' given to Men many Gifts of 
varipus Rinds, and in varipus Degrees ; as 
3trength of Body, Soundnefs pf Mind, a 
quick Underftanding, great Wifdom and 
Knowledge, Power, Wealth, Honours, and 
the like ; and all thefe Gifts he hath pro- 
portioned according to their fevpral Wants, 
and Abilities. Apd thcfe he expedteth we 
{hould carefully lay out and improve^ in 
promoting his Honour and Glory. And if 
in the Management of this pur important 
Truft, we have aftcd a wife and honeft 
Part ; if we have made it our Study and 
Delight, to advance his Interefts in this 
Worlds if wc hava fin^efely endeavoured. 

tQ 
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to promote his Glory amongft Men j if the 
Power and Strength which he hath given us^ 
have heen employed in proteding injured 
Innocence, and delivering the Poor out of the 
'Hand of the Opprejfor ; if we have made our 
Wealth a Bleiling to all around ui, and 
have difperfed abroad^ and given to the Pdofi 
if we have ufed our Wifdom to inftrud the 
Ignorant, to reprove the Wicked, and to 
promote the Caufc of Piety and Virtue (fof 
this is to improve our Talents^ according to 
the Will of our great Lord) then at hii 
coming we (hall be called into his Prefence, 
*nd be received into his Joy. But if thofe 
Talents J wherewith God hath intruded u$ 
have been confumed in Riot, in Luft, in 
Opprcflion; or even if we have neglected 
the Improvement of them, we fhall be con- 
demned to outer Darknefs^ vjhere Jhall be 
sweeping and gnajhing of Teeth. 

That we muft all give an Account of our 
Sfewardjhip to God, no Chriftian need be 
w\A 5 for we muji all appear before the Jadg-i^ 
ment Seat ofChriJiy to receive for the Things 
done in tke Body, according to that ive. have 

done. 
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done. Would we then aft the Part of wife 
Men, as well as good Stewards of the mani^ 
fold Grace of God^ fhould it not be our con- 
ftant Care and Study fo to manage our 
Truft, that wc may be able to give an Ac^ 
qount of ourfelvcs with Joy ^ How happy 
will it be for us, when our Great Mafter 
fliall call us before him : and in the Pre- 
fepce of Men and Angels, fliall beftow upou 
i}S this gracious Bencdidlion ; Well done^ 
g^od und faithful Servants ; you have bun 
fditbfuf im a few Things ^ I will make you. 
'Rulers over mqpy Things, enter into the Joy 
tfyqiVkr Lord! 

Confider, my beloved Brethren, the vaft 
Jinportance of that Charge, wherewith your 
hord, hath intrufted you 5 and the inevit- 
able Peftru(3:ion which awaiteth you, if 
you prove unfyitbful; and let it excite your 
utmpft Care and Diligence. Look at the 
Children pf this World, and fee the Care, 
the Attention, the unceafing ^ains and La- 
bour whijch they employ to procure the 
Irifiing and fading Advantages, which this* 
World can give; and it will furely raifp 
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a BluHi upon your Cheeks, when you con-* 
fider, how irldullrious, how careful, hovii^ 
alert they are in the Purfuit of their defired 
Good ; whilfl you, who would be thought 
the Children of Lights and whofc profeiled 
Aim is Heaven, and immortal Happinefs^ 
are indolent, cold, lifelefs, and as feemingl/ 
unconcerned, as though the Attainment of 
fuch immenfe Bleffings was not worthy of 
one ferious Thought. If the Men of this 
World are athirfl after Honours, whatcare-^ 
ful Attention is paid to thofe who can foN 
ward their Defigns ? How many mortify-*^ 
ing Slights are pafled over unregarded ? 
What fervile Adulation, what faWning Ad- 
dreffes, what unremitted Application is 
made Ufe ofi to engage in their Favour 
Men of Power, and whofe Fricndlhip they 
have Reafon to believe will prove fervicc-^ 
able to them ? If to be rich, be the pre- 
dominant Paflion of their Soul, then is 
every Art employed, every Nerve ftrained^ 
and every other Purfuit made to give Place 
to this one Thing needful. Their Days are 
fpent in Toil and Labour ; their Nights are 
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Mndered fleeplefs with anxious Care ; they 
rife up early ^ late take Reft ^ and eat the Bread 
of Carefulnefs *, yet all this tedious Fatigue 
and Watching is made pleafing and agree- 
able by the alluring Hope of .gaining thia 
Idol of their Hearts- If their Minds, arc 
bent upon Pleafure, then, is every Thought 
bufied how to gratify their Defires ; no. 
Stone is left unturned, no Means unefTayed 
that can in any wife bid fair to procure 
what their Soul longeth for. Should not 
we learn Wifdom from thefe Men ? Should 
not they teach us to improve their worldly 
Care to our fpiritual Advantage ? If worldly 
and worthlefs Honours > if fading and w«- 
certain Riches ; if fleeting and trait fitory 
Pleafures are thought well procured by fuch 
unwearied Pains and Affiduity, (hould not 
we efteem it a Point of the hiffheft Wifdom. 
to make Ufe of our ihoft earncfl: Endea- 
vours, our moft incefiant Application, to 
obtain thofe true Honours which come 
from God only ; thofe heavenly Treafures 
which will never fail us, nor forfake us ; 
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thofe unfading Pleafures, referved for us at 
God*s right Hand for evermore ? 

Confider, my beloved^ that God hath 
committed to your Truft his precious 
Goods; that you are accountable to him 
for your Ufc, or Abufe of them ; and that 
as you have proved true or unfaithful to 
your Truftt fo ftiall be your Reward^ or your 
f j^niihment. God hath not put his Goods 
into your Hands to ufe them as you think 
proper, to confume them upon your Lufts> 
Qr to make them the Inilrumcnts of Ty- 
<ranny and Opprefiion; but he hath in« 
trufted them to you, to be difpofed of to 
his Honour and Glory, and the Good and 
Advantage of your Fellow Servants. Well 
and happy will it be for you, if when your 
Lordjhall call upon you to give an Account of 
your Stewardjhipj ypu fliall be found to have 
adted an honeft and faithful Part. But 
what Thought can equal the Depth of that 
Mifcry which fhall be your eternal Portion, 
if you have wajied your Loris Goods in 
Rioting and Drunkennefs^ in Chambering and 

Wantonnefs^ 
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Wantonnefsy in Strife and Eni^ing ? Hear 

what our BleJJed Saviour faith, U^bo is that 

faithful and wife Steward^ whom his Lord 

fhall make Ruler over bis Houjhold^ to give 

them their Meat in due Seafon ? Blejfed is 

that Servant, whom bis Lord, at his Coming, 

fhall find fo doing ; verily I fay unto you, he 

fhall make him Ruler over all his Goods. But, 

and if that evil Servant fhall fay in his 

fleart, my Lord delayeth his Coming, and 

fhall begin to fmite his Fellow^Scrvants, and 

to eat and drink with the Drunken ; the Lord 

cf that Servant fhall come in a Day when he 

looketb not for him, and in an Hour that he 

is not aware of\ and fhall cut him afunder, 

and appoint him his Portion with the Hy^ 

pocrites. 

In the Parable of the TJnju^ Steward, 
our Saviour feemeth to have his Eye, in a 
more efpecial Manner, upon the bad Ufe 
which Men are too apt to make of their 
Wealth. They wafte it in Luxury and Wan- 
tonnefs, in oppreffing the Poor and Needy, 
in betraying to Ruin helplcfs and unguarded 
Innocence J and for this Abufe, they will, 
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no Doubt, be called to a mofl: fevere Ac- 
count. But my beloved, do not imagine, 
that rich Men only are concerned in this 
Judgment. For whatever you have, you 
have received in Truft from God ; and to 
him you muft give an Account, in what 
Manner you have employed it. Whether 
he hath beftowed upon you Riches, Ho- 
nour, Power, Strength, or Wifdom ; all 
are his Gifts, and in them he oiight to be 
honoured by you. It is true, God is no 
Gainer by your Goodnefs, neither will your 
Treachery bring him any Difhonour ; for 
.your Righteoufnefs extendeth not to him, 
and your Wickednefs cannot hurt him. 
But your Difhoncfty will plunge you into 
the difmal Regions of eternal Woe; and 
your Faithfulnefs will provide for you ever- 
lafting Habitations in Heaven. Wifely, 
then, and honefty employ thofe Talents, 
which your Great Majler hath committed 
to your Truft. 

Deaths niobich is not far from any of you, 

will fhortly put an End to your Steward^ 

Jbip ; but it will not put an End to your 

Being. 
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Being. Exift you muft eternally, after 
this frail Life is ended ; but it dependeth 
upon your Behaviour here, whether that 
Eternity fhall be fpent in Happinefs or 
Mifery. Knowings therefore, the Terrors 
of the Lord^ we perfuade Men. And, Oh I 
that you would be perfuaded, my Brethren, 
to know in this your Day the Things that^ make 
Jor your ever lofting Peace ! An Account of 
yourfelves you muft give to your Great 
Lord and Mafter. Be careful, therefore, 
that at his Coming, you be found without 
Fault and hlamelefs. Then (hall you apm 
pear in his Prefence with exceeding great 
Joy. Haying fought the good Fight, finijhed 
your Courfe, and kept the Faith*, your God 
and Saviour^ to whom you have been faiths 
ful Stewards, fhall beftow upon you a Crown 
of Right eoufnefs^ incorruptible^ undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away^ eternal in the Hea-^ 
vens. 
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THE P R O D I G A L S O R 



Luke xv. 17 • and Part of v* x8« 

AND WHEN HE CAME TO HIMSELF^ HJt 
SAID, HOW MANY HIRED SERVANTS Of 
MY FATHER HAVE BREAD ENOlTOHi 
AND TO SPARE, AND I PERISH WITH 
HUNGER, ! I WILL ARISE, AND GO TQ 
MY FATHER. 

'T^HE grcatcft Part of thofe Sins of which 
Men are guilty is owing to the Want 
of Confideration. The Pleafures of this 
World which the grand Enemy of our Sal- 
vation hath taken Care, to reprefent to our 
deluded Imaginations, in the moil beautiful 
and advantageous Lig^t, attr^d cue Admii- 
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ration at firft View. Wc are all on Fire to 
gain Poffcffion of them ; not fufFering our- 
felves to coniider the Vanity and intrinfic 
Worthlcffnefs of them ; nor what a Weight . 
of Woe and Sorrow we muft undergo from 
the Attainment. The Importunity of fenfual 
Objefts too often over beareth our Reafon ; 
the Hurry of our Paffions carrieth us on in 
a full Career, to commit all Manner of 
Wickednefs ; and we rafhly refolve to take 
our Fill of Pleafure, and to give a Loofe 
to unbounded Defire^ whilft the Intereft of 
our immortal Souls lieth unregarded and 
unthought of. Our Folly is not more re- 
markably confpicuous in any one Thing, 
than in this abfurd and unaccountable Con- 
du<ft. To what End were the Powers and 
Faculties of our Souls beftowed upon us, 
but to reafon and rcfled: within ourfelves 
upon the Fitnefs and Unfitnefs of Things ; 
to deliberate and examine into the Good- 
nefs and Depravity of our Adtions^ to 
compare and find out the Difference be- 
twixt, Vice and Virtue ; and when we have 
found out what is good and profitable fi^r 

us* 
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US, to embrace and purfue it with the moft 
fteady and fixed Attention, and not permit 
thefalfeand tricking Appearances of Things 
to divert us from it ? To forfeit our In- 
nocence and Virtue to gratify a deluded Ap- 
petite^ is to buy Repentance at too dear 
a Rate. The Welfare of our Souls is a 
Point of the utmoft Concern and Import- 
ance. We cannot exprefs too much Care 
in the Prefer vation of them. The Rewards 
of Virtue, and the Punifhments of Vice, 
are not to continue for a Ihort Space, and 
then to ceafe for ever ; but are of endlefs Du- 
ration, fixed by an irrevocable Decree, which 
nothing can alter. It muft, therefore, be 
a Piece of Wifdom to confider our Ways, 
and call them to Remembrance, that we 
may turn our Feet unto the Teftimonies of 
the Lord, and thereby fecurc to ourfelves 
the bleflings of eternal Life. 

Conjideration is the firft Step towards Re- 
pentance. When we look into Ourfelves, 
and weigh the Folly and Vanity of thofe 
Delights, wherein we have wafted fo much 
of our precious Time, we then perpeivc 
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for what worthlefs Trifles we have been 
fcduccd from the Paths of Virtue. Re- 
flexion quickly (heweth us how dearly we 
have purchafed the (hort and momentary 
Enjoyments of this World ; when for them 
we have forfeited our Innocence; are be- 
come the Children of Shame and Difgrace» 
and (without Repentance) Heirs of eternal 
Condemnation. This awakes us from that 
Lethargy under which we have been fo 
long detained ; fheweth us what abjeA 
Slaves we have been to Sin and the Devil ; 
and fetteth before us our Folly in fcrving 
fuch Mailers, whofe Wages is cverlalling 
Death. 

Thefe Reflexions indeed have not always 
that EflTedt upon us which they ought to 
have. In our Health and Profperity we 
are too apt to throw them afide, and to fay 
with Felix\ go for the prefenty and ivhen we 
have a convenient Opportunity we will call for 
you. We abufe the Mercy and Goodnefs 
of God, and inftead of fuifering them to 
lead us to Repentance, make Ufe of them 
as Arguments for our further Difobe- 

2 dience. 
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dience. Profpcrity too often tcmpteth us 
to forget God ; or perhaps^ becaufe he b&« 
ftoweth good Things upon us, we think 
ourfelves fecure of his Favour ; or what is 
worfe, imagine we may with much fafcty 
proceed in our evil Courfcs fome Ypars 
longer; and that then it will be Time 
enough to take up and reform, Fulnefs of 
Breads and Plenty of all Things^ caufed God's 
chofcn People to rebel againft him ; and we 
too often fee how Affluence and Plenty dif- 
pofe Men to commit thofe Things which 
God hath condemned, without Scnfe of 
Shame, or Fear of Punifhment. But when 
it pleafeth God to write bitter Things againjl 
iis, and to make us pojfefs our former Jniqiii^ 
tiesy we then begin to find that we have 
fed hitherto upon Hufks^ upon the Shadow 
and Appearance of Happiaefs; but ntstt 
tafted the Subftance, nor knew what real 
Happinefs was. Thus, whilft his Money 
laded, the Prodigal Son neverthougbt ofre-- 
fuming to his Father ^ riotous Living was 
more agreeable to his depraved Temper^ 
He could not bear the Thought of quitting 

his 



202 THE PRODIGAL SON. 

his dear Enjoyments^ or putting a Re- 
ibaint upon his Lufts^ to live foberly in 
his Father s Houfe. But when the Foun- 
tain which fupplied his Extravagance and 
Xruxury was exhauAed and fpent^ and Po- 
verty and Want came upon him, like an 
armed Man, then he began to come to himfelf. 
His Afflictions taught him Wifdom, and 
he refolved, if it was pofGble, to regain his 
Father s Love, if not as a Son, yet as a Ser-- 
imnt. And when he came to him/elf, be /aid, 
bow many hired Servants of my Father have 
Bread enough and tofpare, and I perljh with 
Hunger ! I will arife and go to my Father. 

Seeing then, that the Want of Conjidera^ 
tion layeth us open to fuch great Evils, it 
may not.be amifs to enquire briefly, where- 
in it confiiileth ; to fhew how far it is our 
Duty ; and to lay before you the Advan- 
tages of it. 

When God created Man, he infufed into 
him a reafonable Soul ; gave him a Power 
of calling to Mind his pafl Actions, and of 
palling Judgment concerning the moral 
Goodnefs or Turpitude of them. Cofide^ 

ration 
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ration is the Exercife of thefe Powers and 
and Faculties. When we recal our paft 
Deeds, and impartially weigh and examine' 
whether they are good or evil we are faid 
to conjider. The Law of God is the Rule 
and Meafurc of our Duty ; and the more 
our Anions conform to this Rule, or differ 
from it, the more they partake of the Na- 
ture of Virtue or Vice. Since then God 
hath been pleafed,of his Goodnefs to Man- 
kind, to give us a Law to walk by, it is 
doubtlefs our Duty to bring our A<5tions 
to this Touchftone ; and try them whether 
they are agreeable to this Law or not. No- 
thing can be more conducive to our Hap- 
pinefs than fuch an Examination; for as 
in many Things we offend alh, and no one 
caji fay, / am clean from Sin ; fo by calling 
V to Mind the many Deviations from our 
Duty, and how frequently we have tranf-t 
grcfTed, we (hall perceive the Deformity of 
Sin ; and learn to walk for the future with 
more Caution and Circumfpe£tion. When 
our worldly Intereft is concerned, we are 
commonly careful enough to weigh and 

re-examine 
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rc-cxaminc our Adions. When we find 
that we have done imprudently, wc then 
ilrive to the utmoft of our Power to make 
Amends for our Miftake, and retrieve the 
falfe Step which we had taken. But when 
the Welfare of our Souls is concerned, that 
immortal Part of us, for which Chrift (hed 
his precious Blood, and whofe Prefcrvation 
ought to be our chief Employment; how 
negligently, how carelefsly do we proceed.^ 
It is a tedious and unwelcome Taik to look 
into ourfelves, and fpy out our own Mif- 
carriages; and we are very unwilling to 
undertake it, although our everlafting Hap- 
pinefs dependeth upon it. The Picafures 
of this World infatuate us ; we are not 
ourfelves ; Sin doth, as it were, flupify us ; 
we feem to be infenfiblc of our Danger, we 
exprefs an Averfion to what is good, and 
take Delight in feeding upon TraJI:>. Our 
Appetites are corrupted and vitiated; wc 
purfue imaginary Pleafures, and (hun fblid 
Happinefs. The Devil hath been extreme- 
ly careful to deck the Pleafures of this 
World in the moft glaring and fplendid 

Drefs; 
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Drefs ; and we fondly take their tinfel Or- 
naments for true Sterling. It muft be very 
ama;2ing to every confiderate Man, that 
Creatures formed for Happinefs (hould fo 
fatally miftake in the Purfuit of it. We 
all confefs that our Aim in all our Purfuits 
is the Attainment of Happinefs ; and yet, 
blinded by falfe Appearances, and deluded 
by outfide ihew, we follow after Vanity^ 
and gain Mifery and Confufion. A deceived 
Heart hath turned us ajide from feeing our 
true Intereft. For a Man to fpend his 
Life in the toilfome Drudgery of Sin and 
the Devil, is downright Folly and Madnefs. 
When a Man hath an everlafting Intereft at 
Stake (as all Men undoubtedly have) there 
cannot be a ftronger Proof of Folly than to 
negledl that which will fecure his Happi- 
nefs, and follow after thofe Things which 
will afluredly bring eternal Mifery. Though 
iinfpeakable Danger hangeth over the Sin- 
ner's Head, big with immediate Deftruc^ 
tion, and every Man feeth it ; yet he 
fecmeth carelefs and unconcerned/ Though 
every M^n pitieth him, and bewaileth his 

' Folly, 
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Folly, he hath no Pity or Regard for him- 
felf. Dead in Trefpajfes and Sins, he will 
not perceive the dreadful Precipice that 
lieth before him. TAe broad and flowery 
Way to DeJlruSlion feemeth, to his deluded 
Imagination, full of Pleafure and Delight ; 
and he ruflieth on without Thought, until 
he falleth into eternal Perdition. Thought- 
lefs and inconfiderate Mortals ! God defireth 
not the Death of a Sinner, but would have 
all Men come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 
and be favedi but ye will not come to him, 
that ye may befaved. How earneftly doth he 
exhort and perfuade you to amend your Do- 
ings, as though ye thereby conferred an 
Obligation upon him ! JVhy will ye die, 
O ye Sons of Men ? / have no Pleafure in 
the Death of him that dieth, faith the Lordi 
wherefore turn yourfelves, and live. Thus 
faith the Lord, confider your Ways, remem- 
ber and fhew yourfelves Men ; bring them 
again to Mind, O ye Tranfgireflbrs. Con^ 
f deration and Reflexion (hew us to be Men. 
To adt without thinking, and to follbw 
blindly where Appetite leadeth, is to debafe 

ourfelves 
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ourfelves to a Level with Brutes. Their 
Fear arifeth only from Dangers in View. 
Diftant Evils they neither fee, nor dread. 
But Man who ftileth himfelf a reafonablc 
Creature, and Valueth himfelf highly upon . 
that Privilege, maketh himfelf ftili more 
vile, l^be Ox knoweth his Owner ^ and the 
Afs his Majier's Crib^ but my People knoweth 
not me^ faith the Lord; and why ? My 
People doth not conjider. Is not this a very 
ungrateful Return to our merciful Creator, 
who hath taught us more than the Beajls of 
the Earthy and made us wifer than the Fowls 
of the Heaven ? Had God been pleafed to 
make us the vileft Reptiles, he had done 
us no Injuftice ; but of his Goodnefs he 
made us Men, and beftowed upon us Wif- 
dom and Knowledge ; a Knowledge the 
moft beneficial to Man, the Knowledge of 
God himfelf. Thefe great Bleffings Man 
maketh a bad Ufe of. His Wifdom is em- 
ployed in a vain Purfuit after this World's 
Goods ; and his Knowledge of his Maker 
he throweth afide, that he may wallow in 
fenfual Delights. And all this happeneth 

not 
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not for Want of knowing better, but for 
Want of Confideration. God hath taken 
fufficient Care that all Men fhould be in- 
ftrudled what his Will is ; and indeed, wc 
are very well informed what is our Duty i 
but we will not give ourfelves the Trouble 
to rcfledl upon it. The Man who drinketh 
away his Reafon, knpweth that he is guilty 
of a great Offence ; yet for Want of Csn^ 
fideraiiofiy he runneth again into the fame 
Excefs of Bejliality. The prophane Swearer 
is certain that God will not hold bim guilt lefsi 
and yet he ftill perfifteth in this evil Habit 
of Swearing, becaufe he will not confider^ 
And the Adulterer and Fornicator, although 
they are well aware, that fuch Jhall not in-- 
herit the Kingdom of Heaven ; yet becaufe 
they will not ponder thefe Things in their 
Hearts, immerfe themfelves in Senfuality 
and Lewdnefs. We adt as though we were 
refolved not to confider our Ways^ until it 
pleafeth God to punifh us for our Sins, 
Then when Afflidlions prefs hard upon us, 
we begin to fee and bewail our Folly, 
Surely %ve have followed after Vanity and 

filkd 
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Jitled our Belly with the EaJl-JVind. Whdt 
good have all the Pleafiires df this World 
brought H5y if they muft be fucceeded* by 
eternal Damnation ? Fools that we were> 
hot to perceive that vve were throwing 
our Souls away, whilft we were pUrfuing 
Vain' Delights, which yielded us no Sdtif- 
fadtion in the Enjoyment ; and which no\^ 
fill us with bitter Refletftions, and infuffer- 
able Upbraidings. For what worthleft 
Trifles have we loft our Innocence, and laid 
ourfelves open to the Wrath and Anger of 
Almighty God ? Are thefe the mighty 
Pleafutes which the Devil promifed, when 
tve engaged in his Service? Alas! we 
have reaped Nothing from his Service but 
Mifery pnd Torment^ and without Mercy 
are inevitably undone. But with what 
Face can we return to our offended God ? 
Or how can we hope to be accepted, wheii 
we have fpent fo much of our Time iii 
the Service of his Enemy ? What ReafoA 
have we to expedt fo great a Favour at his 
Hands ? We have doiibtlefs deferved to 
feel the utmoft Expreffions of his Venge- 

P ance ; 
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ance; neither can wc accufe God of In^ 
juftice or Severity ; for wc have called down 
Deftru(flion upon our own Heads, Thefe 
arc the firft Workings of our Minds upon 
Convidion. Such Thoughts fill us with 
Horror. The Profpedt before us is cxn 
tremely dreadful, and we have jufl Caufe to 
fear that eternal Torment muft be our Por-^ 
tion* But then the Grace of Gad working 
in us, we begin to fay. Surely, t6ere it 
Mercy with God i furely, he will not dejiroy 
for ever the Work of his own Handss 
Though wc have hitherto refufed to anfwer 
when he called^ who can tell but he msiy yet 
receive us, if we turn to him with all our 
Hearty and with all our Soul? Surely, 
the Day of Salvation is not already paji^ nor 
the Night come when no Man can work^ 
Though we have been difobedient and re* 
bellious, may not we hope to gain fomc 
Share of his Favour, if not fo great a De- 
gree of it, as his beloved Sons enjoy, yet as 
much as may ferve to ward off eyerlafting 
Dwftruftion ? However, we can but try 5 
if we continue as we are, we certainly pe+ 

rifh; 
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Tifh ; and if God rejedt us, we can but 
perifli ; but if we Tuccecd, we are immor- 
tally happy. Siich are the good EfFedts of 
Confideratton ; it bringeth us to a ferious 
Examination of our paft Lives ; fetteth be* 
fore us the Abfufdity of our Cohdiift, and 
by Degrees^ irtduceth a firm Refolution of 
Amendment. And indeed, if Confideratton 
doth not prevail upon us to break off our 
League with Sinj and to reform our Ways, 
it vvill prove of no Advantage. To fee out 
Faults, and continue in them, is the Height 
of Folly. But this is almoft impoflible^ 
When Confideratton bfegirineth to take Place, 
Sin cannot remain long. If we fearch, and 
try, and exaniine our Ways, it will not be 
long before we fhall turn to the Lord out 
God. I called mine own Ways to Remem-- 
hrance^ and turned my Feet unto thy TCefiU 
monies ; / made Hajle^ and delayed not to 
keep thy Commandments^ faith the Royal 
Pfalmijl. When he looked into himfelf, 
he faw his Folly, and bewailed his Forget* 
fulnefs of God, and his Laws; this made 

P 2 him 
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him refolvc to forfake his evil Ways, and 
lead a devout and holy Life. And^ indeed, 
v^rhen we confider^ that the Ways of Virtue 
afe Ways of Pleafantnefs^ and the End of 
(hem immortal Life and Glory % and that 
the Fatbs of Wickednefs are befct with 
Briars and Thorns^ and lead to certain and 
endlefs Perdition ; we may fairly conclude, 
ihat Men would not purfue Iniquity with 
fo much Vehemence, would they but flop 
4n their Career, and conjider the Confe- 
quences of their Aftions. VirtuCt we arc 
fure, hath very ppwerful Attradtions; but 
then they are not Matter of Senfe. The 
Benefits of it are diftant ; Peace and Con- 
tent are its Companions indeed here, but 
the great Rewards of it are in the World to 
come. If, therefore, we will meditate upon 
thefe Things, and bring them to a nearer 
View by Contemplation, the Scale oJVir- 
tue mufl turn the Balance ^ and ^in will be 
found wanting. 

Upon the whole then, we fee the Neceffity 
of Confideration ; how needful it 15 to look 

2 into 
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into our own Breafls, and to afk ourfelves 
what we are doing ; whether we are in tht 
big A IVay to Heaven^ or wandering to the 
Pit of DeJlru5fion. If we will not confidtr 

» 

now, the melancholy Hour will come, when 
Confideration will be ourPunifhment; when 
we (hall ruminate upon our Folly, and 
curfe your Fool-hatdinefs, when it will be 
too late. 

hct us then he wife unto Salvation. Let 
the Wicked forfake his Ways^ and the unrighte- 
ous Man his Thoughts^ and let them return 
unto the Lord^ and he will have Mercy upon 
them, and unto our God, and be will abund^ 
antly pardon. The merciful Lord hath For-^ 
givenefs in Store, if we feek it unfeignedly. 
jijky andyejhall have i feek, and ye fhall find. 
God will not rejeSi them that come to him. 
Me will in no wife cajl them out. Let us 
theny^^i^ the Lord, whiljl he may be found i 
let us call upon him while he is nigh ; and 
let us fay. Spare thy People, Lord, who 
are vile Earth and miferable Sinners I andyS 
turn thine Anger from us, who meekly ac-^ 

P 3 knowledge 
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knowledge our Vilenefs^ and truly repent us e^f 
our Faults ; and Jo make Hajle to fave us^ 
that we fail not to attain thine heavenly 
Kingdom through Jefus Chrifi our Lord. 
To whom with Thee, and the Holy Ghojl^ 
be all Honour an4 Glory, Wo^ld without 
End. Am^rx. 
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LuKj: XV. 18, 19, and Part of y, 20. 

I WILL ARISE, AND GO TO MY FATiHER^ 
AND WILL SAY UNTO HIM, FATHER, I 
HAVE SINNED AGAJNST HEAVEN, AND 
BEFORE THEE, AND AM NO MORE 
WORTHY TO BE CALLED THY SON; 
MAKE ME AS ONE OF THY HIRED SER* 
TANTS. AND HE AROSE, AND CAME 
TO HIS FATHER. 

T N a foregoing Difcourfe upon Part of 
this beautiful Parable^ I laid before you 
the Neceflity of Confideration \ how needful 
it is for us often to look into ourfelves, 
and examine, whether we are in the tf^ay of 
Lifcp or wandering to the Pit of DeftruSlton. 
Jt is oyr Dpty to fe^rch ^nd try the State 

P 4 and 
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and Condition of our Souls ; that we may 
be able to difcover how deceitful and per- 
nicious the Pleafures of this World are^ 
and how fatal to our eternal Welfare, But 
we muft remembsr, that however beneficial 
Confidcration may be, when rightly mad^ 
Ufe of, yet if it doth not produce in us a 
^rm flcfolution of forfaking our evil Ways^ 
and returning to our Obedience, it can be 
of no Advantage ; and we are only mock*!- 
ing God, and deceiving ourfelves. A fud-p 
den AiHi(3;ion may perhaps make U8 opeQ 
our £y^, piay fhew us in fome Meafure 
our Folly and Mifcondudt, and raife in us 
fomc hafty Refolutions of Amendment^ 
But this Convidion weareth off, as foon as 
the Caufe of it is removed, and we tura 
again to thofe Things, which we had once 
pojidemned, as the Dog to his Vomits and as 
fbe Sow that was wajhed^ to her wallowing 
in the Mire. Thus, when War and Famine 
(the Puniihmpnts of God for the Sins of a 
Nation) came upon God's chofen People, 
they proclaimed Fafts, and put on Sack-r 
tclpth; but whep hi? M^rcy had faved 

them 
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them from their Enemies, and given them 
Plenty of all Things, they then again 

turned rebellious and difobedient, I need 

I* 

not obferve to you the Abfurdity pf this 
Conduft. Every Man's Reafon will tell 
him, that Fafting and Sackcloth, without 
true Repentance, is only a folemn Mockery 
of God. But however ready we may be to 
condemn this Way of Proceeding, do not 
too many of us a£t in the fame Manner ? 
When we li^ upon a Bed of Sicknefs, how 
often do we importune Almighty God^ 
with folemn Vows and Promifes of future 
Amendment, would he reftore us to our ^ 
former Health and Vigour ? Then all our 
Sins ftare us in the -Face; eternal Damna^ 
(ion feem^th extremely dreadful; and we 
tremble at the Thoughts of it. But no 
fooner do we apprehend the Danger to be 
paft, and perceive our Health and Strength 
returning,, but our Vows aro^ loft in Air# 
^\l our pretended Goodnefs vani(heth like 
^ Cloud, and as the ear fy Dew, tbat pajfetb 
away. The Prodigal in my Text aded a 
wifer Part, He h^ IcftJhis Father's Roufi 

to 
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to follow his vicious Inclinations ; and iii 
the Purfuit and Indulgence of them, bad 
Hvajied all bis Suhjiance. Riotous Living had 
foon confumed all that Fortune which he 
had received from his indulgent Father; 
and he was reduced to the moft abjedk 
State of Penury, So that he, who before 
had lived in the utmoft Luxury and Extra- 
vagance, and knew no PleaAire but in grati- 
fying his Appetite, was now compelled to 
feed Swine. He, whofe luxurious Palate 
the choiceft Delicacies, and moft coftly 
Viands could hardly content, would now 
have been glad to have fed upon Hnjks^ and 
yet, to add to his Mifery, no Man gave unto 
him. Thcfe fore Reflexions brought him 
to himfelf. He then perceived, that the 
only Thing left for him to do, was, if pof- 
fible, to regain his Father's Love ; at lea ft fo 
much of it, as might ferve to keep him 
from Starving. He refolved, therefore, tOi 
go to his Father^ and in the moft humble 
Manner, entreat his Forgivenefs ; freely 
confefs his Folly ; and acknowledge how 
unworthy he was to he ow^ned as a Son. And 

thig 
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this Refolution he put in Pra£lice. I will 
arife and go to my Father^ and will fay untif 
htm ; Father^ I have Jinned againjl Heaven^ 
and before thee^ and am no more worthy to be 
called thy Son ; make me as one of thy hired 
Servants, jind he arofe^ and cam? to his 
Father^ 

From the Wordis before us, we may ob^ 
ferve, what Kind of Repentance will be 
available; namely, that which will work 
in our Lives a real Reformation. And 
this is the more needful to be taken Notice 
of, becaufe the greateft Part of our Peni- 
tential Refolves fall off, before we can put 
them in Praftice. TCbere is a Law in our 
Members warring againji the Law of our 
Minds y and endeavouring to bring us into. 
Captivity to the Law of Sin. This Law in 
our Members is aided by powerful Temp- 
tations from the Devil, that implacable 
Enemy of our Happinefs. It requireth, 
therefore, a firm and well-grounded Refo- 
lution to overcome our Lufts, and to with- 
fland thefe Temptations, that we may con-, 
tinue true in our Allegiance to our Lord 

and 
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SMid Matter* If our Rcfolution be weak and 
wavering, the Power of ftrong Temptations 
will overcome it. Our old Lufls will re- 
quire much Trouble to mortify and fubdue; 
and our old Friends in Vice will be dif- 
obliged, when we attempt to leave them; 
and will laugh at us as a Set of timorous 
Foolst And until we can bear the ScoiFs 
and Jefts of fuch Men, Repentance will fit 
verjr uneafy. Ra(h and hafty Refolves will 
vanifli at the Approach of Hafdfhrps. Be-- 
fere we undertake to builds we ought ^/y? i$ 
fit dowfiy and count the Cojl 5 leji after wi 
have begun, and are not able tofinijh^ all that 
behold itjhould laugh at us. 

Let us then examine, and fee what Kind 
of Rcfolution will prevail upon us to lead 
new Lives. 

In t\itfirjl Place y this Rcfolution muft 
be taken up upon due Forefight and Con-* 
Jideration. We muft weigh and examine 
the Pleafures and Advantages which we 
propofe to reap from the Praftice of Sinj 
and the Hardfhips we may meet with in the 
Purfuits of Virtue; and when we have 

balanced 
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balanced our Hopes with our Fears, and 
compared what may happen hereafter, with 
what we may expeft to enjoy at theprefent, 
we ihall be the better cnabkd to fix our 
Refolution. When we have provoked God 
to afflidl us for our evil Deeds, and the Se- 
verity of his Puni(hments hath awakened 
our Confcience, we prefently conclude, that 
we will hereafter pleafe him, by walking in 
Newnefs of Life. But we do not confider 
what that Life is in which we rcfolvc to 
walk ; nor what Pains it will coft us ; and 
fo when we find it not fo eafy as we at firfl 
apprehended, we again draw back unto Per-- 
dition. It is not fufHciont to refolve in ge- 
neral to be good; but we mnil examine 
into every ieparate Part of our Duty. Our 
Duty to God, our Neighbour, and our- 
felves, is of very large Extent. And if, 
upon due Examination, we find ourfelves 
willing and defirous to fulfil all thefe.Obli- 
gations, we may then expe£l fome good 
EfFeft from our Refolution ; and fhall have 
lefs Caufe to apprehend an Alteration after- 
wards. Having gone thus far, we mud 

fee . 
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fee why we refolve to lead a new Lifej 
and muft fet before u$, what may difcou- 
rage us from itj and what may excite Us 
to it, I have already taken Notice how 
hard it is to engage in a virtuous Cburfc; 
when we have fpent a great Part of our 
Time in Wicfcednefs ; and fhall not again 
repeat it; But I fhall beg Leave to lay be- 
fore you, the Helps and Encouragements 
to Virtue, — When we refolve to quit the 
Service of Sin and the Devil^ and enter 
upon a different Gourfc of Life i to obferve 
the Commandments of God, and to walk 
in his Ways i we may mitigate the Hard- 
fhips, and fweeten the Toil and Labour, by 
remembering, that what we do is for the 
Sake of One, who hath fuffered infinitely 
more for us. When we call to Mind the 
manifold Afflidlions which our dear Re- 
deemer underwent, to refcue us from eter- 
nal Death, and make us happy; we fhall 
not think any Thing too hard to undertake 
in Return for fo much Love and Good- 
nefs. And to make our Labour ftill more 
cafy, the Grace of God is always at Hand 

to 
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io affift our honeft Endeavours i and through 
this all-powerful Aid, we fhall be furc to 
conquer. Further, When we refolve to re^ 
form our vicious Habits, and the Trouble! 
of doing fo ftandeth in the Way of our At- 
tempt, we fhould fet before us the Tor^ 
ments of Hell on the one Hand, the juffe 
Deferts of our Wickednefs ; and on the 
other^ the eternal Joys of Heaven, the certaia 
Reward of our Repentance. Sin, we know/ 
is the Parent of Shame and Difgrace, of 
Sorrow and Anguifh here, and leadeth to. 
eternal Condemnation. But Peace and 
Content are the Reeompence of Virtue 
here j and the End is rmmortal Life and 
Glory. If we conjider thefe Things, the 
Temptations of this World will not be able 
to prevail over us, but we fhall perfevere 
in our good Refolutions. 

Secondly* When we refolve to abandon 
our evil Ways, we muft make no Referve 
JFor any one favourite Vice. We muft take 
in the whole Compafs of our Duty; and 
' give the Lord our whole Heart. When we 
are tired of fome of our Sins, or of a Mul- 
3 titudc 
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titude of them, we may perhaps be willing 
to forfake them ; but fome one Vice which 
may affeft our Profit, or our Pleafurc, may 
ftick fo clofe to us^ that we may be unwil^ 
ling to part with it ; and like old Friends, 
may weep at our Separation. But the for-* 
faking of this is that very Teftof our Obe* 
dience, which God requireth. To abftain 
from thofe Sins which we have no Appe- 
tite to, is np Proof of our Virtue. But 
the cutting off a right Hand^ or plucking out 
a right Eye ; the forfaking our beloved and 
darling Lufts, is a perfcdl Manifeftation 
that we dcfire to ferve and pleafc our Crea- 
tor. We muft not halt between two Opinions. 
Irrefolution will deflroy all our good Pur- 
pofes. My Son, give me thine Heart ; not a 
Part of it, but the whole. And again. 
Thou Jha/t love the Lord thy God ivith all 
thine Hearty and with all thy Soul. It is 
in vain to think of ferving God by Halves. 
To be almojl a Chrijiian is doing nothing. 
A very fliort Survey of the great Rewards 
of Chriftianity, would make any Man en- 
quire with fome Eagernefs, U^hat Jhall I do 

to 



to inherit eternal Life f A Man tnuft hate 
himfelf indeed, who doth not wifh to be 
happy J but Wiihes and Deiires alone will 
not do the Buiinefs. ^o make ourielves 
worthy Partakers of aa happy Immortality^ 
our Refolution to lead a new Life^ muft be 
full and perfed^ and without any Referve j 
and every one of us fbould fay, beboldy I come 
to do thy WilU O my God4 

Laftly. When we have compared the 
Difierence betwixt Vice and Virtue, and fcca 
how agreeable the one is to our Natures^ 
and how beneficial to our prefent Peace and 
future Welfare j and how dcteftable the 
other, and how productive of Mifery and 
Tormem} we fliall doubtlefs refolve td 
avoid Wickedncfs, and embrace Virtue* 
But then we muft put this Refolution in 
PrisiSice without more Delay, We muft 
not put off our Repentance and Reformat- 
tion to a more convenient Seafon ; nor con- 
clude to fet about it, when Sicknefs, or old 
Age overtake us. Such Times as thefe may 
be that Night in which none can work. Our 
Life is but a Vitpour^ which foonpajfetb away. 

Q^ No 
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No Man can be furc that he (hall live one 
Hour longer. God may require our Souls of us 
ibis very Nighty without granting us a ihort 
Space for Repentance. How many arc 
hurried away in the Midft of their Sins to 
the dread Tribunal of Heaven ? Have not 
we feen fearful Examples of this fudden 
Vengeance ? The Drunkard taken off in 
the Midft of his Cups; the prophanc 
Swearer whilft he was curfing and blaf- 
phcming > the unjuft Dealer whilft he was 
laying Schemes to cheat his unwary Neigh- 
bour; whilft the Devil was contriving to 
cheat him of his Soul. Should not the 
Folly and Deftruftion of thefe Men prove 
a Warning to us, not to put off our Refor- 
mation by fruitlefs Delays ? What Reafon 
can be given for this abfurd Conduft, but 
that we love the World too much, and God 
and our own Souls not enough ? But re- 
member, that God by me^ warneth you 
once more to fee from the IVrath to come ; 
to repent ^ and to bring forth Fruits meet, for 
Repentance. That to all his other Goodnefs 
he hath added this one Mercy more, the 

2 prcfcnt 
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{)fcferit Opportunity of working out yoiir 
own Salvation. Do not then negledt to lay 
hold of it ; it may perhaps be the lad that 
God may ifFord you ; your evcrlafting Well- 
being may depend upon it. Why will ye 
fport with Death, and play with eternal 
Condemnation ? God is pleafed once more 
to call upon you, to Jave your Souls alive. 
Why will ye refufe him ? What are all 
the gay Things of this World, for the Sake 
of which you run the Hazard of lojing your 
Souls ? At the beft, they are but Vanity ; 
and though they may pleafe our Paffions, 
they never fatisfy our Minds^ They fliew, 
indeed, an agreeable Outfide, but that is 
only a Cover for their inward Deformity. 
With thefe, the Devil tempted our Saviour, 
htjhewed him all the Kingdoms of the Worlds 
and the Glories of them ^ but he never (hewed 
him the Folly, and Vanity, and Mifery of 
them. But fuppofe this World was made 
up of Pleafures and Delights ; what Reafon 
have we to* be fo very fond of them ? We 
know that they are fhort-livcd and perifli- 
ingi they arc Pleafures of a Moment. And 
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did they leave no Sting behind, the Shorts 
nefs of their Duration mud give U8 Fain« 
But {hould they laft as long as ourfelves, we 
muft foon leave them. A very (hort Space 
of Time virill put an End to them and our 
Lives together. But then the worft of it 
is, if v(re continue in them until Death over-*- 
take US9 vrc are inevitably undone. It is 
therefore, high Time for us to awake and 
look about us ; for behold now is the accepted 
7ime I behold f no%v is the Day of Salvation. 
A Change from a Courfe of Wickednefs to 
a Life of Virtue, rcquireth much Time and 
Labour. Great is the Work we have to do, 
and fliort may be the Time we have to do 
it in. Every Man, therefore, who hath any 
Concern for his Soul, and knoweth the 
Worth of it, will think that he hath trifled 
too long already; and that to dally with 
Damnation is the Height of Folly. He 
will fay, I have wafted too much of my 
Time in the Service of Sin, whofe Ways I 
now find tend only to Death. / have erred 
from the Way of Truths and wearied myfelf 
in the Way of Wickednefs and DeJiruHittn i 

I but 
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Sat as for the Way of the Lord^ I have not 
kn$wn it. IV bat now have all tbefe Things 
profited me ? Or what Good have all tbi 
Pleafures of thif vain World brought me f 
For tbcm I have loft my Innocence and 
Virtue j^ and (without Repentance) have 
forfeited my Title to Heaven. The De- 
lights of this Life have hitherto deceived 
me I and the longer I continue in them, 
the inore Pains it will coft to free myfelf 
fron^ then). And perhaps^ whilft I am de-.* 
layings the iatal Blow may be given^ and I 
||e called away to give an Account of my 
f^ft wicked Life ; and then my Abode muft 
he with the damned Spirits in Hell. / 
will therefore arife^ and ga to my Father. 
The Allurements of Sin ihall no more pre^ 
vail over me. 1 will now throw myfelf 
before the Throne of Grace ^ there^ in the 
hmnfaleft Manner, confefs and bewail all 
ray Sins, wherewith I have fo often pro- 
voked my Lord to Anger. Although I 
hav« not performed the J^uty of a Son^ yet 
doubtlefs God is our Father^ and bis Com^ 
^affhns fail not. As his j^^rcy is ovtr all his 
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Works ; fo that Mercy will likcwifc be cxw 
tended to me, if I feck it with an unfeigned 
HeaFt. He hath promifed that he will 
tiever leave us, nor forfake us i but will be a 
Defence and Refuge to all them that put their 
Truji in him. I will not, therefore, diftruft 
the Mercy of God ; for he is gracious and mer^ 
cful^ long-fuffering^ and of great Kindnefs^ and 
forgiveth Iniquity ^ and Tranfgreffion^ and Sin. 
Seeing then, that the Mercies of God are 
thus great, let us take to ourfelves, thcfe 
Words, and fay. Enter not into yudgment 
with thy Servant, O Lord, for in thy SJgbt 
fhall no Flejh be jujlifed. IVafh us from our 
Iniquities^ and cleanfe us from our Sins 5 for 
%ve acknowledge our Faults and our Sins are 
ever before thee. Create in us a clean Heart 
and renew a right Spirit within us. Caft us 
not away from thy Prefence, and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from us. O give us the Comfort 
of thy Help again^ and efiablijh us with thy 
free Spirit. The Sacrifice of Ood is a broken 
Spirit ; a broken and contrite Hearty O God, 
thou will not defpife. Accept thy Servants, 
who turn to thee with 0II their Heart f. O be 
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merciful unto us according to thy U^ord. Re- 
' member not the Sins and Offences of our Toutb ; 
but according to thy Mercy ^ think upon us^ O 
Lord, for thy Goodnefs I Deliver us from 
Death, that eternal Death, which we have 
juftly deferved. Let the Blood of that im- 
maculate Lamb, that was flain to take away 
the Sins of the World, wafli away all the 
Guilt which we have contracted in this 
miferable and naughty World ; that fo at 
the laft and great Day, when all Mankind 
(hall appear before thee, to receive the 
Sentence of Life or Death eternal, our Souls 
may be received into thine everlafting King^ 
dom. Of which happy Place, that we may 
all be Partakers, God of his Mercy grant, 
through Chrift Jefus our Lord y to whom 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoft, be all 
Honour and Glory, World without End* 
Amen, 



Qjj. SERMON 



SERMON XIV^ 



THE PROD r G A I» SON. 



LUK£ XV. 1^9 I9« 

J WILL ARISfi, AND GO TO MY PATHElt, 
AND WILL SAY UNTO HIM, FATHER, J 
HAVE SINN£D AGAINST H£AV£N, AND 
BEFOltB THI^E, AND AM NO MOSS 
WORTHY TO BE CALLED THY SON ;^ 
MAKE >iE Af ONE OF THY KIRED SER^ 
ITANT^ 

WE have hitherto conducted the Sinner 
from the firft Convi<9:ion of his Folly 
to his final Determination; have (hewed 
him the Vanity and Danger of continuing 
in Sin, have brought him to a firm Refolu« 
tion of forfaking hi» evil Ways, and fixed 
him imtaCkual Repentance. Let us now coi^-- 
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iidcr the Neceffity of Repentance^ and the 
feveral Parts of it, as branched out in this 
Parable. 

Every Sin is a T'ranfgreffibn of the Law 
of God J and the Penalty denounced againft 
every Tranfgreflion, is eternal Death. All 
Men '**are Shiners ; and all come fhort 
of Perfection; and unlefs God had pro- 
mifed of his Mercy to pardon and receive 
thofe who come to him by true Repentance^ 
no Flcfti could be faved. Our Natures are 
fo corrupted and depraved^ that in many 
Things we offend all. Sin is become, as it 
were/ habitual to us. Our Inclinations to 
it arc fo ftrong and violent, that we are 
often < hurried into the Coimmiffion of it 
almoft againft our own Confent ; and were 
we to receive the due Reward of our De- 
merits, we fliould be thruft down to end-^ 
Icfs Perdition. But as is the Jujlice ofGod^ 
fo is hfs Mercy ; and as the one is difplayed 
in the Punifhment of hardened Offenders, 
fo the other is magnified ii/the Forgivenefs 
and Acceptance of repenting Sinners. God 
out of -Pity to his Creatures (though, by 
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Nature, the Children of Wrath) hath given, 
us his Word^ that he will again receive usi 
if we turn to him with a pure heart, and 
by unfeigned Repentance. ' This Proniife 
God hath been pleafed to confirni by ftnd^ 
ing his only-begotten Son into the Worlds 
The Defign of whofe Coming, was to turn 
Mm Jrom Darkne/s to Lights and from thi 
Power of Satan unfo God, that we might 
again receive the Adoption of Sqns. He 
preached Repentance and Forgwenefs of Sins » 
And that Repentance might be available to 
Salvation, he Jhed his precious Blood. So 
that by his meritorous Sufferings and 
Death, we are reconciled to God. But for 
whom did our Saviour offer up himfelf a 
Sacrifice ? Not for them who go ftill on 
in their Wickednefs ; but for them, who in 
a due Senfe of their own Unworthineft; 
and a full Con vi€tion of their. FaultSj; 
humble themfelves in .the Sight o£ God j 
confefs their Sins, and fue for Pardon-. Tfeft 
Merits ofCbriJi will not b? extepdpd ^to m^- 
repenting Sinners. They forfeit all Rigf;^^ 
^nd Title to (hem ; and have noticing to 
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cxpedl h\xt fiery Indignation. Wc fee then 
the Ncceflity of Repentance. Doubtlefs 
then» it is every Man's Duty to confult his 
OWA $afety» by purfuing thofe Methods 
Go(ihath prcfcribed« And fince God hath 
dtclared that be will not accept u^ without 
Repentance f if we have any Concern for our 
Souls, which (if we fail in thi« Point) muft 
bcf eternally miferable; miferable beyond 
Thought^ and beyond all Poffibility of Rc^ 
demption; we ihould endeavour to atone 
for our Sins by walking in Newneil of 
Life, and th&t without Delay, left a mdre 
eosivenient Seafon (hould be denied lis,. and 
we be (hut oat for ever froofi that ha|:^y 
* Place, which God hath provided as the 
Reward of our fincere Repentance. 

We who are enlightened by the glorious 
Gofpel of the Son of God, arc udder the 
bigbefi Obligation to walk worthy of it. 
I'he ^imes of Ignorance God winked ai^ He 
Aid not exa<a fo fevcre a Dicifpline of them 
who had not fueh great Lights to walk by 5 
bm now he bath commanded all Men e^ery 
^teihet$ tcf Repent. Becaiife God hath font 
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his Son to free from the Bondage of Sin 1 
we muft not therefore imagine that we zrt 
left at Liberty to ad; a$ we pleafc. Tjbejt 
that know their Majier^s Will^ and do it nofi, 
Jhall he beaten with many Strip^s^ The Grace 
ofGody which bringeth Salvation, hath ap-* 
feared unto all Men^ teaching us, that denying 
Ungod/ine/s and worldly Lufts, nae Jhould live 
foberly^ righteouffy, and godly. For the Wrath 
XifGod is revealed from Heaven againjl all 
Ungodlinefs, and Unrighteoufnefs of Men^ 
nx>ho hold the Truth in Unrighteoufnefs : 
Againft ail thofe who profefs to believe 
the Gofpcl, but do not condudl their Lives 
according to its Precepts. Now fince the. 
Weafcnefs of our Natures will not per- 
mit us to fulfil perfe&ly all the Commands 
of God ; and fince our corrupt Affedtions 
will make us often trangrefs, it is^ needful 
that Man fhould have fome Means to vc» 
ftore himfelf to the divine Favour. Re^ 
pentance will effcfl: this good Work. Upon 
the Performance of this Condition God will 
again accept us^ though we have rebelled 
^gainft him, and by this we (hall be faved 
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froth Wrath through the Merits and Me-» 
diation of Chrift our Lord. We need not 
therefore qiicftion^ whether there be any 
Occafion for Repentance (as fome wickedly 
affirm) faying, that God feeth no Faults in 
his Ele&, and therefore, they need not be 
under any Concern in whit Manner they 
behave themfelves ; for none but they who 
do bis Willf and work rigbteoufnefs^ Jhall be 
accepted of him 4 

Let us now confider the feveral Parts of 
Repentance^ as branched out in this Parable. 

The firft of thefe is ConfeJJion. I tviil 
arife and go to my Father^ and will fay 
unto hiniy Father ^ I have finned againji 
Heaven^ and before thee. We muft take 
unto ourfelvcs the Shame of our evil 
Deeds, and with humble and contrite Hearts 
acknowledge our Offences, if we hope 
to receive a Pardon for them. The Rea- 
fon of this will appear, when we con* 
fider, that Sin is a grievous Affront to the 
glorious Attributes of God ; to which we 
have no Way of making Reparation, but 
by ConfeJJion. God, we know, is moft 

holy 



holy and pure. He cannot do any Evil, 
neither can he permit it in others. j4s 6e is 
Aofyj Jo be hath commanded us to^ be holy. 
We are bound, as far as the Frailty of our 
Nature will allow, to imitate our Maker. 
But Sin maketh us mod unlike him ; 
and though we were made after the Image 
and Likenefs of God, Sin defaceth that 
Image, and putteth on us the Likenefs of 
the Devil . God is of purer Eyes than to be^ 
hold Iniqiiity ', and, therefore, muft be of-- 
fended, when we wallow in Vice, and 
draiv Iniquity with Cords of Vanity. Con^ 
fejjion^ in fome Meafure, taketh off the Af- 
front. When we acknowledge our Folly 
and Impurity, and bewail our departing 
from his righteous Commands^ we do Juf-^ 
tice to his Holinefs. 

Again : God is the Lord of the whole 
World. He hath Power to make Laws^ 
and inflidl what Punishment he pleafeth 
upon fuch as tranfgrefs them. That he 
hath made known his Will to Mankind, we 
are certain. The Obfervance of it he 
will crown with cverlafting Happinefs 5 

and 
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and recompence the Negled of it with 
eternal Torments. But by Sint this Au* 
thority of Go4 is taHed in Quefticn^ or 
rather is denied. The Sinner may be faid 
to look upon himfelf as his own Mailer f 
that no one hath a Right to controul him, 
nor call him to an Account for his Adions» 
proudly afking with Pbaroab^ who U thi 
Lord f And plainly declaring by his Ac- 
tions, that be will not have him to reign over 
bim. But when with Shame and Confufion 
tfFace we return to our Duty, though we 
cannot recal our paft Anions, and live them 
over again, yet, by this open Acknowledge 
ment of his Authority, we in feme Degree, 
atone for our Folly; and God hath pro* 
mifcd that he will accept the Atonement. 

Again : When God created Man, he fet 
before him Life and Death, Bleffing, and 
Curfing; and withal gave him Power to 
choofe the Good, and refiife the Evil. 
This Power Man (hamefuUy abufed. By 
falling into Sin^ we arraign the Wifdom 
of God, in not beftowing upon us fuch 
Powers and Faculties as might enable us 

to 
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to fefifl: Temptation; But when God /aw 
every Thing which he bad made^ behold it was 
'Very good;. And was Man, for whofe Ufa 
and Service this lower World was chiefly 
intended^ waS he alone deficient ? No, the 
Fault is in ourfelves. We will not choofe 
Life ; the Ways of Death are more pleafing 
to us ; and yet at the fame Time, we ac- 
cufe God^ as not forefeeihg what Liberty 
was fit for Man, or not affording him fuf- 
ficient Armour to withftand in the Time of 
Trial* But when we take to ourfelves the 
Difgrace of our ty\\ Deeds, and eonfefs 
how foolilhly we have departed from God's 
righteous Laws, we juftify the Wifdom of 
God, acknowledging that be made Man up^ 
right i but we have /ought out many Invent 
tions. 

Again : God is not only infinite in Power 
and Wifdom, but alfo in Knowledge. The 
Eyes 0/ the Lord run to and/ro through the 
whole Earth $ and he ponder eth all the IV ay 5 
of the Sons of Men. He is about out Bed^ 
and about our Pathi and fpieih out all cur 
Ways. Tet the Wicked fay, tufh^ God doth 
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not perceive ; is there Knowledge in the Mojt 
High ? Thfey feem to fear Man more than, 
their Maker ; and if they can but hide their 
Adtions from Creatures like themfclvcs^ 
they regard not the all-feeing Eye of God* 
The Adulterer waiteth for the Twilight^ and 
faith ^ no E^e Jhall fee me. They that are 
drunken, are drunken in the flight. The 
"Xhiefalfo lurketb in Darknefs to break through 
Houfes^ which they had marked for sBjem/ehes. 
in the Day Time ; they know not the highi^ 
The Morning is to them even as the Shadow 
of Death ; if one know them, they are in the 
Terrors of the Shadow of Death. But in- 
deed, we are fallen upon fuch evil Days^ 
that the Shame which ought to attend upon 
Wickednefs, feemeth to be pretty mucb 
thrown afide. Let Virtue be flhame-faced, 
and Sobriety afraid toibcw its Head. Lewd- 
nefs and Debauchery are become glorious 
Adtions, and patronized by the Great and 
Noble. They on whom God hath be-^ 
flowed the greateft Share of the good Things 
of this World, turn Rebels, and repay his 
Bounty with Ingratitude^ and they who 
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•arc daily fed at his Table, lift up their 
Heel againft him; How hngy ye Jim pie 
onesy will ye love Simplicity ; and Scorners de^ 
light in their Scorning i and Fools hat^ 
Knowledge? He that made the Kye^ JbaU 
be not fee ? Or he that formed the Ear^ 
jhall he not hear f Or he that teacheth Man 
Knowledge^ if he abufe that Knowledge, 
Jhatl not he punijh ? But when we confefs 
wr Sins^ and acknowledge our Vilertefs, wc 
give Glory to God* We honour this di- 
vine Pcrfedlion^ his Omniprefence, by de- 
iclaring that no fecret Thing is hidden 
from him ; but that all Things are naked 
nnd open to the Eyes of him with whom we 
have to dok 

Ifaid^ I will confefs my Sin unto the Lord^ 
iand fg thou forgavefi the Wickednefs of my 
Sin^ fays the Royal Pfalmijl. This is the 
moft erfedual Method we can take to fe- 
cure to ourfelves a Pardon of our Offences. 
iThis appeafeth the Wrath of God, And 
when wc have provoked him to make bare 
his right Handy an humble Confefjion of our 
Faults will difarm him of his Vengeance. 
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He pardoneth and abfolveth all them that truly 
repent ; and Jparetb all thofe^ who confefs 
their Sins unto him. 

A fecond Thing worthy our Notice, is, 
that Abhorrence and Deteftation of himfelf 
which the Sinner exprefleth, when he be- 
ginneth to call his Ways to Remembrance; lam 
no more worthy to be called thy Son. The 
Negledt of his Duty, fiUeth him with the 
utmoft Regret. When he looketh into 
himfelf, and examineth his paft wicked 
Life, he confefleth that to him belong Shame 
and Confufion of Face. He is not worthy of 
the leaji of God* s Mercies. He hath been fo 
rebellious and difobedient, that he cannbt 
with any Reafon expeft to be received as a 
Son. He condemneth his Folly and In- 
gratitude in tranfgrefling the Commands of 
fo good and fo merciful a Father. There- 
fore, doth he abhor himfelf and repent in 
Dujl and Jfjes. But although he darcth 
not look up to Heaven with the Confidence 
of a Soji^ yet, with the devout Publican^ hfc 
Qznjmiie upon his Breaji^ and fay, God, be 
mere fid to me a Sinner. I have fmned\ 
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what Jhall I do unto ihee^ O thou Preferver 
of Men ? I know^ O Lord, that thy Judg-^ 
ments are right ; the Way wherein thou hajl 
commanded me to walk is exceeding righteous 
and true. But I have forfaken the Way of 
Truth, ^Vi^L followed after vain Imaginations^ 
which cannot profit. And although thoU 
haft declared that the Violation: of thy 
Laws fhall be puniihed with eyerlafting 
Dwth, yet have 1 wickedly, departed from 
iby-^ Laws^ and put thy Commandments far 
from Pte^ , Thus doth the Sinner condemn 
himfelfy that he may not be condemned of 
the Lord. And although God . doth not 
take Pleafurc in the piteous Moans of, his 
Creatures, yet do we ivcA^\^-^^f/Qi 
proceeding very available, ^nd) .tbat, bQr 
caufe he hath prefcribed it. Ift^mkle your-^ 
f elves in the Sight ofGpdi ^^^ k^J>fUfift:you 
up^ fays t\xQ Apoftle i^nd our SaviqwttWtth 
us, that the humble Jhall be exalt^d^ ' Let us 
therefore execute an impartial Judgment 
upon Qurfelves for our Sins, that we thereby 
may befpeak the divine Favour, and ef- 
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cape the Sentenpe^of eternal Puniifimenf 

in the great and terrible Day of the Lord. 

Laftly. The humble Requeft which the 

Prodigal Son ofFereth for himfelf is the laft 

Thing to be taken Notice of. Make nu 

4W one of thy hired Servants. He had oon- 

fefied hiTCiitM unworthy to be called bis Son^ 

fy great a iavour he could neither hope for, 

por exped. He would be glad to be %« 

cepted upop much lower Terms. To obey 

his Father, as a Servant^ was as much as'h^ 

could in R^afon hope Ibr; and more be^ 

Ijindw than he de&rved« And if he wQuld 

be plcaffed^' receive him in that Capacily^ 

how gladly would he embrace it. Thui 

when the Sinner is returning to his Duly, 

he dares not afk to be reo^ived as a Son^ 

yet he will venture to fay, Caji me not away 

from thy Prefence, O Lord. Ifthoujhou/defi 

be extrerfieta mark what- is done amifi, who 

may aiid&ii f But there is Mercy with thee. 

I/Ct it b^ magnified, 1 befeech thee, in the 

Forgivenefs and Acceptance of an unduti- 

ful Soni who in a full Convi(^iqn of his 

folly, 
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Folly, and an hearty Abhorrence of himfelf^ 
confefieth his Sin, and fueth for Pardon. I 
am an Objcd of thy Mercy; the greater 
my Sin is, the more will thy. Mercy be 
glorified in my Reception* Behold now, 
J have taken upon me to. /peak unto my Lord, 
who am but Dujl and AJhes. Hear^ I be-^ 
Jtecb tbee^ my Prayer, and let my Cry come 
wdo tbee. ThovS with due Submiffion tp 
the divine Will, doth the Sinner endea* 
VQur to reconcile himfelf to his offended 
God* Thmigh hejlay me^ yet will I put my 
^rf^ m him. He is God, and therefore 
SBlujft be juft ; and if he rcjeift my Petition, 
SAd; caufc me ta poj^ejs my^ former Iniquities, it 
is the Lord; let him do what feemeth him good. 
Thu5 refigning himfelf up to. God's mofl 
holy Will and Pleafure^ hedepeadeth upon 
hi& Mercy and Gqodnefs ; knpwing, \ thai 
whatfbever God dpth, muA be for the bcil-j 

* 

^ni fiifiporting bjmfelf with , the xooaforfc- 
able Affurance, that QodwilL in m wife cafi 
out them, that came, unto him. - 

And here I cannot but obfcuve the great 
Infatuation of Mankind; who, although 
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they arc certain what Weight of Woe and 
Sorrow Sin muft coft, before they can make 
a rufficicnt Atonement here ; and that eternal 
Torment muft be the Reward of it here-, 
after (if unrepented of) will, notwith- 
ftanding, run on in the Paths of Wicked-r 
titfs. Surely, the Concerns of their Souls 
are little thought on, or the Value of them 
not known. Surely, they do not confider» 
the amazing Sufferings which our bleifed 
Lord underwent, when he laid down his 
Life a Ranfom for them* It is Folly 
in the higheft Degree, to doat upon Mifery, 
and fall in Love with Damnation. The 
Pleafures which we propofe to reap from 
the Pradtice of Sin, are fo empty and de-f 
ceitful, that in our cooler and more ferious 
Hours, we confefs the Vanity of them, and 
condemn ourfelves for purfuing them ; and 
yet upon the Approach of the next Temp- 
tation, we follow the Chafe with the fame 
Eagernefs ; not conftdering that we follow 
after Vanity; and that the Attainment 
of our Purfuit is Repentance, pr eternal 
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Let it then be our chief Concern to follow 
lifter thofe Tubings which make for our Peace^ 
Let not Sin reign in our mortal Bodies ^ nei-- . 
ther let us obey it in the Lufis thereof 
Though we have hitherto been the Ser^ 
njantsy or rather the Slaves of Sin ^ let us 
henceforward learn to walk in Newnefi of 
Life *^ that being made free from Sin^ and^be^^ 
come Servants unto God^ we may hav( our 
Fruit uffto Holinefs^ and the End everlajiing 
Ltfei for the Wages of Sin is J)eath^ but the 
Gift of God is eternal Life through Jefus 
Chrijl our Lord. Tq whoroi with the Fa- 
ther, 6cct 
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BUT WHEN HE WAS TET A GREAT WAT 
OFF, HIS FATHER SAW MIM, AND HAO 
COMPASSION, AND RAN, .AND FELLOW 

HIS NECJC; AND KISSED HIM^ 

ON E can never fufficiently adore wid 
magnify the exceeding great Lave and 
Mercy 6f Almighty God, in that he voucb- 
fafeth to receive again into Favour rebel- 
lious Man, if he repenteth him of his 
Folly, and endeavoureth to make Repara* 
lion for his former Wickednefs by Amendf 
meat af Life. Man, formed by God in the 
fitmoil Perfedion the human Nature wa$ 
papahle of receiving, and en(k>wed with 

fuch 
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fuch Powers and Faculties, as if rightly 
made Ufe of, would enable him to gain the 
End be was defigned for, namely, PJcavcn, 
and ifnmortal GHory, turneth Rebel to his 
M^kcr> ^nd by the bafed Ingratitude^ and 
moft unaccountable Folly, calleth down 
tfpon his own Head, eternal Deftrudlion. 
Fond of falfe Pleafures and in Love with 
deceitful I^appineft, he followQth after Va- 
nity, and gaineth Confuficn. That Time, 
vrhofe every Moment is precious, and is 
given for better Purpofes, is employed in a 
vain Purfuit of fenfual Delights, We waU 
low in Fke, we draw Iniquity fvith Cards of 
Vanity^ and Sin^ as it were, with a Cart-rope. 
Yet fo good, fo merciful is our heavenly 
Father, that although for our evil Deeds, we 
worthily deferve to be punijhed, yet he ab^ 
folvetb us from all our Sins, if we turn to him, 
with all our Heart, and with all our SouK 
In the Parable out of which I have taken 
my Text, our Saviour {hadoweth out to U5 
the Difobedience of Sinners, and the Com- 
paflion of Almighty God. Under the Pto^ 
digal Son, is fully reprefented the Folly and 

Madnefs 
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Madnefs of Sinners. He had refolved to 
indulge himfelf in \yhatever his Soul longed 
for. He could not, therefore, endure to 
live under the Infpedtion of a Father^ be-* 
caufe that laid fome Reftraint upon him. 
That he might give Scope to his Paffions, 
he intended to leave his Father s Houfe^ and 
therefore, befought him now in his Life- 
time to give him that Part of his Goods§ 
which (at his Deceafe) would/all unto him. 
In this Requeft his indulgent Father grati- 
£eth him. But no fooner had he gained his 
End, but gathering all his Sub fiance together^ 
he departed into ajlrange Country. Being now 
become his own Mafter, and having his 
Fortune at his own Difpofal^ he gave a 
Loofe to his Paflions ; and his fole Delight 
was to live in Riot and Luxury. Unmind« 
ful of Futurity, and intent only upon prc- 
fent Enjoyment, he confidered not how 
faft his Fortune ebbed. Expcnfive Plea* 
fures foon wafted all his Subftance ; and then 
all the jdifmal Confequenccs of his Folly 
prefented thcmfelves before him. He had 
highly offended a Father ^ who had ufed 

him 
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him with the utmoft Love and TenderneA i 
and therefore^ durll not again appear beford 
him. He therefore iireJ himfelf to fcrve lo 
the meancft Employment, eveii to feed 
Swine. And yet, fo extreme was his Want^ 
that he would gladly have fed with them \ 
but that was denied him. This was a fur-» 
thcr Aggravation of his Mifery, though \t 
proved the Beginning of his Happinefs« 
For, knowing^ that if he remained wherd 
he was, he muft ftarve; And that he could 
wt fuffer worfe j he refolved to go and tryi 
whether he could not by a fair and dped 
Confeffion of his Faults, revive his F^- 
therms Love. In this Hope he fet forward^ 
full of anxious Thoughts, left he {hould 
not be received. But to his unfpeakable Joy 
(and even beyond Expedtation) he meeteth 
with a moft favourable Acceptance* For 
when he was yet a great Way off^ his Father 
Jaw him, and had CompaJJion, and ran, and 
fell on bis Neck, and kijfed him. All 
which Expreffions are made Ufe of, to dc« 
note the utmoft Joy and Gladnefs ; and that 
the Father was as willing to receive the Son 

3 as 
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as the Son Was to return to Jffis Father^ 
And we may obferve further, that when 
the Son^ in the mpft fubmiffivc Manner^ 
confefleth his Folly 5 and how unworthy 
he thought himfelf of fuch undefcrved Fa- 
vours, the Father maketh no Anfwer to his 
Words, but obferving his Behaviour, and 
how truly forry he was for his Fa^ults, he 
commandeth his Servants to ,take from him 
his Slave's Garments ^ to (lothe bim in a Man-* 
ner becoming his Son^ and to provide a 
fplendid Entertainment, Bring forth the 
befi Robe, and put it on him^ and put a Ring 
on his Handy and Shoes on his Feet ; and bring 
hither the fatted Calf and kill it ; and let us 
cat J and be merry. 

In thia Manner do Sinners ungratefully 
repay the Bounties of Heaven. When it 
hath pleafed God to (hower upon them 
Afflucacc and Plenty, inflead of employing 
it to his Honour and Service, they confume 
it upqn their Lufis. By their wicked Lives^ 
they draw as far from God as they poffibly 
can, faying unto the Lord, depart from us ; 
and i»i dejire none of thy Ways. Perhaps, 

fondly 
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fondly pcffuading themfelves that God ^oik 
ilot perceive their Wickednefs ; for behold 
thick Clouds are a Covering to him, that he 
cannot know, and the Lord doth not fee, nei^ 
ther doih the God of Heaven regards O yd 
Unwife amongjt the People, when will ye 
underfiandf No Man can hide himfelf 
frdm God's all-feeing Eye. Though he 
walketh in the Circuit of the Heavens ^ and the 
Inhabitants of the Earth are to him but as 
Grajboppers, yet he feeth through the thick 
Clouds^ and ponder eth all the Ways of the Sons 
of Men^ that he may give to every Man ac^ 
cording to his Work. But although we can-* 
not cfcapc the Notice, lior withdraw our- 
felves from the Prefence of God, yet wc 
Way lofe the Benefit of it, namely, his Fa- 
vour and Protedion. And this is intimated 
by the Prodigal departing from his earthly 
Parent. Whilft he was contented to live 
with his Father, he had ^11 Things pro- 
vided that were needful and convenient; 
but impatient of Reftraiht, and thirfting 
after Liberty, he left his Father ; and then 
Misfortunes prefently overtook him. So 

^ when 
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when the Sinner departeth from Virtue, 
he bringeth upon himfelf a , Multitude of 
Evils ; and Mifery is furo to attend upon 
hitn. We are naturally born to Trouble; how 
much more then may we expedl it, when 
by our wicked Lives we have. loft the Pro- 
teAion of Heaven ? But then thefe AfHic-; 
tions, if we make a right Ufe of them, arc 
attended with this great Advantage, that 
they make ms confider our IVays. The Pro^ 
dtgal had never returned to his Father^ had 
not Poverty and Slavery drove him to it; 
nor perhaps the Sinner to his God, did 
not Afflictions prefs bard upon him, and 
Troubles encompafs him on every Side, 
Then he perceiveth no where, to flee to, 
but to his offended God, whom he hath 
highly provoked, and whofe Vengeance he 
hath juft Caufe to fear. Therefore, doth he 
become his own Accufer, and condemn 
himfelf as unworthy of the Mercy of God^ 
But no fooner do we refolve to ampnd our 
Lives, but the Grace of God is ready to 
aflift us. Whilji he was yet a great Way off^ 
his Father faw him^ and bad Qompajfion^ and 

S ran^ 
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ran^ and fell upon bis Neck. We need nof 
dcfpair of Acceptance, fince God maketh 
us 2 free Offer of his Grace, to enable us 
to perfevere in oar good Refolutions* This 
k. unfpeakable Joy and Comfort to every 
true Fenitent^r and the higheft Encourage- 
ment to our Duty, that God of his own 
Accord, gi?efh us fuch an Afiiflance, as fhal) 
make us overcome whatever may oppoie us. 
By this we &all have Power to withftand 
every Temptation,, to baffle all the Affault^ 
^ our Enemies, and to triuitiph over the 
Worlds the JPkJh^ and the Devil. And as a 
further Mark of our Reconciliation with 
God, we may obferve, that the Father of this 
Penitent not only ran^ and Jell upon his Neck, 
but alfo kijed bim^ The Ktfs is a Token 
of Love, and thereby is declared to us the 
exceeding great Mercy of our Lord God^ 
who of his free Grace, rcmitteth our Sins 
upon finccre Repentance^ fo that they are no 
more remembered againft us. So in the 
Parable before us, the Father doth not fo 
much as mention his Son'^s Folly, but goes 
on to exprefs how greatly he was pleafed 

with 
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Whh his Return J Irring forth the befi Robei 
and put it on bim^ and put a Ring on his 
Handj and Shoes on his Feet j and iring 
hither the fatted Qalf and kill it^ akdlettis 
tat and be merry. By thefe ExpreffionSi; 
Commentators underftand in the firft Place,^ 
a Refloration to our Innocence^ which hf 
Sin we hid forfcitedii ^y returning \to 
our Duty, we put off the ddMan^ which 
is corrupt according to the deceitjui Lu/isi 
and put on the new Man, wbidh afiet God 
is created in Rigbteoufnefs and true Holi^ 
nefs^ By the Ring^ may be uriderftood that 
Honour and Glory which God cOnferreth 
upon penitent Sifinm, in permitting them 
again to be called his ^^s^ Behold, there- 
fore, what • Love the Father hath beftowed 
upon U5> that .we ihould be called the Sons 
of God, Sons by Ad&ption and Grace, Heirs 
ofGrpd, and Joint*^ Heirs with Chriji.^ And 
as amongfl: other Ufes to which the Ring 
vras appHdd, that of Sealing, war one i 
thereby is aptly fignified, the Earneji of the 
Spirit whereby we are fealed unto t^ 23toy ^f 
Redemption^ And by the Shoes on his Feef^ 
tiiey undcrftaiidi tjbat a$ we iuLW hitherto 

S 2 been 
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been the Servants^ or rather the Slaves of 
Sin, wAoff Lufts we have ferved^ and to 
whom we have been in Bondage ; fo now we 
are no longer under the Dominion of Sin, 
but are become the Lord's Freed - Men. 
Therefore, being made Jree from Sin, and 
become Servants unto God, we fhouid ha>^e. 
our Fruit unto HoJinefs, that the End may 6e 
everlajiing Life. If we join all thefe toge- 
ther, our Redemption from Sin, our Refiora^ 
tion to our Innocence, and our Re^admiJJion 
into the Nuoiber of the Sons of God, what 
great Caufe have we to rejoice and be glad, 
and to thank the God and Father of our 
Lordjefus. Chriji, who bath begotten us again 
tofuch a lively Hope f ' . 

But to jprocced : Joy fhull he in Heaven 
ever one Sinner that repent eth, more than over 
ninety and nine ju ft Perfons, who need no Re- 
pentance. God is reprefented as highly 
concerned in the Converfion of a Sinner, as 
extremely anxious for his Welfare, and as 
exhorting and perfuading us to lay hold on 
eternal Life by Repentance. And when we 
do conflder our Ways, and amend our Do- 
ings, he is^ feid'to rejojc? ; and joy is faid to 
• be 
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be in Heaven upon that Account. Bring, 
61 f her the fatted Calf and kill it, an4 let us 
eat, and be merry. 

What the peculiar Pleafures of Heaven 
are, no Man can take upon him to deter«. 
mine. But this we may be certain of, that 
as the Wifdom, Power, and Knowledge of 
God are infinite, fo he can, and hath doubt- 
lefs provided for his beloved Sons fuch in- 
effable Happinefs, as far furpaflcth the ut-. 
moft Stretch of Imagination. That Hea- 
ven is a Place of inexpreflible Delight, is 
evident from, thofc Similitudes, which are. 
made-Uie of in holy Writ, to give us fome 
Rcfemblance or Conception of it. It is 
called Paradifei it is called a Refi. which 
remaineth for^the People of God; it is 
called the new and heavenly "jerufalem ; and 
it is called a City which bath Foundations^ 
whofe Builder and Maker is God. By all 
which Expreffions the Holy Ghoft fha«- 
doweth to human Conception the Beauties 
and Glories of Heaven, that we might fall 
in Love with them, and endeavour to at«« 
tain them. The Pleafures of Heaven aro 
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reprefented as a Feafi, wherein nothing but 
Joy and Delight abound j and here as a 
Fea/l at the Return of a beloved Son^ whom 
his Father had long given over for loft. 
Let us eat and be merry \ for this my Son was 
deady and is alive again ; and was lojl and is 
founds 

Whilft we remain in this earthly Taber- 
nacle^ our ideas of Heaven will be dark 
and confufed; for the corruptible Body 
pteffetb down the Soul. We are hindered 
by this Veil of Fleih from judging aright 
of heavenly Things. We fee now but through 
a Glafs darkly i. but when we fhall put oS 
this frail and perifhing Clothing, and (hall 
be decked with Immortality and Honour^^ 
we fhall partake of Joys unfpeakable and N 
full of Glory ^ fuch as at prefent we may 
hope for, but cannot conceive. At the 
Rcforredlion at the laft Day, our Souls (hall 
again be united to our Bodies, not grofs 
and earthly Bodies, as now, but heavenly 
and fpiritua}^ refined froo) M^itter, and fitted 
for the Fruition of eternal Glory. Joys 
ftiipted to that blefied S|*t? ihall be our 
^ Portion j> 
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Portion, and we fhall converfe with An- 
gels and the Spirits ofjuji Men made perfeSfh 
There alfo we fhall fee our dear Redeemer, 
who died to fave us, and iliali be happy ift 
bis Prefcnce for ever. 

And this leadeth me to another Inter- 
pretation of thefe Words, bring hither the 
fatted Calf^ and kill it. It hath been thought 
by fome, that our Lord did hereby intend 
to point out the Sacrifice of himfelf, whofe 
precious Blood was fhed as a Ranfom for 
the Sins of the whole World. God out of 
Love and Pity to Mankind, font his only- 
begotten Son into the World, to take our 
Nature upon him, and to fufFer Death upon 
the Crofs, that he might purchafe for us 
eternal Redemption. Man had finned, 
and was therefore become the Son of Per- 
dition. He could not reftore himfelf to 
the divine Favour by his own Merits, nor 
make an Atonement for his Sins. And had 
not God, whofe Mercy is over all his 
Works, vouchfafed to find out a Method of 
Reconciliation, Man mufl: have perifhed 
eternally* This ,was by thd Death of his 

S4 own 
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own Son, who fhed his Blood for us; be- 
caufe^ without Shedding of Biood there was 
no Remi/pon. The Son of God, therefore, 
was manifefted in the Flejh^ that he might 
deftroy the IVorks of the Devil^ refcue us 
from the Power of Sin and Hell, and recon- 
cile his Father to us. This is our God, and 
he will fave us. This is our Lord, we luill 
be glad, and rejoice in his Salvation. He was 
wounded for our T^ranfgrejjions ; he was bruifed 
for our Iniquities ; the Chajiifement of our 
Peace was upon him ; and by his Stripes we 
are healed. 

What rcmaineth then for us to do, but 

to laud and magnify God's holy Name for 

his unmerited Goodnefs to finful Man. 

Rebels to our Maker, we deferved to feel 

his Vengeance in our eternal Deftrudlion ; 

ihftead whereof, he hath prepared for us a 

Kingdom, a Place of unbounded Felicity. 

an Houfe not made with Hands, but eternal 

in the Heavens 5 an Inheritance incorruptible, 

undefiled, and that fadetb not away. O that 

Men nx)ould therefore praife the Lord for his 

Goodnefs, and for the Wonders that he doth 
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for the Children of Men ; who not only fovr- 
giveth all our Sins, and healetb all our Injir^ 
mities, but hath alfo fent his Son to he the 
Propitiation for our Sins 9 and waiteth but for 
our Repentance, to crown us with Mercy and 
loving Kindnefs ! Though we^ like ^heepy 
have gone ajiray, yet doth he endeavour to 
bring us back to his Flock; and to make 

us one Fold under one Shepherd'^ Chriji Jefus 
our Lord. 

Let it then be our Concern to examine 
and fee wherein our true Intereft confifteth. 
Let us reprefent to ourfelves on the one 
Hand^ the Joys of Heaven, the Reward of 
our fincere Repentance i and on the other, 
the Torments of Hell, the Recompence of 
our Difobedience ; and we (hall not long 
hang in Sufpenfe whether we (hall choofe 
eternal Happinefs, or endlefs Mifery* Let 
us not flatter ourfelves that we ihall have 
Time enough hereafter to make our Peace 
with God, nor defer our Repentance till 
To-morrow ; for we know not what may 
be on the Morrow. D^ath may arreft us 

this 
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this Night and hurry us away with all our 
Sins about us« It is a very dangerous Ex- 
periment, which Sinners daily make ; be- 
caufe God hath permitted them to go on fo 
«far without Punifhment, therefore^ they are 
refolved to try how long he will bear with 
them j and fo continue in their Sins until 
they provoke him to call them away by a 
fearful Deftrudion. Let the Folly t)f thcfe 
Men teach us Wifdom. Let us learn to 
be wife before the Day of Salvation is paft, 
and whilft there is Hope of Acceptance 
feek the Lord, and call upon him while he 
is nigh. Though we have been Sinners^ yet 
there is Mercy in Store for them that feek 
it ; and God waiteth for our Return, to 
crown us with Glory and Happinefs. 

Let us then turn to the Lord with all 
our Hearty and with all our SouL Let us 
bid adieu to the vain Delights of this 
World, and follow after Holinefs and Vir- 
tue, Though we have been loft in the 
Ways of Wickcdnefs, let us now be found 
in the Paths of Rightc^^fi^fs. And though 

we 
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we have been dead in Sin, let us now be 
found alive unto God; that when that 
awful Day ihall come ; when all Men fhall 
ftand before the Throne of God to receive 
the Sentence of Praife or Condemnation, 
we may hear that joyful Sentence pro- 
nounced unto us. Come ye blejfed of my Fa^ 
ther^ receive the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the Foundation of the World. Amen. 



SERMON 



■ T ■ . . . , 

• . .. '. . « ■ . J I * ./ 



t 



SERMON XVr. 



ON SWEARING IN COMMON CON- 
VERSATION. 

James V. I ^. (former Pati). 

ABOVE ALL THINGS, MY BRETHREN,- 

SWEAR NOT* 

AMO NGS T- the many great and cry- 
ing Sins, which the People of this 
Nation are guilty of^ we may juftly reckon" 
the profaning of God's^ holy Name, by 
curfing and fwearing, to be none of the 
lead. This Sin^- .odious and vile as it is/ 
no Age, no Sex, no Condition in Life i& 
free from ; and what is mofl fyrprifing; no 
Man can fay, that there is any (even the 
leaft Inducement) to it. Whatever Excufcs 
arc brought in Favour of it, »re fo trifling, 

and 
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and infignificant, that I cannot conceive 
thofe, who make Ufe of them, can think 
them to be a fufficient Vindication of theic* 
Practipe* Some Reafons have, indeed, been 
affigiled; but if thefe are allowed to be 
good, we may (by the fame Method) excufe 
every. Vice, of what Magnitude foever it 
may be. To evince the Weaknefs and Folly 
of thefe Excufes, fhall be the Bulinefs of 
this Difcourfe. 

The firft Plea that is produced in Favour 
of this abominable Vice, ij Cujlom. Men 
pretend that they have got fuch an Habit 
of it, that they do not know how to re- 
frain from it. The Force of Ctiftom is in- 
deed very great. Conftant Pradice of any 
Thing, maketh the doi6g ai it^ almof): na« 
tutal. This (hcweth us hovv cautious we 
ought to be what Habits we acquire i for 
by fdffering them to take deep Rooty we 
fhall find it very hard to pluck them out^ It 
will be like ftriving againft Nature ^ and 
the longer we continue in ihem, the greater 
will be the Labour of overcoming theni* 
But furely, it can be no Extentiation of a 

3 Fault, 
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Fault, that we have fo much iccuftomed 
ourfelves to it, that wc cannot tell how tdt 
avoid it. A Man muft be hard put to it, 
who muft bring that for an Excufc, which 
is the greateft Aggravation of his Crime. 
If a Man was to plead at the Bar, as an 
Excufe iovjlealingy that he had given him- 
fclf up fo much to it, that be could not 
help laying hold on every Opportunity that 
offered to keep his Hand in Practice; I 
imagine the Judge would think this fo far 
from being a proper Plea, that he would 
rather fuppofe, that it deferved a more fe- 
vere Punifhment. And why fhould that 
be looked upon as a good Excufe for one 
Crime, which would only ferve to aggra- 
vate another ? Why fhould that be thought 
a fufficient Warrant to bear a Man out in 
the Pradlice of one Vice, which in the Prac- 
tice of another would prove the chicfefl 
Reafon to condemn him ? Befides, can 
Habit and Cuftom make that to be lawful 
which God and Nature have made other- 
wife ? We are commanded not to blafpheme 
God's holy Name by curfing and^fwcaring i 

not 
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not to make Ufe of any cuilomary Oaths ^ 
not to Jwear at all I neither by Heaven^ neither 
by the Earthy neither by any other Oath ; but 
to confine our Converfation to barely af- 
firming, or denying ; bccaufe 'whatfoever 
is more than thefe^ comet h of Evil ^ or of 
the Evil One. And furely, to plead Ha- 
bit and Cullom againft a pofitive Command 
of God and our Saviour, is the higheft 
Folly and Prefumption. We muft not 
therefore accuflom our Mouth to fwearing ; 
neither muft we learn to ufe the Name of 
the Holy One profanely ; becaufe God hath 
pronounced, that he will not hold them guilts 
lefsy who take his Name in vain. 

Another Excufe for the Pradice of this 
Vice, is, that Men of Rank and Fortune 
are addidied to it, and give it Protection 
and Countenance by their Example : That 
Men of Birth and Diftindtion have made it 
fafliionable by their Ufe of it. And in 
fliort, this Vice pleadeth, that on its Side, 
ftand Number and Quality. This, though 
it is a very bad Excufe, is indeed a melan- 
choly Truth ; and we have .great Reafon to 
2 take 
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t^ke tip the Complaint of the Prophet, and 
fay, becaufc of /wearing the Ldnd mournethi 
The Corruption is univerfal ; and we may 
fay of this Vice, as we do 6f Death,, that 
high and low, rich and poor, fall a prey imtd 
it. It is no great Wonder^ that the coinmoni 
People give themfelves up fo greatly to this 
Sin, when they fee the rich and the powerful 
conftantly do the fame. The bad Example of 
Perfons in Authority, of thofe who are ex-^ 
alted above the common Level of Mankind; 
hath a very unhappy EfFe(fJ: upon the Lives 
of their Inferiors, When thefe great 
Lights of the World, whofe Influence and 
Power ought to be exerted in the De- 
fence and Propagation of Virtue, turn Re- 
bels to their Maker, and diihonour God's 
holy Name by "profane Oaths and Giirfes, 
how can it be expefted that the lower 
Part of Mankind (hould adt othcrwifc ? 
They have very few of them the Judgment 
to difcover the Folly and Wicfcedncfs of 
being fwayed by others into Sin i but will 
rather be tempted to conclude, that there 

can be no great Crime in thofe Things, 

T which 
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which they ffe conftantly praf^ifcd by thofc, * 
whom. they are taught to honour and efteem 
for their Greatnefs and Power. Well 
would it be for themfelves, and for the 
Caufe of Virtue,: if thofe on whom God 
hath beftowed fome Part of his Honour 
and Power, would repay his Bounty by a 
noble Imitation of his Goodnefs, and a vir- 
tuous Emulation with each other in pro* 
moting, and advancing his Honour, and 
Gloiy. This would make Vice afliamed, 
and afraid to fliew its Head : And Virtue 
would triumph v'in all her Charms^ lovely , 
and amiable. Men would then abandon 
the Caufe of Wickednefs, and crowd over 
to the Side of Heaven. This blelled Change 
•in the Manners of the Great, we may in- 
deed hope for ; but, I anf afraid, we fhall 
never live to fee. Mighty Sinners will 
not be refonncd. They muft be fuffered 
to go on in their Vices without Reproof; 
and to poifcn Mankind by their Example 
with Impunity. They think themfelves 
above the Reach of Juftice here, and there^- 
fore triumph in their Wickednefs, and 

open 
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opoB their Moiuh igainft the Moft High ; 
for who is Lard over' tbem? But a Tima 
will come when Jaftjc?^ will ijot pafs over 
their QfFcoees; fof mighty 5ii»ner« ihall be 
Aiightily tormented, when th^ gregt ^nd 
terrible Day of the Ltird £hall comet who 
will have refpe<St to ^np Man's P^rfon^ «Qr 
ftand in Awe of any Mjn's . Qrcatoafs* 
But, iny Brethren, the bad l^icampl* of 
great Men will be no EjfCpfc for piir 
Wickedncfs. If they ar^ wi^teodi they will 
certainly fufFer for it ; snd if we fellow 
their jpcrnicious Ways, we ftlaJl ipot ef<?9p4 
unpunifhed. Number and Quality eann^t 
avail ought againft Godi He Will poqr; 
his Vengeance upon Sinners, Fire an4 
Brimjione^ Storm and Tempejl i this JhaU h 
their Portion Iq drink. \l is y?ry c^tftajq, 
that this Vice, like too many others, re^ 
ceiveth; Encouragement from tfte. Number 
and Quality of thofe who are guijty of it; 
buf we have a very plain Ryl^ to a(3: by ia 
this Cafe ;. Thou Jhall not follow a Multitudfi 
to do Evil. If they endeavour by Exapipl? 
and Precept to entice us into Sin, ?r^ mu/i not 

T 2 conjent. 
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confent. To what Purpofe is our Reafba 
beftowed upon us, if we will not make 
Ufe of it^ to keep ourfelves from being 
drawn into Sin by the Example or Perfua- 
iion of evil Men ? Can we be contented 
to go to Hell for Faihion's Sake ? Becaufe 
others are refblved to damn themfelves, 
muft we be fuch Fools as to damn ourfelves 
for Company ? This would be the Height 
of Folly. Let us learn not to follow the 
Fradice of others againfl the exprefs Laws 
of God, and the Dilates of our own Con- 
icience. fiut knowing, that God will be a 
fivi^t Witntfs againft thofe that blafpheme 
his holy Name, let xx^Jet a Watch over our 
Mouths y and keep the Door of our Lips^ and 
refrain our Tongue jrom /peaking Evt7, and 
^ our Mouth from taking the Name of God in 
vain. 

Again : ^Others who arc guilty of this 
Vice; pretend in their Excufe, that they arc 
not addifted to it, but only upon fome vio- 
lent Perturbation of the Mind ; upon fome 
Fit of Paffion; and when they are not 
enough Mailers of themfelvcs, fome inde- 
cent 
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cent Expreflions of this Sort will efcap<? 
theniy and which, indeed, they ^re. fojry 
for .afterwards.: Tliefe Me^ ppniefs fr(;ely 
the Folly and Wicke4ne£s of this^ ^i^^t 
*Qc(, iwhen they are cool, andifree from th^ 
Madnefs of Anger and Refenimejiyt^,4p re,-: 
frajij from it. _ This ^xcufe, tljough il^ 
fcemeth foipething, plaufible^ wjU ii^t. ferye 
to yarnifti^ over the ^^^pu^nef^ o^ the Cpimistj 

Cannot we ^e angry, znd y.ei ^^trjif^^^^j^ 
God I, There ,is np Criine. in beipg .^ng|-y 
fpr a laiwful Caufe;s. and vwhep, Mw haye 
received bafe ^ and unworthy jU fagc i or 
wh^jgi /Things, ^are done, which, wiji prov? 
i(]ju|-iou9 and hurt^lto theis^it cannot but 
b^. ©xpefl;^, tb;^^;th,?y wjllfljew. bj^.^thgif 
Behaviaur, ^w, ; ^ifagreeaJbfe ,,,Cuf;J^| .-.Tf^r 
naent ,i8;to,th?i^. ,, But thfLS.4n?iy;;49^U^l|fp 
be done without Sin. It is &n^y i)^ttfif 
to make it appcjar . how greatly wc are 4if- 
pieced, without having Re9ovr{e tP Cvijcffi^ 
and Revilings. Be ye angry- iittd.^a. .nf^ 
hys the 4pafi/e, Anger .i?,jawfuU;,b?c?,vUp 
it is natural.. But if ^ye iifer 'it.jtp arife 
to. an uadu? Degifee ; and, fpi^t . i\ ta pjj^ 

T 3 bear 
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tear duf Reaibn, it tben becometh a Faulty 
and hatii iil it the Natiire of Sin. If Anger 
betravetfa ui into the vile Crime of Curiiog 
and S wearing, to plead in o«r Behalf that 
we had ntt ' bean guilty of it, if we had 
not been hurried away by our Paffions, will 
bt *b« 4' very poor. Excnfc. We muftnot 
ifiiffer our Paffions to grow headftrong zhA 
unruly; they' ire good Servants, but vcfy 
bad Mafter^. Gur Reafon was giveh us td 
gbve^n-themY and it is otrr own Faulty if 
We do not iliake'tJfe of it; to keep thtth da- 
der prcf^ferRegtilatiottt We nrufti tlkreibf*- 
Make it btlr Bufmefs to bring our Paffions 
into Subj*diofe^ to' oar Reafon.' Wt^ muft 
not permit thefe blind Guides to have the 
I3t3ihlnittri'-6vci^ usricaft they -ftiould betray 
\is into Siri-'j''krfd make us becotrie the Soni 
of Pferdititti: • '■ - -'-' ■ 

'' "Again :' ^(Writ make Ufe of this Sitt, be- 
tauife' thejr*' would appear' to be Men of 
<;!o\irage. They think it argueth a bold 
^tfd daring Sp5r!t, to defy the Almighty^ 
^hd Ikixgh kt the -Terrors of eternal Damna^ 
ttori. This, I nauft obfcrVe; is no ExcUfe 
• for 



COMMON CONVERSATION. 279 

for theCrime* but rather feemethrtprbeaii 
Aggravation of it. ; Thef^ Men confeft theif 
Fault, and glory in* it. Thc)rdonot curj^ 
an J /wear through Paflion, or Infirmity, or 
§urprize ; but they 4o it f f^ Choice^ it 
is Matter, of Qlory and Triumph. They 
ftudy.new. O^ths, Jip4 .invent pnbeard of 
Curfes ;, and fcem tp^take Plcafure.ip ppgf* 
irig th?m forth in ,thp Prffencctiof thof^ 
who trenibk at thf raw^uV.N^^^ pf, Go^. 
This is the Height and Perfeftion of Vice ; 
the biggeft ■Inftap9e4of. thetnoi^ iaigloufi 
and abandoned Wickednefs.. TiQ glory fl* 
a. profane Abufe of. th^ tfemen^o^s JyTap:^ 
oJF God,4^J^c^,a,, 'Pcs^;.of^;b^r^fled Inj- 
fiety . , -• ^ 5v,ei)^: ^e, P^yils, ^%, :p9^,j ^ 
«WHy Q£,4t. r But ^s Pfaff^.QQ i^ po.f ig? 

Im^u4pnc^,j . i^t is jpoqi:,har4i9ef^ V(itJk:fi 
-^itap^f, Sljch. JNJfift would, dq_;Wfgli.tp 
cpnfider wh^,;tliey jivy^il Yay, whea, C^ 
.£haU,,cfiM for ?^enge^n<;^.4;rpjcyi thQn»„ ^^1 
therr, ^Courage IjeaTf^HfU^ J3V|t, ia l^.drefu3f- 

/ai Pfjr o£^e$pipp?pce,..w|if?i» ^^Vt Qa^ 
and C\ij^&. jpial]^.]fe,^urned .ttpoa,sth,eir 

^T 4 own 
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own Heads ? Wicked Men may laugh at 

the Terrors of the Lord now, and think 
it a noble Thing to hector God ; but a 
Day of Retribution will come, when the 
j^nger of the Lord (hall fmoke againft 
them, and deftroy them with an evcrlafting 
Deftruftion ; when they (hall be caft out 
from his Prefence, to dwell for ever with 
the Devil and his Angels, where fliall be 
le keeping and gnajhihg '^fTteth. 

Again : Sonic Mefi have got a mbdifli 
Cuftbm of larding their Difcourfe with 
Oaths and Curfes; becaufc they fancy it 
giveth a .Dignity to their Gonvcrfation. 
They imagine, that a' bold Oath addeth 
great Force to the fexprfeflion ; and helpeth 
to fet off Difcourfe id Advantage; which 
would* be heavy, and dull without it. But 
this is a very great Miftake ; for nothing 
can Tiifake Difcourfe appear more ridiculous 
ind ablurd than fuch i^Mixture. It ren- 
ders our Converfation too' bold and blufter- 
ing ; and- favours too miich' of Bbmbaft, as 
weir as' Profaftetiefs, tb make it' agreeable. 
Bcfide^, '^no Man that hath 'the ieaft' Scnfe 
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pf his Piity to God remaitiing injiim, cftin 
take any Pleafure in hearing God's holy 
Name abfife^d, and h'i§ Majefty affronted, in 
fuch a foolifti Manner. The Name of God 
is too awful^and tremdhdous to be fo 
lightly ufcd^. To treat the Name of the 
Majefty oil 'high in fo indecent arid irre- 
verent a Manner, muft fhock ievety plpns 
Ear. No Difcourfe can be jpleafipg; that 
is inconfifterit with good Manners, or dc- 
ftruftive to Virtue. But no Man is pleafed 
to - hear bis own -N^m'e made a Jeft of in 
Converfetion ^ arid if he thinketh at all, lAuft 
be much, kft- pleafdd to h^ar the Name of 
God fo^ufiid.^^Attd it i&certaini that a: Man's 
Virtue ckn hiave no fure Foundation to rely 
oni Whd ^cato wantotlly'^buie the Naiiie of 
God. ^Add the Virtue of thofe, ' wKo cari 
take Plfeafiire in hearing fuch wicfeed Ihd 
profane 'Difcourfe,' muft be in mWnifeft 
Danger of being deftroyca. For irwe'de- 
light in hearing God's Name abufed, we 
(liali by Degrees, take Pleafurd to do it 
purfelves ; and thereby expofe ourfelves to 

the 
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the Vengeance of hitp, who will prove a 
confuming Fire tP. tht Wicked. 

The laft Excufc for the Praflicc of this 
Vice, is, that Meq^make Ufe of it to confirm 
the Truth of what they fay. But Experience 
(heweth this to be a Miftake. No Men have 
lefs- Credit given to what tjiey fay, than 
coqioioaSwearers have. The Excufe at heft 
is.^ fooljili one y for it is a tacit Confe0ion 
that the Man thinketh his own bare Word 
is not worthy of Crcdij. JSut what Rea* 
Ion have we to believe,, th^t whathe fwears 
is true ? He maketh no Cpxifcience of 
T)lafpheming God's holy Name ; . and why 
fhould he make a Confcience of telling a 
Lie ? If the common Swearer hath any 
Advantage in View,* why fliould I think 
that he wHl no\ tell iije a Lie, with as 
little Concern, as take a r^fli Oath ? And 
if ^ Man will fpll hinjfelf to the Devil for 
Nbthin'g, why fliould I believe that .he 
would make any Scruple to. do it, when he 
hath the Pfofpe<fl of xeaping any. Benefit by 
doing f o ? . .i 

It 
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It is plain then, that none of thefe Excufes 
can Warrant a Man in the Praftice of. this 
Vice. And would Men confider the Great- 
nefs of the Crime, and the Greatnefs of the 
Danger, they would avoid a Cuftom fo 
odious and vile ; and not draw upon them- 
felves the Curfe of God, by their impious 
and profane Abufe of his great and awful 
Name. 
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SERMON XVir. 



ON SWEARING IN COMMON CON« 

VERSATION, 



James v. 1 2. (former Part), 

ABOVE ALL THINGS, MY BRETHREN, 

SWEAR NOT. 

T N my Morning's Difcourfe upon thcfc 
Words, I laid before you molt: of thofe 
Excufcs which are made Ufe of for the pro* 
fane Abufe of God's holy Name, by com- 
mon curfing and /wearing. Thefc all, upon 
Confideration, appear to be fo weak and 
frivolous, that one would think no Maa 
could be in earneft, when he alledged them 
as a fufEcient Warrant for a Pra<ftice fo vilQ 
and impious. If to the Folly and Weakncf$ 
of thefc Excufes, we add the Greatnefs of the 

Crime, 



286 ON SWEARING IN 

Crime, and the Great nefs of the Danger, 
every Man, who hath any Senfe of his 
Duty to God, or any Concern for his pwn 
Salvation, would ufe his utmoft Care and 
Caution to refrain from it. 

Now the Greatnefs of the Crime ap- 
peareth, in that it is committed againfl an 
cxprefs Command of God ; Thau Jhalt not 
take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain. 
Now common curfing and /wearing^ is one 
Way of taking his Name in vain. And the 
Qreatnefs of the Danger is manifeft from 
the Curfe denounced againil it; the Lord 
will not hold Urn guiltlefs who taketh his 
Name in vain. 

Let us confider in a more efpecial Man- 
ner, wherein the Greatnefs and Danger pf 
this Crime confifteth. 

Fir ft. Common curfing and /wearing is 
not only an high Offence againft Decency 
and good Manners, but is alfo a rnoft noto- 
rious Perverlion of the End and Intent of 
God in beftovving upon us the Bleffing 
of Speech. When God created Man, he 
defigned him for Society ^ and, therefore, 

gave 
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gave him a Tongue to fpeak j and taught 
him the Ufe and Meaning 'of Words, that 
he might be able to entertain a friendly 
Correfpondencc with his Fellow-creatures, 
By the Help of this Faculty, we make 
known our Wants to each other, and de- 
mand Relief. The great Pleafure wych 
Men take in converfmg with each other, 
(heweth how much we ftand indebted to 
the Goodnefs of God for this Blefling. — 
Without it, one of thegreateft Comforts of 
Society would be loft ; and Man would 
Want the chief Charadleriftic, which ferveth 
to diftinguifli him moft remarkably from 
the brute Creation. If Man was deprived 
of this Bleffing, it would put a Stop to that 
Iptercourfe with each other, which is now 
the greateft Pleafure and Satisfaftion of our 
Lives. Since, then, God hath provided fo 
mercifully for our Happinefs, fhall not we 
be guilty of the higheft Folly and Wicked- 
nefs, when we pervert this noble Endow- 
ment ? When inftead of employing ou^ 
Tongues, in promoting the Comfort and 
Satisfaction of each other, we abufe them 

2 only 
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only in curfiag and blafpheming? All the 
Pleafure of Society is dcftroyed by fuch 
Behaviour. For no Man of the leaft Senfc 
or Virtue can bear to hear the greatelt of 
human Bleffings converted into the worft of 
Curfes. No Man can take Delight to hear 
another defy God, and imprecate Damna- 
tion to himfelf and others. Our Tongues 
fliould be employed in promoting the Caufe 
pf Piety and Virtue. We mould make it 
our Endeavour to advance the Honour of 
God, and the good of Mankind^ by GUI' 
Converfation. Inftead of which we glory 
in our wicked and profane Abufe of Gpd's 
holy Name; to the Diflionour of our 
Maker, and the utter Deftrudion of Vir-. 
tue and Religion, 

Again : God hath given us a Tongue ^ and 
We ought to praife him therewith. We 
fliould fing forth his Praifes, and declare 
his Wonders, and fliew forth the Immenlity 
of his Goodnejs towards the Children of Men. 
Can we find a nobler Employment for our 
Tongues than in making Ufe of them to 
praife the God who gave them? Good 

Me» 
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M^n find the greateft Pleafure in recount- 
ing the amazing Love and Mercy of God; 
and in ftriving with each other, who fhall 
beft extol the King of Heaven. We can 
never praife him enough ; and though wc 
fhould put forth all our Strength in doing 
it, we (hall ftill come fhort. The Works 
of Creation, Providence, and Redemption, 
arc inexhauftible Sources of Praife, and 
Thankfgiving. This would be an Em* 
ploy men t worthy of Angels 1 and would 
bring not only the greateft Pleafure, but 
alfo the nobleft Reward to ourfelves.— 
Would wc exercife our Tongues to this good 
Purpofe, we might hope that the Blefling 
of God would defcend upon us. But when 
we pervert this noble End of Speech, and 
employ our Tongues to derogate from his 
Honour and Glory, who beftowed them 
upon us, what can we expert, but that 
God (hould revenge the Affront offered to 
his holy Name ? If our Tongues honour 
God, when our Hearts are far from bim^ we 
worfhip him in vain. What muft wc fay 
then of thofe impious Men, whofc I^earts 

' U and 
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and Tongues agree together in an open De- 
fiance of hini ? What Puniftiment can be 
thought fufficient for fuch flagrant Wicked-' 
nefs ? To treat the holy Name of God 
with Contempt and Irreverence, which we 
6ught never to take into our Mouths with- 
out the mod awful Refpedl and Veneration, 
is fuch a daring Piece of Impiety, as calleth 
for the moft fevere Vengeance. And fuch 
Men have the greateft Reafon to fear, that 
the Anger of the Lord will be kindled 
againfl: them, and reward them according 
to their Defervings. 

Again : The Folly and Impiety of profane 
curjing and /wearing is further manifeft, in 
that there is no Temptation to commit it. 
Could a Man pretend in his Behalf, that 
there was any real Pleafure, or Profit at- 
tending it, it would be faying fomethingi 
though againft an exprefs Command of 
God, it would be but a very poor De- 
fence But there is nothing of this to 
plead in its Vindication. Moft of thofe 
Sins to which Men are addidled, entice 
them by one or other of t^efe Motives. 

The 
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The £nds arc plaufible^ and engaging 
enough in Appearance, though, when they 
are brought to the Trial, they are but empty 
and foolifh. Tlic voluptuous Man hath 
Pleafure in View; and cheateth himfelf 
with the fpecious Appearance of Happi^ 
nefs* His Purfuits are big with Hopes, 
and though he is always difappointed, hs 
fillcth himfelf with the Expedation, that 
at lafl: he ihall enjoy what he aimeth at. 
The ambitious Man is deluded with the 
Luft of Power. He knoweth what Re- 
fped is paid to it 5 and therefore fancieth 
he fhould be happy, could he arrive at 
great Honour* And the covetous Man 
hath a fair Pretence to cover all his unjuft 
Dealings. He is urged on by the Defire 
of heaping up an immenfe Treafure, be- 
cau& it can do a great Deal in this World | 
though in the World to come it will avail 
nothing. But the common Swearer hath 
not the leaft Pretepce to alledge. For 
what real Pleafure can there be in curing 
and /wearing ? If there be any, it can 
€nly be the Pleafure of wicked Spirits, who 

U 2 may 
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may perhaps take Delight in curfing and 
blajpheming. Though it may well be made a 
Queftion, whether Hell abounds fb much 
in this Kind of Impiety. For one can 
hardly conceive that thofc who feci already 
the EiFedts of God's Vengeance^ would call 
down upon their Heads a greater Degree of 
it. But, be this as it will. A Man muft 
be wholly given up to Wickednefs, who 
can delight in fuch Converfation as the 
Devil himfelf would almoft be afhamed of ; 
and may ju(lly expedt to be condemned to 
take Part in that Society whofe Axflions in 
this World, be hath fo exaftly copied. 
Neither is there any Profit in this Pra<flice; 
for all that a Man getteth by it, is only the 
Reputation of a wicked and profane Per- 
fon, who is defpifed by every good Man, 
nay, even by his own Companions in 
Wickednefs. The common Swearer, is 
therefore, altogether without Excufe. He 
hath no Temptation to entice him, no Mo- 
tive to prompt him ; and can only be faid 
to fwear for Swearing's Sake. To this 
Vice, the Devil cannot properly be faid to 

tempt 
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tempt a Man, but the Man is his own: 
Tempter ; and giveth himfelf up to that, 
wicked Spirit without the leaft Enticement 
or Perfuafion, He is in Love with Damna- 
tion, and runneth to meet it of his own Ac- 
cord; and, therefore, can have no Reafon 
to complain, if God fhould inflid upon 
him thofe Curfes, which he hath hath fa 
often, and in fo daring a Manner called 
for. 

But further : A conftant Pradlicc of this 
Vice, will, by Degrees, draw us into the 
Sin of Perjury. We may perhaps fancy, 
that we £hall never arrive at fuch an Height 
of Impiety : But we (hall find ourfelves 
miftakcn. The Nature of Sin. is fuch, 
that the Commiffipn of one Crime maketh 
Way for another* . When we firft fet put 
in the Paths of Wickednefs, we are apt to 
ftart at the Thoughts of a great Sin; but 
when we have made a further Progrefs in 
Vice, the Cries of Confcicnce will be ftifled, 
and we ihall proceed to commit the biggeft 
Pxovocations without any Concern or Rc- 
morfe. When, therefore, the Fear'anci 

U 3 Reverence 
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Reverence which arc due to God, arc worn 
off, and we have gained fuch an Habit of 
Swearing, as to do it without Thoiight 
(as is too often the Cafe of cominon 
Swearers) can it be any Wonder that we 
fhould appeal to God, to be a Witnefs to 
what is falfe ; at leafl to what we do no| 
know the Truth of? 

Perjury is one of the greateft Crimes. 
We cannot offer an higher Affront to Al- 
mighty God, than to call upon him to wit- 
nefs a Lye, For by fo doing, we deny 
his Omnifcience, trample his Holiness un- 
der Foot, and defpife his Power. When 
we appeal to pod for the Truth of what 
we fay, and at the fame Time fwcar to a 
Falfliood, can it be thought that we be- 
lieve that he knoweth all Things ? Can it 
be thought that we believe that he is holy 
and pure, and hateth all Manner of Ini- 
quity ? Or can it be thought that we be- 
lieve that God is juft and powerful, and 
that he will reward every Man according 
to his Worhs ? Certainly not. The Man, 
who can wilfully dare to Jhio^ar jaljely^ 

muft 
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muft imagine, that God doth not know th^ 
Truth : or that the Falfliood doth not dif^ 
pleafe him ; or that he is not able tp avenge 
\t. But furely, a Man inay as well |>^liev^ 
that there is no God. For if a ^jLan c^n 
bring himfelf to think, that the Oippi- 
fcience, the Holincfs, the juftjce, and 
Power of God, deferve no Regard, it would 
be no greater Crime to deny his very 
Being. Again : this Vice is a very high 
QfF^nce againft human Society. By it, the 
Foundation? of public Peace and Security 
ar^ overturned, which capnot fubfi^l but l^ 
Trij.th and Juftice^ and every Man's pri^- 
vate Property, his Life and Fortune arp 
left ^ the Mercy pf every Villaip. And 
a§ to oi|rfc|vi?8, it l^yeth w^fte our Con,- 
ffience; deftr^y^h ppr Rep^tat^pn, and 
bringcth Difgr»ce »nd Ruin ijpo^ us^; 
and beyond all this, \X entaileth qpow us 
the Curfc of God, whic^ will njver be re- 
moved. 

Thi»8 hayc I Igid before you tl^ Qfpat- 
oefs an^ P^nger of . this Vice. I haye 

U 4 ibewed 
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(hewed you, that no Plcafurc or Profit 
can attend it; and that the Man who is 
guilty of it, hath no Excufe to plead. Per- 
mit me then to exhort and perfuade you to 
lay afide a Pra^^ice fo foolifh, and at the 
fame Time fo finful. Do not expofc your- 
felvcs to the Wrath of God, by profaning 
his holy Name, nor call for that Damnation, 
which for ought you know, may be near at 
Hand, Every idle Word that Men/peak^ thfcy 
muft give an Account of at the Day of 
Judgment. Then we (hall find the Ter* 
rors of the Lord to be no Jeft, and eternal 
Damnation to be fomething more than mere 
Fancy. God will not fuffer our Oaths and 
Curfes to fall to the Ground. And though 
they may (land for Cyphers in our own 
Account, they will appear againft us in 
the Book of God's Wrath ; and condemn 
us to that Place of endlefs Torments where 
we fhall curfe our Folly, when it will bc 
too late. 

It is amazing that Men, that Chriftians, 
who knqw the Terrors of the Lord^ can in- 
dulge 
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dulge thcnifelvcs in fuch licentious Prac«- 
tices, as they know will infallibly provoke 
him to Anger. And yet Nothing is more 
common than for thofe who profcfs them|- 
felves Followers of the holy Jefus, to dciy 
God, and call down Curfes upon their owa 
Heads wantonly, and in Sport. S^wtn ChiU 
dren, who can hardly fpeak, have learned 
already to curfe and fwear^ The Fathers 
arc guilty of this Sin ; and teach their 
Children to follow their wicked Example, 
and to blafpheme the awful Name of God. 
There is no Nation under the whole Hea^ 
vens, fo fcandaloufly given to this Vice, as 
the People of this Land. The very Hca^ 
then^ who know not God, a£t a much 
better Part. Though they worjbip them who 
by Nature 4ire no Gods^ they never mention 
the Names of their falfe Gods without 
the higheft Veneration. And when we 
go amongft them, they are furprifed and 
afliamed to hear the Name of God lb 
fooliflily invoked. For Shame^ let us not 
make ourfelves a Reproach to Barbarians. 

Let 
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l»€t it ndtbcfaid, that the Light of Nature 
il a more fure Guide to teacb u$ our Piity, 
than the pure at^d pcrfeft Light of the Gof- 
*poh.: Remember, thefe Things,, and Jhew 
j9wfeh)e3 Men. Let the Intereftis of your 
immortal So^U imduce you to avoid this 
cdious Sin. Learn to pofTefs your Minds 
vrith true and becoming Thoughts of th^ 
great and tremendous God, whp is ready to 
judge the Quick and the Pi^ad. Confider 
what Abhorrence he exprefl^th againft all 
thoft who profane: his holy Name ; and the 
Curfe which he hath denounced againft 
them. " A^bid with the utmoft Carefulnefs 
every Occafioo of falling into this Sin; 
and refrain frpm thofe Paths that lead to 
it. Abftain from cxceflive Drinking, Anr 
ger, and bad Company, which too often 
provoke Men to commit it. And above all, 
learn to /peak Truth every one to his Neigh^ 
iour, that you may be believed without the 
Expence of an Oath. Rcfolve to continue 
in the Praftice of this Sin no longer, in 
Spite of the Threats of the Lord, and the 

3 Terrors 
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Terrors of eternal Damnation. And may 
the God of all Mercy give you Eyes to fee, 
and an Heart to underfland the great Dan- 
ger to which you are expofed. May he 
give you Grace and Power to do his Will; 
working in yoii that which is Good, that 
you may attain cverlafting Life, through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. 



SERMON 



SERMON XVIIL 



THE FOLLY OF MOCKING AT 

SIN. 



P&0VCRB8 XIV. 9. (fonner Part) 
FOOLS MAKE A MOCK AT SIN. 

WI SD O M and Folly, arc Terms frc- 
qucntly made Ufe of in the holy 
Scriptures, as different Denominations for 
Religion and Wickednefs. And Fools, 
and wife Men, are therein defcribed by 
their Adherence to Vice, or their At- 
tachment' to Virtue. This is fo well 
known to be the common Language of 
Scripture, that there is no great Occafioa 
to multiply PajQTages to prove it. Thus, in 
holy Job^ the Fear of the Lord that is Wif^ 
dom, and to depart from Evil is Underftand^ 
ing ; that is, in other Words, Religion is 

the 
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the trueft Wifdom. Thus, alfo in the 
Royal, PJalmifti the Fool bath /aid in 
bis ff tart, there is no God} that is, the 
wicked Man hath faid fo; for none but 
wicked Men would dare to be guilty of fo 
much Prcfiunption* And thu$ ialfo in thfi 
Words of my Text^ wicked Men are dc- 
fcribed in a very particular Manner, as 
laughing at the Terrors of the Lord, and 
looking upon Sin to be a Matter of no Con- 
fequence* Pilots ms^e a Mod at Sin. But 
this is not the Language of Scripture only ; 
it h alfo the Language of Reafon* For 
if to part with fome prcfcnt trifling Ad- 
vantage, for the Sake of fome infinitely 
greater Good in Revcrfion, be the Part of 
a wife Man, then the religious Man is 
truly wife, who defpifeth the mean and 
fordid Pleafures of Sin, in Hopes of thofe 
great and noble Pleafures referved for him 
hereafter. And if to negleft fome diftant 
Good of the higheft Eftimation, to procure 
fome prefent Good of the fmallcft Value, 
be a Mark of Folly (as it undoubtedly is) 
then wicked Men are Fools imteed, who 

prefer 
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prefer the (hort-lived and ififigrtificant Pleci- 
furcs of Sin, to the eternal Joys of Heaven. 
Indeed, all thofe who do not feek their* 
own true and final Intereft, but fufFdr 
themfelves to be diverted from the Purfait 
of it, by the Pleafures and Amufements of 
this Life are in fome Degree guilty of FoUy^ 
But the Vdds with whom our prefent Coh- 
cern is, are mdfe emphatically fo. Thei'6' 
are no Men but who arc guilty of man/ 
and great Weakrieflcs and lmperfc£lions ;, 
but thefe do not entitle them to the Deho- 
nil nation of Fooh. For thofe whom . the 
Scriptures do in a more peculiar Manner 

call fo, are fuch as make a Mock at Sift. 

* 

They do not embrace it through Miftakc, 
or for Want of knowing better ; neither do 
they fall into it through Surprize or Inad- 
vertency ; but it is their Choice 3 they 
commit it knowingly, and upon Confidera-* 
tion; and take Pleafure in itf and cjfteem 
it at the worft to be a very harmlefs Thing ; 
a Matter of no Concern or Importance* 
Thefe are the Men whom the Scriptures 
have diilingtiiflted- by the Name of Fools. 

And 
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And thefe are of various Kinds j for al) 
Sinners do not arrive at the fanoe Heights 
of Folly and Impiety 1 but fome are guilty 
of more daring Degrees of Wickednefsj 
and will (no doubt) be diflinguiOied here- 
after by greater Degrees of Punifhment. 

The firft and lowefl: Clafs confifteth of 
tbofe, who confefs that God hath com- 
manded them not to Sin, but who are never- 
thelefs not fufficiently convinced of the 
great Danger of a wicked Courfe^ but make 
themfclves eafy in the Pradlice of Iniquity^ 
zn^Jpeak Peace to their Souls, by making 
fome faint and ineffectual Refolutions of 
future Repentance. They look upon God 
to be a kind and merciful Being, who will 
not be fevere to mark what is done amifs, 
but will be eafily pacified for the Multitude 
of their Sins. Thefe Men, though not 
open and profefled Profligates, are never- 
thelefs Foolsy becaufe they play with Sin, as 
though no Harm could accrue from it ; and 
fport themfelves with Death and T>amna« 
tion. Now the Folly of thefe Men will 
appear, if we confider the Foundation on 

which 
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which they build their Hopes of future 
Safety and Happinefs. Their Oefign is to 
enjoy the Pleafures of this World, and yet 
fecure the Pleafures of the ii«:t ; to take 
their Fill of Sin and fenfual Delights^ and 
at laft by an eafy and flight Repentance, to 
efcapc the Punifhment due to Sin, and ob- 
tain the Rewards of Virtue. But is not 
this to deceive One's Self moft miferably ? 
One would imagine that thefe Men thought 
that the Power of Life and Death was in 
their own Hands. For did they confider 
how uncertain their Lives are ; and that God 
may be provoked to call them away by im- 
mediate Death, without giving them Space 
for Repentance; »they could never be fo 
ilupid as to indulge themfelves in a wicked 
Courfe, through the groundlefs £xpe£tation 
of having Time enough allowed them to 
-repent in, before Death feized upon them ? 
To confefs that Viirtue fliould be our Bufi- 
nefs, and yet to make Vice our prefent 
Choice, in Hopes of repenting and amend-- 
ing hereafter, is furely great Folly and Pre* 
fumption. What wife Man would run the 

X Hazard 
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Hazard of being cut off in the Midft of his 
Sins, and having his Portion affigned with 
Hypocrites and Unbelievers, where £ball be 
weeping and gnajhing of Teeth ; becaufe it is 
barely poffible that God may give him Time 
and Grace to repent ? We all of us con- 
fefs that Repentance is undifpenfably ne- 
ceflary. We cannot be faved without it. 
And yet the longer we put off this ungrate- 
ful Work, the more we difqualify ourfelves 
from performing it. For the longer we 
continue in Sin, the greater Power it will 
gain over us. The further we proceed, the 
more difficult we (hall find our Retreat. 
And at length. Habit and Cuftom, will fo 
harden us, that we fhall neither have the 
Will, nor the Power to forfake it. Since 
then the Danger of finning is fo great, and 
the Chance of repenting fo very uncertain ; 
a Man cannot be excufed from the Imputa^- 
tion of Folly^ who doth not lay Hold on 
every Opportunity of fecuring his own 
Happinefs and Salvation. It. is a fearful 
Thing to fall into the Hands of the living 
Gfd. Hejball rain Snares ^ Fire and Brim- 

ftone^ 
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Jlone^ Storm and Tempejl upon Sinners ; and 
will prove a confuming Fire to them who fin 
prefumptuoufly. For God is a righteous 
Judge, ftrong and patient^ ^^^^-faff^^^^g^ ^^d 
of great Goodnefs. But if a Man will not 
turn from his evil Way, but fhall fay in his 
. Heart, I fhall be forgiven, though I go on 
to add Iniquity to Iniquity ; then the Anger > 
of the Lord fhall fmoke againft that Man, 
and fhall cut him off and condemn him to 
that difmal Place, where the Worm dieth 
not^ and the Fire is not quenched. 

Another Sort oi Mockers ^ near of Kin to 
to thofe whom we have been defcribing, 
are fuch as profefs to know God, and to 
believe his Gofpcl ; and yet by the Wicked* 
nefs of thsir Lives give the Lie to their 
ProfefHon. Thefe Men lifl themfelves un- 
der Names and Diflinftions ^ and think 
that a violent Zeal for their Party, will 
atone for the Want of real Virtue and Holi- 
nefs. An obflinate Adherence to Popery, a 
flrong Attachment to the Church of Eng- 
land, or a- vehement Zeal without Knowledge 
for any of thofe different Penominations 

X z . into 



308 THE FOLLY .OF 

into which Chriftianity is parted, are the 
diftinguiflaing Charafleriftics of tbeie Men. 
Thefe they will wrangle and difptxte fsxr^ 
with all the Heat and Fury imaginable. 
We ihall often (ee their Zeal hum wit^ 
foch ungoivernaJbJe Rage, ^s to fet thetxi all 
in a Flame ; and they will jnake ao Scruple 
to condemn all tbofe that diflent from 
them, to ntter Deftrudion. Biut thofCireai 
Virtues which the Gofpel tcaobeth, iand 
which ev£ry Party of Chriftians fonfefis to 
be indifpenfahly neccflary to Salvation^ tjxey 
beg to be excufed from. Thus^ they con- 
tent themfelves with the Form ofGodlhefs^ 
but know Nothing at all of the Power of 
it. Tbey are abominable and difobedient, 
and unto every good Work reprobate. The 
Folly of thefe Men is very evident. To 
think of being faved without Obedience, 
merely becaufe we profcfs ourfelves of fuch 
or fuch a Party in Religion, is to mock 
God, and deceive ourfelves. It is not fay- 
ing, Lord^ Lordy that will fave us, if we 
be found amongft the Workers of Iniquity. 
A Man may fay, I am cf Pau^ and I of 

Apollos^ 
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Apolhs^ and I of Cephas^ and I of CBrifi (as 
the Jiipofile hixh) but every Tree that bringeth 
not forth good Fruity fhall be hewn down, and 
cafi into the Fire. A Zeal for Forms and 
Ceremonies of Worfhip can avail Nothing* 
He that fear eth God^ and worketh Righteouf- 
nefs^fha[l be accepted of him. But ungodly 
Chriftians, of whatever Pkrty, or Denomi- 
nation, (hall be rejeded. For God will 
have no Refpe6t to any Man's Perfon or 
Party, but wifl reward every Man accord-- 
ing to his Works. He only that doth Righte- 
oufnefs, fhall be accounted righteous i but he 
thzt committeth Sin, fet him lift hitxifelf un- 
der whit Name or I>iftinAion he pleafeth, 
is of the ifevi/, and fhall receive of the 
righteoits Judge, the Wages of his Iniquity, 
even everlaf!ing Dcflrudtion. It is furely a 
fad Mockery of God to imagine, that he 
will have more Regard to Forms and Names, 
than to Religion and Virtue ; or that he 
will permit a Concern for the diftinguifli- 
ing Doftrines of a Party, to atone for the 
Breach of his Commandments, It is of 
fuch Men as thcfe, ^that our Saviour pro- 

X 3 nounceth 
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nounceth, that they worfliip God in vain, 
teaching jor DoSirines^ the Commandments of 
Men. For fetting afidc the Commandment 
of God, which ftriftly enjoineth Holinefs 
and Virtue, they content themfelvcs with a 
vehement Zeal for the peculiar Opinions of 
their own Party ; and upon the Confidence 
of Thaty indulge themfelves in the Prac- 
tice of every Vice. But the Hope of fuch 
MenJhallperiJI?^ like the Dujl that is blouon 
away with the Wind. The Wall which 

r 

they have daubed with untempered Mortar^ 
Jhallfall ;• and they themfelves fliall be con- ' 
fumed with it, when the great Day of God's 
Wrath (hall come. For the Wrath of God 
is .revealed from Heaven againft all Ungod- 
linefs and Unrightcoufnefs of Men, who 
hold the Truth in Unrightcoufnefs ; and 
he (hall pour out upon every Soul of Man that 
doth Evil, whether he be Jew or Gentile, 
whether he be Bond or Free, whether he be 
Papift, or Protejiant, of what Party, of what 
Denomination foever he be, Indignation and 
Wrath, Tribulation and Anguijh, when he 
fliall come in terrible Majejly to judge the 

^ick 
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^ick and Dead, and to give unto every 
Man according as his Deeds have been. 

But the higheft Clafs of Mockers*, the 
greateft and moft diftinguiflied Set of Fools, 
who make a Mock at Sin, are thofe who 
deny a God, and a future Judgment. Thefe 
Men,// (as the Pfalmijl faith) in the Seat 
of the Scorner. The moft facrcd and fe- 
rious Things are treated by them with the 
utmoft Ridicule and Contempt. And the 
moft wicked and unrighteous Adlions are 
committed by them without any Reludlance; 
nay, even with Pleafure and Approbation. 
Religion, with them, is a cunningly devifed 
Fable, to keep Fools in Awe. Divine Re- 
velation is an Impofition upon the common 
Senfe of Mankind. A future Judgment is 
anlmpoffibility, and God himfelf no better 
than an empty Name. The eternal Dif- 
ference betwixt Virtue and Vice, betwixt 
Good and Evil, is denied. All the Hopes 
and Fears of Futurity are difclamed. The 
Terrors of the Lord are fet at nought; and 
his Threatening to judge the World in 

X 4 Righteoufnefs 
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Right toufnefs is laughed at and deipifed. 
The bleffcd Apoftle Sf. Peter hath given us 
a fhort Defcription of thefe Men. 7bey 
are Scoffer ^^ walking after their own Lajls ; 
and faying. Where is the Promife of bis Com^ 
ing? namely, the coming of the Lord to 
Judgment. // was true^ faid they, our Fa^ 
thers are dead and gone, as their Fat Airs alfo 
died before them ; but the World continued 
fit It the fame as it had done froth the beginning 
of the Creation \ and for ought that they 
could fee, would always continue fo. No- 
thing can better fhew the Shortnefs of fudi 
Men's Underftanding^ and the Folly of their 
Reafoning, than fuch a Method of arguing. 
Becaufe God is long-Jhff'eringy and giveth 
Men Space of Repentance, to conclude, 
that, therefore, there is no God, or that 
he will not judge the World, is fuch a 
Piece of Folly, that Imagination cannot 
form a greater. But as the Apoflle faith 
this one Tubing they willingly are ignorant of; 
that one Day is with the Lord as a thoufand 
Tears I and a thoufand Years as one Day. 

The 
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The Lord ir nafjUack concleming 6if Pt^rhiji 
fas^ fome Men count Siaeknefs) but is^ iing,^ 
fttffering^ not willmg that anyjhoutd petiJB. 
But the Day cf the Lord will come as^ a 
Thief /^ the Night. The Author of the 
Book of Wifdom hath ohliged us with a 
fine Defcription of thcfc Men. He hath 
cxpofed the Vanity of their Reafonings, and 
the Folly and Impiety of their Conclufion. 
The Vngtuiiy /aid (reafonitig ^ith them^*- 
fcives, but not aright) otir Life is Jbort and 
tedious ; and in the Death of a Man tBere h 
no Remedy ; neither was any Man kftfmn^ ta 
have returned froi*i the Grave ; fot we- art 
horn at all Adventtire ; and tt^ y^irf/ he here^ 
after as though) we had never beeWy fot the 
Breath of our Nojlrrls is as a Srmkir ttnd as 
a little Spark in the mdving of our Hearty 
ivhich being e:^tinguijhed^ otir Body fjalf- he 
turned into AJhes^ and our Spirit pall vanijh 
as thefoft Air. And our NameJhM be for -^ 
gotten in Time ; and no MoH Jhall ha^e oier 
Works in Remembrance -, and our Life Jhall 
pafs awws as the Trace of d Cloudy andJhaU 
be difperfed as a Mifi^ that is driven away 

with 
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with the Beams of the Sun, and overcome with 
the Heat thereof. For our Time is a very 
Shadow that pajfetb away *, and after our 
End there is no returning. Come on^ there- 
fore^ let us enjoy the good Things that are 
prefent ; let us fpeedily ufe the Creaturer like 
as in Touih ; let none of us go without his 
Part of Voluptuoufnefs ; for this is our Por^ 
tion, and our Lot is this. Such Things they 
did imagine 9 and were deceived \ for their own 
Wickednefs blinded them. In this Manner 
Athcifts and Unbelievers have been weak 
or wicked enough to argue in all Ages of 
the World. Let us eat and drink (fay they) 
for To-mcrrow we die. The extreme Folly 
of thefe Men is evident from the Weaknefs 
of that Foundation, whereon their Hopes 
are built. Their chief Corner-Jlone^ is the . 
Denial of a God, and a future Judgment. 
But if this Foundation fhould prove to be 
a falfe one (as it undoubtedly will) then all 
their Hopes are at an End ; and they will 
be found to be Fools indeed. Now the 
moft fanguine of thefc Mockers never durft 
undertake to dcmonftrate' that there is no 

God; 
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GoJ; nor that there would be no future 
Judgment. This they never pretended to 
do ; and indeed had they attempted any 
fuch Thing, they would have only con- 
vinced themfelves of Folly and Madnefs; 
for the invijible Things of Gody even his eter^ 
nal Power and Godhead are plainly ittu, 
from the Works of Creation; and the 
Voice of Nature, and of Revelation declare 
for a future Reckoning. Now if thefe 
Men cannot prove there is no God\ or that 
he will not judge the World (which they 
never can do) then they mull be contented 
to be ranked among ft the greateft of Fools ; 
in having taken fo much Pains to make 
themfelves miferable. Indeed, the Danger 
as well as the Folly of thefe Men, is great 
beyond Expreflion. They are ahnoft out of 
the Power of Conviftion. They fhut their 
Eyes againft the Light of Truth ; and will 
not perceive what a wretched Choice they 
have made, until they come to take PoiTef. 
lion of their dreadful Inheritance. Then 
will they find Caufe enough to reflefJ: upon 
their extreme Folly, when it will be too 

late I 
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latcf ; when ail their folemn Mockeries of 
Go(f; and all their profane Jefts upon 
his holy Name, (hall call down Vengeance 
Upon them,- wfeen they (hall be dejiroyed 
with an everlafting Deftrudlion^ from the Pre- 
fence of the Lord^ and from the Glory of bis 
MajeJJy^ when he artfeth to judge the World. 
A confidering Mali would wonder, how 
Men can be fo ftrongly attached to th« Caufe 
ctf Infidelity, or whence the Temptation to 
k c^n ari^e. It hath no Rewards to be- 
ilow; and can afford at the bei): but a 
gloomy and melancholy Profpeft ; even th^ 
bafe and fordid Hope of periflbing like th^' 
brute Beads. Indeed, when Men have given 
themfelvcs up to wicked Piirfuits, and are 
refolved to enjoy the Pleafurcs of Sin, they 
have fomc Reafon to wifli well to the 
Caufe of Infidelity; bccaufc it helpeth in 
fome Meafure, to quiet their Fears of 
Futurity, and to keep off thofe uneafy 
Thoughts which attend the Pradice of 
Wicfcednefs. To live under the Power of 
our Lufls, and the Lafhes of Confcience; 
and to be always doing what we are always 

condemning. 
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condemning, is a ihoft unhappy State. Wc 
have no need, therefore; gjpeatly to wonder 
iChat Men who are detcrnaiaed npt to for- 
fake their Sins, fhould make Ufe of all 
(their Endeavours to get rid of the Feacs of 
ifuture Puoifhmenct. But« ajas ! thefe fin- 
.deavouES arc doeffbftual. Infidelity (thoiugh 
it may harden thelHeart^ and make it-iur 
(capahk.of :reiiij3tingajny Tfoing thatt i^sgQod) 

can never whoUy extingiwih Jthe Fears aftd 
Torments which await upon Vice ; jpel^hqr 
can it (hut out from the Mind all JBeljef 
£>f a G^od» and a "judgment to fame. TJ^efc 
will often recpU upon the inpit hardened 
Infidels. A Death-bed will awaken ^ 
their Fears. Hell and Deftru<Sfcion will pre- 
fent themfelves in all their Terrors. They^ 
will then fi^nd »o PJace to fly to. Even 
the Mercy of Go4 (the pinners laft a/id 
only Refuge) will yield them no Comfart.i 
bccaufe their eonfcience will tell theqa^ that 
they have forfeited all Right and Title to it. 
Could we view thefe Men in their lail Mx>- 
.ments ; Moments full of Horror ,and De- 

2 fpair; 
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fpair ; when the Soul is ready to take her 
Flight ; and trembleth at the Thought of 
her approaching Punifliment ; when all 
Hope of Mercy is cut off, and Nothing 
appeareth but the avenging Hand of an 
incenfed God ; fuch a Sight of Woe and 
"iTerror, would fufficiently convince us of 
the Folly and Wickcdnefs of making a mock 
at Sin ; and would teach us, that Religion 
was the only fure and fafe Retreat, both 
againft the Evils of this World, and the 
Fears of the next. 

My beloved Brethren, let not the In*- 
ticements and Perfuafions of crafty Sin- 
ncrs prevail upon you to renounce your 
God and Saviour. As long as you re- 
tain in your Minds a Senfe of God, and 
of your Obligations to him, there is Room 
to hope that Reafon will in Time pre- 
vail ; and by the Help of God's Grace, 
the Power of Sin be fubdued. ^But if you 
fuffer the Will to- be perverted, and the 
Underftanding to be depraved, and made a 
Slave to the deceitful Lufts, you will then 

be 
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be tempted to invent vain Reafonings to op- 
pofe againft the Being and Power of God, 
and the Obligations of Religion, which 
will render your Cafe defperate. All Re- 
treat to the Mercy of God will be cut off; 
and you will make yourfelves miferable^ 
both in the Life now prefent, and in that 
which is to come. 

That you may be wife enough, by the 
Grace of God, to avoid this dangerous and 
unhappy Situation, may God of "his Mercy 
grant through Jefus Chrift our Lord, &c. 



T H B END. 
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